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<<  Many  parts  of  Europe  arc  in  open  diforder.  In  many  others  there  is  a  hollov/ 
'^  murmuring  under  ground  ;  a  confufed  movement  is  felt,  that  threatens  a  gc- 
"  neral  earthquake  in  the  political  world.  In  fuch  a  ftate  of  things  v.c  ought 
"  to  hold  ourfelves  Open  our  guard.  In  all  niutatio-.is  (if  mutations  there  mull 
«'  be)  the  ciicumftance,  which  will  ferve  moft  to  blunt  the  edge  of  their  nuf- 
<'  chief,  and  to  promote,  what  good  may  Le  in  thciii,  is,  that  they  fhould  find 
<'  us  ivith  our  minds   tenacious  of  jujlice,  and  tender  of  }»operty. 

<«  It  is  with  the  greateft  difficulty,  that  I  am  able  to  fcparate  pnlicv  from  jufHce — . 
"  Juftice  'm  itf-lf  lite  great  jlanding  policy  oi  ci'dil  jiciety,  and  anv  imminent 
"  departure  from  it  under  any  c'rcumilances  lies  under  the  fufpicion  of  bein^ 
f  no  policy  at  all." 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


X  HE  writer  of  the  following  pages  having 
been  fome  time  ago  not  a  little  concerned  in 
a  fruitlefs  attempt  for  a  general  reform,  as 
well  as  a  general  fecurity  of  our  charities, 
could  by  no  means  negled;  the  prefent  op« 
portunity  of  renewing  it;  fome  effort  of  that 
kind  being,  in  his  opinion  at  leaft,  necef- 
fary  to  promote  the  very  interefting  defign  of 
the  Agriculture  Society.  Should  he  be  now 
more  fortunate,  it  will,  of  courfe,  corre<St  a 
local  grievance  of  the  very  worft  fort,  and  by 
corred:ing  it  releafe  him.  at  pnce  from  an 
Herculean  labour. 

But  whether  fuch  a  reform  takes  place  or 

not,  the  charities,  with  which  he  is  concerned, 

*  B  muftr 
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muft,  it  is  fuppofed,  inevitably  undergo  the 
operation,  and  foon  too.  He  wifhes  there- 
fore mofl:  anxioufly  to  open  the  eyes  of  the 
truftees  in  general,  paft,  prefent,  and  future, 
that  they  may  no  longer  be  refponfible  for  the 
fins  of  others,  but  know  their  own  danger, 
and,  knowing  it,  concur  in  extricating,  as  far 
ds  poffible,  thofe  who  have  offended,  by 
making  every  atonement  to  individuals  as 
well  as  the  publick. 

Should  he  but  fucceed  in  either  of  thefc 
great  objeds  of  his  performance;  fhould  it 
in  the  leafl:  degree  promote  a  general  reform 
of  our  charities,  or  of  thofe  charities,  in  fhort^ 
to  which  it  principally  relates,  he  fhould. 
think  himfelf  abundantly  rewarded  for  the 
illiberal,  the  grofs  abufe  he  hath  met  with 
in  the  courfe  of  his  purfuit.  As  to  his  time, 
labour,  and  expenfe,  if  they  are  of  atiy  ufe 
to  the  publick,  the  publick  hath  thus  far  a 
right  to  them.  But  he  muft  obfervc,  that 
had  publick  fpirit  been  at  all  predominant 
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amongft  us,  fuch  evils  could  never  have 
taken  place,  and  unlefs  it  exerts  itfelf  and 
puts  a  flop  to  the^n  by  fome  means  or  other, 
in  vain  may  individuals,  individuals  like  the 
writer,  contend  againft  the  torrent.  Even 
Jafon  himfelf  with  the  affiftance  of  his  Me- 
dea could  not  have  brought  ofF  the  golden 
fleece  in  times  fuch  as  thefe,  and  out  of  the 
hands  of  a  b — y  c — p — te  and  four  and 
twenty  companies. 

The  inclofed^  fo  often  referred  to,  is  an  oc- 
cafional  addrefs,  of  which  but  a  few  copies 
were  printed,  to  fave  merely  the  trouble  of 
tranfcribing ;  and  contains  facfts,  that  we  fhall 
not  communicate  to  the  publick  in  general, 
flill  hoping,  that  after  all  our  difappoint- 
ments,  an  immediate  reform,  at  leafl  of  thefc 
charities,  will,  muil  take  place. 

Precifion  or  a  minute,  exa6t  detail  of  par- 
ticulars, cannot  be  expeded  in  a  cafe  of  this 
nature,  a  cafe  fo  complex  in  itfelf  and  con- 
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dud;ed  in  lb  myfterious  a  manner ;  and  where 
circumftances  of  courfe  muH  too  often  depend 
upon  perfonal  information. 

Imperfedt,  however,  as  the  following  pages 
may  be  in  this  or  any  other  refped:,  they 
will,  it  is  hoped,  convince  the  difcerning 
reader,  that  our  intention  from  the  firfl:  was 
to  ferve  both  the  truftees  and  companies  as 
well  as  the  publick  at  large  in  a  mofteffen- 
tial  manner,  and  that  we  are  nov/  indeed  re^ 
turning  good  for  evil.  If  they  but  anfwer 
this  purpofe,  it  will  furely  cover  a  multitude 
of  impcrfedions. 

Need  we  obferve,  that  fliould  a  few  indi- 
viduals fuffer  upon  the  occafion,  it  cannot 
be  imputed  to  us,  it  mufi:  be  imputed  to 
themfelves;  efpecially  when  every  circum- 
flance  of  the  cafe  is  properly  confidered. 
It  would  at  any  rate  be  falfe  delicacy  indeed, 
if  evils,  fuch  as  this,  were  permitted  to  go 
down  from  generation  to  generation,  and  the 

inno- 
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innocent,  for  the  fake  of  an  individual  or 
individuals,  to  fall  of  courfe  into  the  fnare 
continually,  and  of  courfe  to  be  involved  in 
their  guilt,  as  well  as  fubjed:  to  their  dan- 
ger. Vice  muft  thus  foon  deluge  the  whole 
earth,  and  be  triumphant  for  ever. 

The  appendix  and  a  few  flicrt  infertions 
have  been  added,  (ince  the  letter  was  fent  to 
Sir  John  Sinclair,  for  whofe  information  the 
contents  indeed  of  the  former  were  rendered 
altogether  unnecefTary  by  the  inch  Jed  jufl 
mentioned.  Tney  will,  it  is  looped,  upon 
this  occalion  illufirate  the  feveral  points,  to 
which  we  could  only  allude  in  the  letter, 
and  at  the  fame  ti^r.e  add  no  fmall  weight  to 
the  letter  itfelf.  Our  object  in  fhort  is  upon 
the  whole,  to  prefent  the  reader  with  a  ftri- 
king  proof  of  the  necefTity  of  a  general  re- 
form of  our  charities  from  experience  it- 
ftlf, 

B  3  He 
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He  muft  likewife  be  told,  that  though  the 
truftees  in  a  full  afTembly  refolved  upon  an 
immediate  reform  of  theirs  many  years  ago, 
and  were,  of  courfe,  convinced  of  the  pro- 
priety or  rather  the  neceffity  of  fuch  a  ftep  ; 
they  ftill  continue  to  ad: ;  they  ftill  continue 
to  urge  the  very  fame  objedions  againft  it, 
as  they  did  before.  The  writer  therefore 
could  by  no  means  omit  the  prefent  opportu- 
nity of  confidering  them  feparately  and  more 
^t  large.  This  it  hath  been  found  even  ne- 
ceffary  to  do  from  a  regard  to  character,  as 
well  as  other  confiderations. 

Upon  the  appendix  then  he  refts  the  whole 
merits  of  his  caufe,  {o  far  as  it  relates  to  the 
benefaction,  and  fhall  only  obferve  in  the 
language  of  an  Apoflle,  '*  JVho  is  he  that  can 
*'  harm  his  antagonijls^  if  they  he  followers 
**  of  that ^  which  is  good.'^  At  all  events,  the 
companies  as  well  as  pafl:  truflees  will  thus  be 
enabled  to  vindicate  themfelves,  as  far  as  pof- 
fible,  in  the  moft  eafy  and  diftind:  manner. 

And 
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And  fhould  it  unfortunately  anfwer  no  other 
end,  it  may,  it  will,  he  hopes,  ferve  at  leaft 
2^.^  ftanding  memorial  or  record  of  the  pe- 
culiar  circumftances  of  the  cafe  for  better 
times ;  nor  can  any  one,  who  prefumes  to 
tranfgrefs  hereafter,  plead  ignorance. 

Th«  following  is  an  abftracfl  from  the  will 

of  Mr.  O — n  J s,  butcher^  to  whom  our 

companies  are  indebted  for  the  bequefl,  fo 
far  as  it  may  afcertain  or  illuftrate  the  more 
cflential  points  in  difpute  j  and  to  that  we 
fhall  juft  annex  a  few  ihort  remarks,  as  a 
neceflary  introduction  or  key  to  the  appendix 
in  particular. 

"  I  do  give  and  bequeath  to  John  Roberts, 
*'  the  cripple,  twenty  (hillings ;  to  John  Wil- 
"  liams,  the  cripple,  ten  fliillings ;  and  the 
*'  lame  man,  the  fon  of  Joanerch  Parry, 
**  five  fhillings ;  and  to  Margery  Holland, 
*'  and  that  family  where  fhe  lieth,  ten  ihil- 
♦♦  lings. 

B  4  •  <M  like- 
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"  I  likcwife  give  &c.  to  the  ufe  of  {c\tn 

poor  boys  of  the  parifh  of  N p,  law^ 

fully  begotten  of  fuch  parents^  as  are  truly 
honefi  and  religious^  being  natives  of  that 
parifh,  or  whofe  parents  have,  at  leaft,  for 
the  fpace  oi  f even  years  done  faithful  and 
true  Jervice  in  the  faid  parifJo  -,  and  my  will 
is,  that  they  fhall  receive  four  pounds 
yearly  a-piece,  to  maintain  them  in  the 
fchool  from  the  age  of  &c.  to  be  ordered 
at  the  difcretion  of  the  minifter  and  church- 
wardens for  the  time  being  j  and  to  be 
chofen  by  the  minifter  and  church-war- 
dens, aiming  at  no  private  inter efi  for  fa- 
vour or  affediion^  but  only  the  glory  of  God 
and  fervice  of  his  church  ;  fill  obferving 
the  will  and  purpofe  of  the  bequeather  and 
donor. 


*'  And  my  will  is,  that  the  faid  boys  fhall 
*'  every  Lord's  Day  attend  preaching  and  ca^ 
*'  techifngy  one  of  them  alking  and  others 
*.*  anfwering  quellions  of  the  catechifm,  {^t 

"  out 


(    9    ) 

**  out  by  authority,  by  turns  j  but  if  tbe  mi- 
*•  nifter  and  church- wardens^^^//  negledl  their 
*'  duties  to  God  and  man  in  the  difpojing  and 
**  well-ordering  of  this  gift  -,  my  will  is,  that 
'*  the  parifhioners,  having  by  their  care- 
*'  lejfnefs  and  unthankjulnefs  rendered  them- 
**  felves  fo  tinworthy^  fhall  no  longer  enjoy 
**  the  benefit  bequeathed — or  fhould  their  pa- 
'*  rents  or  overfeers,  only  looking  to  the  gain 
^'  and  profit  be  remifs  in  fending  them  to 
**  fchool  for  their  learning  and  fitting  for 
*'  trades,  then  that  boy,  or  thofe  boys  to  be 
*'  ca/hieredy  &c. 

♦*  Item,   I  give  unto  the  mojl  necejfitous  and 
*'  decayed  houfe holders  and  other  honefl  poor 

*'  people  of  the  parifh  of  the  fum  of 

**  fix  pounds,  to  be  divided  two  fevcral  times 
**  of  the  year  at  the  difcretion  of  the  mini- 
*'  fler  and  church-wardens,  without  any  fa^ 
**  vour^  partiality,  or  refpedt  of  perfons^  and 
•*  the  minifter  is  to  have  for  his  care  thirty 
^*  fhillings  a-year  and    the  fchoolmafler  ten 

«  iliil- 
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'*  fliillings  yearly,  for  his  better  infpedlion 

•'  over  the  boys.     But  if  the  minifter  afore- 

**  faid  &c.  lliall  fraudulently  and  faithlejjly 

*^  ahufe.  their  trujl  either  to  the  aforefaid  boys 

**  or  poor ^  then  my  will   is,  that   the  whole 

**  zxidi  full  benefit  of  the  aforementioned  lands 

**  fhall  fall  for  ever  to  the  benefit  and  ufe  of 

"  the  moft  neceffitous  and  decayed  houfehol- 

'*  ders,  and  other  impotent^  poor  people  of 

**  the  parifhes  of    St.  Peter  and   Trinity  in 

«*  the  city  of  C— ^ — r.* 

*'  I  do  likewife  give  and  bequeath  to  the 
**  poor  of  every  company  of  the  city  of  C-^r, 
**  from  year  to  year,  orderly  as  they  are  wont 
**  to  be  ranked  at  Midfummer  fhovv  in  that 
**  city;  the  tanners-j"  being ^r/?,  and  fo  for- 

'*  wards 

*  Parifhes  in  a  different  county. 

t  It  is,  perhaps,  not  unworthy  of  obfervation,  that, 
as  a  mark  of  his  gratitude  or  thankfulnefs,  he  begins  with 
the  tanners,  the  company,  to  which  he  was  principally 
indebted  in  the  courfc  of  his  trade. — How  far  the  truf^ 
tees  have  in  this  refpe6l  followed  their  benefadior's 
example,  and  difplayed  that  care  and  circumfpedlion, 

th^t 
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wards  in  their  turns,  until  all  in  their  turns 
have  enjoyed  the  benefit  intended,  and  then 
to  begin  and  fo  to  proceed  orderly,  from 
year  to  year  for  ever,  the  profits  and  rents  ; 
to  wit,  the  ful/  and  yearly  profits  of  my 
lands  in  Minera  to  be  employed  for  the 

ufe  of  the  poor  of  the  companies  of  , 

excepting  five  pounds  yearly  out  of  the 
profits  of  the  faid  lands,  which  I  devifc 

unto  the  mayor  and  flieriffs  of for 

the  time  being,  for  their  care  in  feeing  this 
part  of  my  will  well  and  truly  performed, 
that  is  to  fay,  forty  Ihillings  to  the  mayor 
to  buy  him  a  ring,  and  thirty  iliillings  to 
each  of  the  two  fheriffs,  hoping  that  they 
ivill  ufe  all  care  and  circumfpe&ion^  that 
no  increepers  or  comers-in  by  chance,  that 
have  no  right  privileges, to  the  freedom 

and  franchifes  of lliall  have  any  be- 

nefit  at  all  from  this  my  gift ;  and  if  any 
of  my  lands  fhall  be  lawfully  difmort- 


that  worthinefs    and   thankfulnefs,    which    he    dwells 
s^pon  k>  much,  the  reader  is  to  judge. 

*'  gaged. 


(      12      ) 

'*  gaged,  then  the  faid  mayor  and  fheriffs 
•*  fhall,  immediately  after  the  payment  of 
*'  the  money  laid  out  by  me  upon  thofe  lands, 
**  buy  and  purchafe  lands,  as  may  be  mo/i  for 
"  the  bene  jit  and  projit  of  the  companies 
.(  of . 

*•  Furthermore,  it  is  my  will,  that  the  le- 
**  gacies  bequeathed  for  the  reparation  of  the 
**  church  of  N — — p  (which,  we  may  pre- 
**  fume,  had  been  fhamefully  negle(5ted)  be 

**  And  after  due  cofts  and  charges,  that 
"  fhall  be  neceffary  for  the  well  and  due  fet- 
**  tling  &c.  that  then  my  \zx\^^  Jhall for  ever 
*'  be  for  the  pious  ufes  in  this  my  will  men'- 
*'  tioned."^ 

**  D^ted 

*  Are  increepers  of  every  kind,  are  taylors,  &c.  &c, 
tic,  &c.  who  diflipate  the  bequefl  in  fuperb  pieces  of 
plate,  gold  watches,  fumptuous  entertainments,  claret, 
madeira,  and  wax  candles,  though  they  even  fo  pioufly 
drink  to  the  pious  memory  of  their  benefador,  worthy 

or 
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**  Dated  the  i6th  of  February  in  the  year 
**  of  our  Lord  God  one  thoufand  fix  Kun- 
**  dred  and  fifty-eight." 

Such  are  the  didatcs  of  a  well-difpofed, 
though  unimproved  mind.  Was  there  ever 
a  more  pious,  a  more  humane  will  ?  And 
what' could  the  wifdom  of  the  wifefl  have 
added  to  it  by  way  of  precaution  ?  How 
different  from  thofe  of  modern  date  !*     Every 

reader 

or  univarthyy  thankful  or  unthankful,  guilty  of  facrilegc 
or  not  guilty  ?  Are  fuch,  at  leaflj  pious  ufes  acco-rding 
to  the  idea  or  expreflions  of  the  donor  ?  Do  they  pro^ 
mote  the  glory  of  God  and  fervice  of  hh  church  ^ 

As  oft  as  I  refleA  upon  thefe  grateful  commemora'^ 
tlons,  it  is  too  apt  to  remind  me  of  a  conje6lure,  which 
hath  been  much  countenanced  of  late  bv  fome  of  our 
firft  authorities;  viz.  that  the  blefled  are  not  inatten- 
tive to  matters  here  below.  Should  that  be  the  cafe, 
how  muft  it  aftonifli  our  benefadlor  to  fee  fuch  wild, 
frantic  fcenes,  fuch  antichriftian  orgies. 

*  Even  the  old,  moft  awful  introdudion,  every  thing, 
in  (hort,  that  might  tend  to  awaken  the  mind  and  im- 
prefs  it  with  a  jufl  fcnfe  of  fuch  an  important  tranfac- 

tion. 
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reader  mufl,  in  fliort,  obferve,  that  it  is  a 
fine,  an  uniform  illuflration  of  thofe  two 
great  commandmenrs,  upon  which  hang  all 
the  law  and  the  prophets  :  Thoujhalt  love  the 
Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  with  all 
thy  foul,  and  with  all  thy  jnind,  and  thy  neigh-* 
hour  as  thyfelf. 

Accordingly,  his  general  dirediion  enjoitis 
the  truflees  to  aim  at  no  private  intereji  for 
favour  or  affedlion,  hut  only  the  glory  of  God 
andfervice  of  his  church.  With  this  view  he 
leaves  money  for  the  reparation  of  the  church 
itfelf,  that  God,  in  the  firft  place,  might 
upon  all  occafions  be  worfliippcd  in  the 
beauty  of  holinefs  :  and  that  the  boys  may  be 
early  imprelTcd  with  every  virtuous  principle, 
with  a  juft  fenfe  of  pure,  undefiled  religion, 
they  are  exprclTIy  required  to  attend  preach- 

tion,  is  now  ignorantly  omitted  ;  and  the  confequences, 
alas  !  of  thofe  omiffions  are  but  too  evident.  The  very 
laft  a£l  of  a  man's  life  often  becomes  the  moft  ridicu- 
lous one  in  it. 
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ing  and  catechifing  regularly  on  the  Lord's 
day.  Nor  are  any  but  the  children  of  honejl^ 
tifejtdy  and  religious-T^^Ltcnts  to  partake  of  his 
bounty. 

Should  thofe  parents,    alas !    be  remifs  in 

fulfilling  his  wili^  their  children  are  to  he  ca^ 

Jhiered,  and  that  is  all\  but  if,  he  fays,  the 

truftees  negledl  their  duties  to  God  and  man  in 

the  difpojing  and  well  ordering  this  gift y  and 

fhall  by  their  carelejjncfs  and  unthankfulnefs ^ 

fraudulently  2iX\d  faith lejjfly  abufe  their  truft  in 

relation  either  to  the  aforefaid  boys  or  poor,  and 

even  render  themfelves  unworthy  of  it,  then 

his  will  is,  that  the  whole  and  full  benefit  of 

the  afore-mentioned  \2iX\ds  fall  fall  for  ever  to 

the  benefit  and  ufe  of  the  mofi  necejjitous  and 

decayed  houfekeepers,    and  other  impotent  poor 

people  of  the  pariflies  &c. 

Thus  the  boys,  the  poor,  innocent  and  help- 
lefs  boys  are  to  fuffer  for  the  mifconJud  of 
others,  and  their  Jegacy  even  to  be  forfeited 

and 
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and  applied  for  a  purpofe  lefs  liable  to  abuftf. 
The  mifcondud:  of  a  truflee  in  the  donor*s 
eye  was,  it  feems,  unpardonable  indeed,  and, 
as  fuch,  to  be  punilhed  with  the  iitmoft  feve- 
rity,  with  every  mark  of  his  difpleafure. 

As  to  the  principal  charity  in  queftion,  that 
i  mean,  which  was- intended  for  the  ufe  of 
the  poor  brethren  &c.*  we  may  well  ima- 
gine, that  our  benefadlor  thought,  it  would 
be  highly  improper  in  him  to  betray  the  leafl 
fufpicion  of  his  truflees,  men  in  the  moft 
confpicuous,  publick  offices,  and  upon  whom 
the  publick  eye  would  necefTarily  be  fixed. 

For  this  reafon  he  only  juft  inflruifts  them 
to  diftribute  the  Ju//  profits  of  his  eftate  for 
the  ufe  of  the  poor  brethren  of  the  compa- 
nies, and  confequently  to  the  individual  mem- 
bers y  in  their  rotation  or  turns ^  excluding  in- 
creepers  of  every  kind  ;  and  there  leaves  them 
to  colled  from  the  whole  tenor  of  his  will, 

♦  See  page  the  loth. 
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what  was  their  duty  in  other  refpeds,  and 
what  would  be  the  eonfequences  of  tranfgrel^ 
fmg  it* 

Befide  the  legacy  fpecified  above,  there  are 
or  ought  to  be,  we  lliould  imagine,  fifteen 
thoufand  pounds  at  leaft,  money,  which  arofe 
out  of  the  eftate  from  the  farni  of  a  lead 
mine  about  forty  years  ago.  This,  by  way 
of  diftindtion,  was  at  firll:  called  the  accu> 
mulated  fum,  and  considered  as  a  fubfequent 
fund  ;  but  being  foon  confolidated  with  the 
other,  the  revenue  became,  of  courfe,  too 
large  for  a  charitable  endowment,  too  large 
for  the  poor  in  any  view.  The  rich,  there- 
fore, fcrupled  not  to  exclude  them  out  of  the 
companies  by  exorbitant,  arbitrary  fines,  and 
thus  are,  or  foon  will  be  in  poflefTion  of  the 
whole.  Hence  arofe  the  manifold  evils, 
againfl  which  we  have  fo  often  remonflratedj 
but  in  vain  :  Thofe  evils  are  fully  explained 
in  the  appendix. 

C  It 
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It  mufl  be  obferved  likewife,  tbat  every 
member  of  the  b— y  c— p — te,  confcquently 
every  truftee  is  a  member  of  a  company,  the 
more  independent  ones  being  all  enrolled  in 
that  of  the  inn-keepers,  as  votaries,  we  pre- 
fume,  of  the  jolly  God,  Bacchus.* 

With  refpedl  to  the  companies  in  general, 
thofe,  who  have  a  right  to  admiffion  from 
fervitude  or  patrimony,  cannot,  of  courfe, 
be  legally  excluded  out  of  them,  paying  a 
certain,  cuftomary  fine,  a  mere  trifle ;  and 
to  be  a  member  of  one  company  alone  is 
fufficient  to  anfwer  every  publick,  every  legal 
purpofe. 

Thus  ftands  the  cafe,  we  apprehend,  every 
where  elfe,  and  fo,  at  leaft,  it  was  with  us, 
until  the  difcovery  of  the  mine  reverfed  at 
once  the  whole  ly ftem. 

*  If  in  reprefenting  matters  of  this  fort  there  fhould 
be  any  liitle  inaccuracy,  it  is  fuch,  as  will  by  no  means 
aiFe6l  the  queftion  in  general, or  its  more  eflential  articles. 

3       •  Hence 
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Hence  we  may  colled;  the  meaning  of 
increepers,  that  peculiar  and  peculiarly  op- 
probrious term,  ancThov/  well  it  is  adapted  to 
not  a  few  of  Mr.  0--n  J— s's  penfioners,  who, 
reptile-like,  creep  by  the  moft  indired:  means 
into  one  company  after  another,  and  inftcad 
of  partaking  according  to  the  will  in  rotation 
or  their  turns,  divide  the  fpoil  with  the 
drtiggijis  firfl,  the  fifhmongers  after,  then 
&c.  &;c. 

With  thefe  obfervations  we  fhall  refer 
the  reader  to  the  appendix,  adding  only, 
that  to  prevent  fuch  abufes,  and  from  a  re- 
gard to  the  honour  of  the  town,  as  well  as  to 
refled:  that,  which  is  due  to  the  memory 
of  fuch  a  noble  benefador,  the  plan  of  an 
afylum*    was    humbly     propofed,    and    at 

lengtli 

*  Similar  to  that  of  the  Fiflimongers  at  Newington 
Butts.  Such  a  memorial,  it  is  prefumed,  would  be 
not  lefs  honourable  to  the  benefadlor  himfelf  and  con- 
f«quently  not  lefs  a  mark  of  gratitude,  than  even  his 
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length  agreed  to  by  the  truftees  themfelves, 
pafl,  prefent,  and  future,  as  the  only  efFedual 
way,  in  lliort,  of  reforming  the  charity,  and 
fecuring  the  full  benefit  of  it  for  the  ufe  of  the 
poor  brethren  from  generation  to  generation. 

The  queries,  mentioned  in  the  title  page, 
were,  it  is  prefumed  for  many  reafons,  cir- 
culated under  the  dired:ion  of  the  board  of 
agriculture.  But  however  that  may  be,  itcaa 
neither  affedt  the  nature  of  the  cafe  or  rea- 
foning  upon  it.  They  are,  under  every 
view,  npt  lefs  the  objects  of  attention.  And 
to  whom  could  we  addrefs  ourfelves  upon  an 
occafion,  like  this,  with  fo  much  propriety  in 
every  refpedl,  as  their  preiident  ? 

portrait  in  our  pr^etoriumy  that  hand-writing  upon  the 
wall,  as  it  is  efteemed  by  feme.  Nor  will  their  new 
and  moft  fplendid  banners,  for  which  we  are,  it  feems, 
indebted  to  the  difcovery  of  the  mine,  be  either  more 
pleafing  to  the  publick  or  more  ufeful  to  individuals. 
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PLAIN    REASONS, 


WC,      <MC. 


SIR, 

C r,  March  2g,  1795. 

I  AM  happy  to  find  from  No.  134,  that 
the  fociety,  of  which  you  have  the  honor  to 
be  prcfident,  is  making  every  inquiry,  that 
may  in  any  degree  contribute  to  the  reUef 
of  the  poor  under  their  prefent  mofl  unfa- 
vourable circumftances.  All  your  queries,  in 
fa(5l,   tend  ultimately  to  that  point. 

Should  it  not  then  be  a  leading  ftep  to  r<r- 
cove?-  thetr  own,  their  property  of  every  kind 
for  them^  efpecially  where  it  can  be  done 
with  little  or  no  trouble,  without  a  fingle 
fhilling  of  expenfe,  and  foon  too;  which,  at 
the  prefent  alarming  period,  mufl  be  a  matter 
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of  no  fmall  importance  ?  The  inclofed  will, 
if  I  miftake  not,  furnifli  you  with  an  inflance 
of  this  fort,  an  inftance,  that  in  other  refped:s 
hath  been  attended  with  the  moll  dreadful 
^onfequences,  and  yet,  in  its  prefent  very  pe- 
culiar Jiate,^  nothing  is  wanting,  but  the  ap- 
pearance alone  of  power,  nothing  but  a  little 
authority  to  corred:  the  evil,  great  as  it  is. 

What  might  be  done  by  a  proper  applica- 
tion of  fuch  charities  in  general,  is  evident 
from  Mr.  Abdy's  pleafing  account  of  one 
inilance  only,  in  the  famiC  number  of  your 
Annals.  Would  to  God,  the  example  were 
univerfally  followed  !  For  by  a  grofs  ab>ife 
of  them,  an  offence,  which  becomes  every 
day  more  and  more  common,  the  poor  are 
not  only  deprived  of  what  may  juftly  be  called 
their  own^  but  unfortunately  fuffcr  for  it  in 
other  ways  alfo.  Few  are  inclined  to  contri- 
bute by  voluntary  fubfcriptions,  that  mofl: 
happy  and  feafonable  relief  under  the  prefliire 
of  our  parochial  rates,  enormous  as  they  are, 
or  by  thofe  rates  indeed  themfelves,  towards 
the  fupport  of  fuch,  as  may  have  every  pof- 

fible 
*  See  the  appendix,  article  the  ift. 
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Hble  claim  to  one  from  a  different  quarter. 
In  times  of  general  dulrefs  particularly,  we 
are  apt  to  think  it  enough,  to  bear  our  own 
burden  and  the  burden  of  him  that  hath  none 
to  help  him,  without  ealing  the  Ihoulders  of 
others,  of  others,  who  are  perhaps  not  only 
more  opulent,  but  for  one  penny  they  may 
be  tow  on  the  poor,  have  robbed  them  even 
of  a  thoufand.*  And  it  is  nnpoflible  to  fay, 
how  much  the  interefl:  of  charity  in  general 
fuffers  from  fuch  examples.  They  deflroy 
the  very  root,  the  grain  of  mliftard-leed, 
which,  if  not  injured,  foon  becomes  a  tree, 
fo  that  even  the  birds  of  the  air  lodge  in  its 
branches,  and  are  proted:ed  from^the  llorm. 

*  The  mifapplication  of  charity  could  never  appear 
in  a  more  unfavourable  light  or  be  lefs excufmble  than 
upon  fuch  occafions,  and  where  it  proceeds  from  thofe, 
who  neceffarily  take  the  lead  in  all  our  morepublick.  ex- 
ertions for  the  poor,  it  is  unfortunate  indeed.  The  im- 
piopcr   ufe    of   it    in    fome   inftances,    and    efpecially 

—^ ,  can  never  be  the  way  to    recommend   it    in 

others  i  and  what  is  charity  but  religion  iifelt  ?  The 
charity  therefore  of  fuch  perfons  in  particular  {hould 
be, 

j^n  bright  as  an  angel  nevj-dropp' d from  thejky^ 
uniform  and  confident,  pure  and  undeJiPd, 
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Under  this  view  1  flatter  myfelf,  that  the 
inclofed  may  promote  the  very  humane  and 
general  intention  of  the  board,  as  well  as  that 
particular  end,  for  which  it  was  more  imme- 
diately calculated. 

The  whole  reafoning  indeed  on  the  cafe  is 
in  no  fmall  degree  applicable  to  both :  they  are 
both,  in  fad:,  different  modes  only  of  relieving 
the  poor,  and  therefore,  upon  fuch  an  occa-r 
fion,  cannot  but  be  confidered  as  parts,  effen- 
tial  parts,  of  one  and  the  fame  publick-fpirited 
plan.  If  the  profpedl  before  us.  Sir,  be  fo 
alarming,  why  Ihould  we  not  avail  ou'rfelves 
of  every  advantage,  every  material  advantage 
at  leaft,  and  efpecially  when  it  would  in  other 
refpedts  be  attended  with  the  moft  happy  and 
important  conlequences  ?  If,  in  Ihort,  amidfl 
fo  many  temporary  expedients,  and  fome  of 
them  indeed  but  of  little  moment,  fuch  an  ob- 
vious, fuch  a  confidercible,  fuch  a  perpetual 
refource  is  even  totally  ncgled:ed,  will  it  not 
be  faid,  that  all  our  exertions,  however  fpeci- 
ous,  proceed,  in  fad:,  not  from  the  genuine 
principles  of  humanity,  but  from  a  regard  to 
the  rich,  rather  than  the  poor,  from  political, 

ox 
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or  even  felfifh  motives  only  ?  7o  do  jtijl'ice 
and  love  mercy  is  the  natural  and  indifpen- 
fable  order  of  things,  and  reprefented  as 
fuch  under  every  difpenfation.  The  latter 
indeed  of  thefe  implies  even  the  former,  or 
the  former  is  rather  the  confequence  of  it. 
For  upon  this  or  any  other  occafion  how 
can  we  be  truly  merciful  to  the  poor,  if  at 
the  fame  time,  little  as  they  have,  we  either 
rob  them  ourfelves,  or  fuffer  others  to  do  it 
v/ith  impunity  ?  Why,  in  fhort,  do  we  con- 
clude, that  the  great  God  himfelf  muft  be  jufl, 
but  becaufe  juftice  is  the  natural  confequence 
of  his  goodnefs  ?  That  fingle  precept.  Be  ye 
merciful y  as  your  Father  in  Heaven  is  merci^ 
ful,  comprehends,  in  fa(5l,  the  whole  of  moral 
virtue  j  and  it  is  elfevvhere  fo  explained  by 
our  Saviour  himfelf,  H^jofo  loveth  his  brother^ 
he  tells  us,  hath  fulfilled  the  lazv,  hath,  ac- 
cording to  the  ufual  acceptation  of  the  words, 
been  juif  as  well  as  merciful,  juft  to  the  poor 
as  well  as  rich,  jufl  to  every  man  as  his  bro- 
ther.*    This  reafoning,  applied  to  public  bo- 

*  Can  the  fame  fountain  fend  forth  fwcet  water  and 
bitter  ? 

dies. 
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dies,  carries  flill  greater  weight,  jullice  being 
the  chief  corner  ftone,  the  foundation  itfelf  of 
all  laws,  of  all  public  as  well  as  private  hap- 
pinefs  ;  I  mean  not  to  depreciate  your  prefent 
exertions,  nor  would  I  for  the  world.  'Thefe, 
as  our  Divine  Teacher  obferves,  ought  we  to 
'have  done^  hut  not  to  leave  the  other  undone. 
My  only  wiili  is,  that  they  may  in  due  time 
be  complete,  and  anfwer,  as  far  as  poflible,  the 
great  end  propofed  ;  that  whilft  we  are  fo 
much  engaged  in  labours  of  love,  in  being  io 
far  merciful  to  the  poor,  we  may  not  forget  to 
relieve  them  likewile  by  a  ilridt  conformity  to 
every  a(5l  of  juftice,  which  they  may  expedl 
from  us,  knowing,  that  whojoever  offendeth 
in  one  point,  in  one  fuch  point,  is  guilty  of  all. 
To  refume  our  former  allufion,  we  fhould  by 
BO  means  fufFer  the  root  itfelf  to  perilli  from 
a  minute  or  too  careful  an  attention  to  the 
branches,  and  the  branches  only  :  With  the 
root  the  branches  themfelves  muil  perifh. 
It  is,  in  fhort,  the  kind,  the  benevolent  pro- 
penlity,  fo  ilrongly  implanted  in  us  by  the 
God  of  nature,  the  philanthropic  difpofuion, 
which  fhould,  on  all  fuch  occafions,  be  at- 
tended to  more  than  every  thing  elfe.     Every 

thing 
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thing  elfe  will  be  added  unto  ity  will   follow 
of  courfe.* 

To  corredl  therefore  the  abufes  of  cha- 
rity, and  by  corrediing  them  to  promote  or 
chemli  luch  a  difpofition  amongft  us,  mufl: 
be  the  beft  way  of  lerving  the  poor  in  various 
refpecSls,  and  not  only  of  ferving  the  poor, 
but  the  community  in  general :  For  to  what, 
in  fa<5t,  are  we  principally  to  impute  our  pre- 
fent  calamities,  but  to  extreme  felfilhnefs,  a 
vulture-like,  inlatiable  rapacity,  which  Ihows 
itfelf  in  every  form,  in  every  rank  of  life,  and 
upon  almoft  every  occafion.*f'   Men,  in  fhort, 

who 

*  It  is  thus  that  we  are  to  attain  that  chriftian  excel- 
lence or  perfe6lion  of  loving  our  neighbour  as  ourfclvcs — 
of  doing  even  to  other Sy  as  we  wou'd  be  done  unto — of  hav- 
ing one  common  intcrejiy  as  members  of  the  fame  body. 
All  our  other  expedients  are  and  mull  he  of  a  fubordi- 
nate  nature,  and  we  can  only  depend  upon  them  fo  far, 
as  they  proceed  from  this  grand,  regulating  principle. 

t  This  evil,  from  a  fupine,  pufiUanimons  fubmif- 
fion  to  it,  is  become  at  length  alarming  in  the  higheft 
degree,  and  even  the  moft  prominent  feature  of  the  age 
^ild  country  in  which  we  live.     What  the   hiftoriaii 

oh- 
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who  have  been  long  accuftomed  to  fparc  nor 
the  moft  facred  even  ot  all  treafures,  that  trea- 

furc, 

obfcrved  to  the  difhonor  of  a  certain  well-known  indi- 
vidual, al'ieni  afpeltnsy  fui  profufus,  may  nr-v  with  too 
much  reafon  be  applied  to  individuals  in  general,  and 
the  latter  of  thefe  evils  is  undoubtedly  the  grand  caufe 
of  the  former :  the  one  cannot  be  fupplied  but  by  the 
other.  From  boundlefs  luxury  then  or  a  general  pro- 
fiifion  general  rapacity  of  courfe  muft  arife,  and  the 
very  worft  fymptom  of  it  is  that,  which  we  have  been 
fo  anxious  to  corre6l.  But  how,  alas  i  fliall  fuch  mighty 
evils  be  fuhdued,  when  neither  the  devaftations  of  war 
nor  the  apprehenfion  even  of  famine  itfelf  have  in 
the  leaft  degree  contributed  to  it  ? 

Here  perhaps  it  will  be  Ihrewdly  obferyed,  ^ 

**  By  devaftations  the  rough  warrior  gains, 

"  And  fan:;crs  fatten  molt,  when  famine  reigns.'* 

To  rhefe  we  might  add  a  long  and  honorable  train 
of  CO — t — rs,  monopolizers,  &c.  &c.  But  amid  fuch 
extortion,  fuch  real  fcarcity,  "uch  a  luxurious  con- 
fiimption,  what  is  to  become  of  the  poor  efpecially  ? 
If  we  are  fo  charitable  as  to  reflore  their  charities, 
will  there  not  IHU  be  a  legion  of  evils  to  contend 
■with  ?  That  Providence  generally  adapts  its  punifti- 
ments  to  the  peculiar  nature  of  man's  offences,  in  or- 
iJer  to  render  us  more  fenfible  of  them  ourfelves  as 
•well  as  a  more  ftriking  example  to  others,  is  a  truth, 

which 
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fare,  which  hath  been  devoted  to  mifeiy  and 
want,  are  fit  for  little  elfe,  but 

Treafons^  Jiratagems,  and  fpoUs, 

If  fuch  pra(5lices  remain  uncorred:cd,  we  may 
bid  adieu  to  all  focial  comfort. 

More  might  be  urged,  but  you  have  al- 
ready been  detained  too  long.  Permit  me 
only  to  obferve,  that  the  reafons  afligned  by 
your  very  judicious  and  publick-fpirited  fe- 
cretary  in  favor  of  a  general  inclofure  are 
not  lefs  applicable  to  a  general  reform  of  our 
charities.*  In  either  inftance  there  never  could 

which  might  be  confirmed  by  numberlefs  iiiftances  ; 
and  hath  been  finely  and  feafonably  illuftrated  in  a  late 
very  learned  treatife  on  the  Egyptian  plagues.  After 
fuch  an  alarm  then  (hall  we  perfevere  in  the  abufe  of 
its  blelTings,  until  the  very  bleilings  tjienifelves  are 
juftly  withdrawn  from  us  ?  It  will  not  be  improper  to 
add,  that  thofe,  who  have  been  chiefly  inllrumcntal  in 
caufing  publick  calamities  of  any  kind,  have  generally 
fuffered  from  them  in  the  moft  exemplary  manner. 
And  then  luhat  hath  pride  profited^  what  riches,  i^c. 

*  In  both  cafes  ob{lru6lions  there  certainly  have 
)been,  and  dill  are,  of  a  difagreeable  nature,  but  thofe 
obftrudlions  are  no  longer  to  be  regarded.  See  No.  139 
of  the  annals :  fee  our  appendix. 
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be  a  Wronger  plea.  Humanity  calls  aloud 
for  the  one ;  Humanity  and  juftice  for  the 
other.  On  fuch  occallons  there  can  be  no 
room  for  temporizing,  no  room  for  any  un- 
necelfary  delay.     Fiat  jujlitia,  ruac  ccelum.^ 

I  am,  Sir,  with  a  jufl  fenfe  of  that  high  and 
very  important   office,   which   you  fill  with 
fo  much  eclat  to  yourfelf  and  your  country, 
Your  moft  obedient, 
Humble  fervant, 

A  Citizen  of ,  and  truly  anxious  J  or 

its  honor,  its  profperity,  and  peace, 

P.  S.  Suppofe,  by  way  of  a  prefent  tem- 
porary expedient,  an  addrefs  from  the  board 
were  to  appear  in  a  few  of  the  publick  pa- 
pers or  your  annals  at  leafl,  recommending 
it  in  the  flrongeft  terms  to  individuals  as  well 
as  publick  bodies,  to  difpofe  of  their  chari- 
ties in  truft,  bond  fide,  and  with  all  that  at- 
tention, which  the  peculiar  circumftances  of 
the  times  may  require ;  exprefUve  of  a  real 
concern  alfo,  that  they  fhould  have  too  muc^ 

*  Juftice  indeed,  as  Mr.  Burke  obferves,  is  beyond 
a  doubt  even  the  {landing  policy  itfelf  of  civil  fociety. 

reafon 
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reafon  from  publick  as  well  as  private  rc- 
monftrances,"!'  to  take  a  ftep  fo  diilreffing  to 
themfelves,  fo  &c.  &c,  and  be  compelled,  if 
that  addrefs  doth  not  anfwer  the  end  pro- 
pofed,  to  have  recourfe  even  to  Parliament 
itfeif. 

The  board,'  I  hope,  will  excufe  this  li- 
berty j  for  having  neither  fpared  time,  la- 
bor, nor  cxpenfe,  in  the  purfuit  myfelf,  I 
even  fancy  that  others,  gentlemen  like  them 
efpecially,  will,  from  the  famie  motives,  be 
not  lefs  inclined  to  promote  it  to  the  utmofl 
of  their  power  j  and  of  their  power  who 
can  doubt  ?  What  an  effed;  an  addrefs  of 
this  kind  might  have  upon  the  moft  dilToIutc 
or  even  fordid  beings,  at  fuch  an  alarming 
crifis,  who  can  fay  ?*  To  the  virtuous  at 
leaft   and    well-difpofed,    who    through    the 

arti- 

t  See   the  conclufion   of  the   appendix,    a   part  of 
which  was  originally  included  in  the  poflfcript- 

*  When   the  divine  judgements  are  fo  manifeftly 

abroad  from  the  r'ljing  up  almo/i  of  the  fun  unto  the  going 

down  thereof  J  ivhen  the  ivhole  head  is  fick  and  the  whole  heart 

faint t  the  inhab'tants  of  the  earth  vwill  furely  learn  righ- 

teoufnefs^  will,  if  ever,  learn  to  do  juftice  and  iove  mercy. 

Other 
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artifice  of  others  or  for  want  merely  of  atten* 
tion  too  often  fall  into  fuch  errors,  it  might 
be  of  particular  life.  It  would  be  not  unlike 
that  moft  gracious,  divine  admonition,  Be- 
hold  thou  art  made  whole,  Jin  no  more,  leji 
a  iJi^orfe  thing  come  unto  thee^  and  were  it  at- 
tended with  no  other  effe(5l,  put  them  on  their 
guard  for  the  future. 

Other  expedients  we  may  piirfue,  but  that  alone  cart 
render  them  fuccefsful :  That  and  that  alone  can  ap- 
peafe  the  wrath  of  heaven,  and  bring  down  again  th^ 
long-wiftied  for  bleflings  of  peace  and  plenty* 


AN 
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AN 


APPENDIX, 


In  which  the  more  ejjentlal  articles   of  the 

charity^  alluded  to  in  the   title-page^  are 

Jeparately  confidered,  and  a  few  additional 

arguments    offered  in  favour  of  a  gene-" 

ral  reform  of  our  charities. 


-n 


It'' s  prefent  very  peculiar  ft  ate,  &c. 

The  mifapplication  of  Mr.  O— 
J — s's  charity  and  the  evils  likewife  arifing 
from  arbitrary  fines*  were  many  years  ago 
acknowledged  in  printed  hand-bills  by  the 
truftees  themfelves,  as  a  necefiary  ftep  to  a 

*  See  the  fubfequent  article. 

D  re- 
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reform.  Even  the  plan  of  an  afyluni  was^ 
after  four  general  nrieetings  of  the  b — y 
c — p — te  in  four  fucceffive  weeks,  pubhckly 
adopted  and  announced,  and  the  very 
ground,  upon  which  it  was  to  have  been 
eredled  in  a  manner  fixed  upon.  At  thefe 
meetings  our  noble  Feer  himfelf  prefided, 
and  was  at  that  time  uncommonly  anxious 
to  fee  the  fcheme  carried  into  execution. 
His  Lordfliip's  exertions  however,  ftrenu- 
ous  as  they  were,  proved  abortive.  But 
why  or  for  what  reafons  we  can  only  judge 
from  conjecture,  and  are  aflonifhed,  that 
the  whole  myfcery,  intereliing  as  it  is, 
hath  not  long  fince  been  explained  ejther 
by  him,  the  truflees  in  general  or  their' 
agent,  from  a  regard  in  ihort  to  their  own 
honour,  as  well  as  the  llitisfacfliion  of  the 
publick.  Memento's  of  the  mofl  urgent 
kind  have  not  been  wanting  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

We  were  alfo  particularly  deil rous  to 
learn,  what  kind  of  fecurity  can  induce 
them  to  prefer  4  to  5  f>er  cent,  for  fo  large 
a  furn,  intereft,  which  might  indifputably 
be  had,  and  upon  certain  fecurity  too.  Js 
3  it 
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it  on  ferret  Jinndy  or  in  nublhtSy  or  in  the  vafl 
abyfs  profound,  or  is  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  it  without  any  fecurity  in  the  hands 
of  one,  'who  makes  5  per  cent,  himfelf, 
and  is  thus  even  at  prefent,  as  being  truly 
miferable  and  in  extreme  want,  defervedly 
and  charitably  favoured  with  a  fifth  of  the 
fubfequent  revenue  ? 

If  fecurities  there  aire  of  a  regular  and  un- 
exceptionable kind,  why  fo  iludioufly  con- 
cealed? Notes,  bonds y  canals ^  we  can  by 
no  means  approve  of  as  fuch,  neither  are 
they  fo  in  fad:.  They  are  but  poor  fecuri- 
ties, alasl  for  the  poor  efpecially.  So  faith 
experience,  fo  laith  this  very  charity  itfelf ; 
which  hath  already  fuffered  to  a  large 
amount  by  the  two  latter,  and  may  from  the 
former  perhaps  fufFer  even  ftill  more. 

In  the  canal  alone  two  thoufand  pounds  of 
the  accumulated  fum  were  adually  funk 
many  years  ago,  which  with  the  intereft, 
that  might  Ijave  arifen  from  it,  we  fcruple 
not  to  include  under  the  fifteen  thoufand 
mentioned  in  the  advertiferaent, 

D  %  Such 
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Siich  a  bequejfl:  furely  was  not  intended 
jull  to  ferve  any  pre  fen  t  piirpofe  or  pur- 
pofes,  however  flattering,  however  popu- 
lar; to  be  fubjed:  to  perils  "either  by  wind 
or  by  water,  to  chance  in  any  w^ay  or  de- 
gree, but  to  be  preferved  as  ?i  f acred  deppjif^ 
an  inviolable  truji  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor 
jreeme?i  of  the  feveral  companies  for  ever. 
Shall  truftees,  ihall  thofe  efpecially,  who 
are  under  the  particular  diredlion  of  guides 
learned,  of  courfe,  as  tliey  mult  be  in  the 
law,  fpeculatc  thus?  Shall  their  guides  in- 
deed even  permit  them  to  do  fo  ?  Shall 
they  permit  them  to  fall  into  iuch  a  fatal 
error,  an  error  fo  inconfiftent  with  the  uni- 
form, the  well-known  determinations^  of 
chancery  itfelf?  Was  it,  in  ihort,  die"  way 
to  preferve  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the 
endowment  for  ever  9  Hath  it  proved  to 
be  fo  in  fad  ? 

The  writer's  impertinence,  he  hath  been 
told  by  the  parties  concerned,  was,  many 
years  ago,  the  caufe  of  advancing  the  inte- 
rcft  of  the  remaining  ■  part  of  the  accumu-» 
lated  fum,  that,  we  mean,  wliich  the  truf- 
tces  thcmfelves  acknowledge  to  be  fo,  viz. 

Xtn 
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ten  thoufand  pounds  and  upwards,  from  3 
to  4  per  ce7it.  For  many  years  before  that 
period,  as  he  hath  been  told  by  them  hkc- 
wife,  it  produced  only  three  to  the  compa^ 
nies,  and  for  fome  years  again  before  that, 
but  two.  We  are  now,  I  fear,  got  to  the 
ne  plus  ultray  fuch  is  the  abhorrence,  which 
our  fucccilive  truftees,  and  their  agent  in 
particular,  have  always  had  to  the  very  ap- 
pearance of  ufury.  There  may  however  be 
fome,  who  are  inclined  to  think,  that  the 
poor  at  leall:  were  not  thus  to  enjoy  t\\Q  full 
benefit  of  the  charity  according  to  the  ex- 
preflions  of  the  donor,  nor  will  others  per- 
haos  be  even  altoo^ether  reconciled  to  fuch  a 

i.  o 

pious  ufe  of  it.  With  refped:  to  the  poor, 
were  the  poor  to  enjoy  it,  or  In  for 0  confcl- 
eiitia^  where  in  facSl  is  the  difference  be- 
tween depriving  them  of  a  part  of  the 
principal,  or  of  the  intereft,  which  that 
principal  ought  to  produce  ?  However  cri- 
minal the  former  may  be,  the  latter  is  cer- 
tainly not  lefs  fo. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  ofiicial 

printed  hand-bill,  circulated   in  confequence 

Cif   the   feveral    meetings   held    in    the  year 

P   3  17J6, 


(    38    ) 

1786,  and  which,  we  prefume,  is  alone  a 
fufficient  proof,  that  a  reform  of  our  chari* 
ties  was  become  neceiTary,  in  the  opinion 
even  of  the  parties  concerned. 

''C- — -r,  Nov.  16,  1786. 
''  THE  truilees  of  the  late  O— n  J— s's 
**  will  having  intimated  to  the  aldermen 
*  ■  and  ftewards  of  the  feveral  companies  of 
**  this  city  their  defire,  that  fuch  of  the 
**  companies,  as  had  lately  made  orders  to 
■*  increafe  the  fines  payable  on  the  admif- 
*'  fioh  of  brothers  into  their  refpe(ftive  fo- 
**  cieties,  fhould  make  void  thofe  orders, 
"  and  reftore  the  orders  regulating  the  ad- 
**  miflion  of  brothers  which  w'ere  in  fdrce 
**  on  the  fcventh  d^ij  nf  Jiate,  ^']S']}  to  the 
*'  intent  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
**  feveral  companies  might  be  the  better  pre- 
^^  ferved  and  Jupported,  the  ohjedls  of  this, 
**  as  zvell  as  feveral  other  benef actions  in 
*'  this  city,  particularly  lot  gowns  enlarged y 
*'  and  the  poor  freemen  in  general  have  the 
**  benefit  of  them.  The  rruflees  have  no 
**  doubt y  but  fuch  companies  as  have  not 
**  already  co?nplied  with  the  above  intima- 
^*  tion  will  foon  dq  fo.     They  therefore  ear- 

^*  pcilly 
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'  nefdy  recommend  it  to  thofe  freemen, 
'  who  are  not  already  members  of  compa^ 
'  «/Vj,  but  have  a  legal  right  to  becoine  fuch, 

*  forthwith  to  apply  for  admiflion,  on  the 
'  fines  payable  previous  to  the  feventh  day 
'■  of  June,  1757,  to  the  intent  the  above- 
'  mentioned  charitable  purpofes  may  be  bet- 

*  ter  anfwered'W. 


The  objedls  of  this  addrefs  then  were  ex-, 
prefsly,  ift,  to  regulate  or  reform  our  chari- 
ties, that  they  might  the  better  anfwer  the 
purpofes,  to  which  they  were  refpe&ively  de- 
voted—  2d,  to  enlarge  or  augment  them — 
3d,  to  adopt  both  thefe  expedients y^r  the 
benefit  of  or  with  a  view  to  ferve  the  poor 
freemen  in  general,  a  benefit  confequently, 
of  which  they  were  at  that  time  and  long 
had  been  deprived. 

It  is  ncedlcfs  perhaps  to  obferve,  that  every 
grievance  of  this  fort  is  here  in  effed:  laid  to 
the  charge  of  the  ilewards  of  the  companies  : 
But  why  as  being  leading  members  of  thofc 
companies  and  their  ilewards  of  courfc  in 
general,  did  not  the  truflees  themfelves  pre- 
vent fuch   abufes  from   the  firfl:,  or  was  it 

D  4  not 
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not  in  their  power  at  all  times  to  remove 
every  obflruction,  that  might  in  the  leaft  in- 
terrupt the  current,  or  regular  courfe  of  the 
charities.  Evafions  or  fubterfuges  of  this 
fort  to  a  liberal  mind  are  more  diftreffing, 
than  the  faults  themfelves. 

Reader,  canft  thou  fuppofe,  that  after  the 
circulation  of  fuch  a  memorable  hand-bill, 
imniediately  after  it,  the  whole  bufinefs  was 
fufpended  at  once,  and  never  rcfumed. 

As  to  the  feveral  other  benefacflions,  I 
fliall  only  obferve  in  general,  that  according 
even  to  the  printed  hand-bill  it'felf  they 
are  all  in  much  the  fame  ftate  with^this 
and  the  Lot  Gowns ^  a  moil  wretched  Hate 
indeed.  Of  the  principal  articles  therefore 
or  general  charge,  may  I  not  fay  with  the 
great  Roman  orator,  Habco  confitejitem  rcum. 
If  proofs  were  wanting,  other  proofs  there 
are  in  great  abundance.* 

Under 

*  We  fome  time  ago  endeavoured  to  influence  thefe 
gentlemen  by  the  following  quotations  from  a  moft 
elegant  writer,  as  well  as  diftinguiilied  politician; 
quotations,  which  cannot  be  too  often  repeated  in  a 

cafe 
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Under  this  head  the  reader  miifl:  be  "in- 
formed, that  from  the  very  comniencemeat 

cafe  like  this,  or  for  tbe^benefit  of  mankind  in  gene- 
ral. They  contain  a  golden  rule  of  the  very  firll  im- 
portance. "  I  own,"  fays  he,  *'  I  cannot  compre- 
**  bend,  that  there  is'  any  dignity  either  in  being  in 
**  the  wrong,  or  perfifting  in  it.  I  have  known 
"  friendfliip  preferved  and  alFeclion  gained,  but  I  ne- 
"  ver  knew  dignity  loll  by  the  candid  acknowledge- 
*'  ment  of  an  error. 

*'  Every  candid  miniPicr  muft  own,  that  adminif- 
^^  tration  has  fufFered  in  more  inftances  than  one  both 
*'  in  intereft  and  credit,  by  not  chafing  to  give  up 
**  points,  that  cannot  be  defended."  See  the  fpeech 
intended  to  have  been  fpoken  in  the  American  buii- 
nefg,  p.  21. 

An  ingenious  writer,  fpcaking  of  this  celebrated 
performance,  obfcrves,  "  that  our  ill-fated  nation  will 
*'  long  lament,  that  it  had  neither  forefight  to  dif- 
*'  cern,  nor  tlie  virtue  to  embrace  the  truths,  he 
*'  told."  See  Hiftorical  remarks  on  taxation,  6cc 
p.  78. 

But  Iiere  tliecafe  is  of  a  dill  more  extraordinary  na- 
ture. The  parties  concerned  are  even  fenfible  of 
their  error,  have  even  acknowledged  the  truths,  that 
were  told  them,  in  the  moft  unequivocal  manner,  but 
hitherto  at  ieail  have  by  no  means  had  the  virtue  to  a6l 
accordingly.  How  fatal  mufi:  be  the  confequences  of 
luch  infatuation  !  How  vain  their  dependance,  &c. ! 

of 
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of  the  dilpute,  we  have  always  had  too 
much  realbn  to  be  appreheniive  for  the  ac- 
cumulated fum,  and  we  at  firfl  importuned 
the  leading  truftee  to  place  it  in  the  funds, 
the  3  per  cents :  being  at  that  time  very  low, 
not  more,  we  believe,  than  54  or  55.  We 
even  ventured  to  obferve,  that  there  it  fliould 
be,  as  well  for  the  credit  and  fecurity  of  the 
ti*uilees  themfelves,  as  the  fatisfadlion  of 
the  parties  concerned,  nor  would  chancery 
itfelf  admit  of  any  alternative.  We  ob- 
ferved  farther,  that  the  perfons,  who  par- 
took, whether  juftly  or  unjuftly,  mufi:  de- 
rive a  coniiderable  advantage  from  fuch  a 
ilep  ;  fo  that,  in  fadt,  no  one  could  have 
theleaft  objecftion  to  it.*  But  even  that- ar- 
gument, 

*  The  funds  ever  were  the  proper  place  for  fuch 
ipndowments,  and  are  not  lefs  fo,  it  Is  prefumed, 
amid  the  fundry  and  manifold  changes,  the  unaccount- 
able flu6luations  of  the  prefent  day.  What  fums, 
what  immenfe  fums  have  been  facrificed  for  want  of 
fuch  a  general  precaution,  a  precaution,  which  fhould 
by  no  means  be  left  to  the  caprice  of  individuals  of 
every  or  even  of  any  defcription.  In  the  prcfcnt 
inftance  it  behoves  us  to  profefs,  that  we  are  not  with- 
??at  our  apprehenfions  of  a  particular  nature,    and 

ihall. 
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gument,  irrefiftible  as  it  feemed  to  be,  was 
by  no  means  attended  with  the  defired  ef» 
fed:.  This  was  the  iirft  bad  fy mptom,  and 
this  the  truflee,  who,  after  having  long 
flattered  us  with  the  hopes  of  a  perfe(5t  re- 
form, introduced  the  pradlice  of  taking 
bonds  of  indemnity  from  the  very  objedls 
themfelves. 

That  there  is  an  unfortunate  embargo  of 
fome  kind  or  other  upon  the  cafh,  which  at 
prefent  perhaps  chancery  alone  can  remove, 
we  fliall  always  think,  until  proper  autho- 
rity hath  convinced  us  of  our  error.  Why 
elfe  have  fo  many  of  the  truflees,  the  great 

— ^-  in  particular,  fallen  off  from  the 

flrongefl  engagements,  publick  as  well  as 
private,  and  on  an  occalion  efpecialJy  fuch 
as  that,  which  had  produced  the  printed 
hand-bill,    at    the    very    inftant    of    trial? 

Iliall,  upon  a  proper  ocgafion,  be  :^t  all  times  ready  to 
explain  them, 

Qu.  Should  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  remain- 
ing principal  be  lofl efpecially,  what  cla- 
mours fliall  we  have  from  every  quarter,  and  upon 
■whom  will  they  ultimately  and  jyftiy  fall? 

This, 
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This,  in  f-:6l,  is  the  cnly  favourable  inter- 
pretation, which  fuch  tranfaclions  will  ad- 
mit of,  though  by  no  means  an  apology  for 
them,  and  this  indeed  unravels  at  once  the 
whole  myflery.  The  truflees,  we  prefume, 
not  having  attended  to  the  bufinefs  them- 
felves,  but  little  fufped:ed,  that  the  Sine  qua 
non  was  in  limbo,  until  it  became  neceflary 
to  fulfil  their  engagement,  and  even  that  fe- 
cret,  we  fhould  imagine,  was  imparted  to 
thofe  only  of  the  current  year ;  fo  that  many 
promJfed,  but  not  an  individual  perhaps 
had  it  in  his  power  to  perform. 

I'hat  liberties  of  this  kind  fliould  be  talien 
with  publick bodies,  by  one  efpecially,  who 
is  nothing  more  than  their  Jcr'ibe,  the  very 
few  ant  of  all,  feems,  we  muft  confefs,  ra- 
ther improbable.  But  the  following  anec- 
dote, communicated  to  us  by  the  gentleman 
himfeif,  will  perhaps  remove  at  once  all  our 
fcruples.  Not  having  been  accuftomed  to 
be  led  in  the  trammels  of  a  T —  C — ,  like 
many  of  his  m.ore  humble  brethren,  he  pe- 
remptorily infilled,  at  one  of  their  publick 
meetings,  upon  feeing  the  black  book  rela- 
tive to  the  charity.     This  was  no  unreafon- 

able 
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able  demand.  His  fubftitute  however  would 
not  grant  him  that  indulgence  without  an 
engagement  of  fecrccy;  but  even  told  him, 
that  he  could  have  no  concern  with  any 
tranfacftions,  except  thofe  of  his  own  year. 
This  was  Cardinal  Wolfey*s  I  and  my  king^ 
or  the  fe7'va?it  above  his  majier^  in  perfec- 
tion. But  if  this  be  the  nature  of  a  trull, 
if  this  be  law,  why  any  books,  why  an 
agent,  why  emoluments  without  end  ? 
Burn    the  books,  .&c.   &c. 

And  why  fecrecy?  The  Abbe  Pvaynal 
hath  with  too  much  reafon  obferved,  "  that 
injuftice  and  tyranny  love  darknefs,  in  order 
to  conceal  themfelves  from  their  intended 
vicftims."  V.  I.  p.  396.  In  a  charitable 
bufinefs  at  leaft,  every  circumflance  through- 
out every  department,  inftead  of  being  en- 
veloped in  Egyptian  darknefs,  fliould  to  all 
the  world  be  as  clear,  as  the  fun  at  noon-day, 
to  a  truflee  in  particular. 


With 
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With  refpedi    to   the   companies    a:'id    their 
f.nes,    which  occafioncd  the  printed  hand- 
bill. 

THESE  fines  have  long  been  the  fource 
of  great  and  perpetual  evils  in  various  re- 
fpecfts.  The  reader  therefore  muft  permit 
tis  to  expatiate  a  httle  on  fo  intereiling  a 
part  of  the  fubject. 

Many  are  the  pccuharities,  that  diftin- 
guifli  this  charity  in  its  prefent  jlate^  and  it 
is  hard  to  fay,  which  of  them  is  the  leaft 
excufable.  For  near  a  century  the  poor 
brethren  had,  according  to  the  language  of 
the  will,  enjoyed  the  rents  and  profits  of 
the  eftate  quietly  and  without  interruption. 
But  when  the  mine  poured  forth  its  treafures, 
thofe  treafures,  the  rich  brethren  fagacioufly 
obferved,  were  neither  rents  nor  profits^  but 
their  own  favings,  clearly  proving  the  weak- 
nefs  of  that  old,  that  univerfal  maxim, 
from  nothing  nothing  can  come;  for  out  of 
no  income  at  all  by  a  new  fpecies  of  ceco- 
nomy,  from  no  principal  even  a  very  large 

one 


(     47     ) 

one  was  faved  according  to  their  own  ac- 
count. 

Of  the  revenue  arifingfrom  lience  they  con- 
defcended  at  firft  to  partake  only  with  the  reft 
of  their  brethren,  but  having  tafted  it's  fweets 
and  the  profpecfl,  alas!  brightening  up  con- 
tinually upon  them,  they  refolved  in  an  evil 
hour,  as  we  fhould  fuppofe,  to  enjoy  the 
whole,  and  foon  thought  of  amofl  happy  ex- 
pedient for  the  purpofe.  The  expedient  was 
nothing  more,  than  a  gradual  excluiion  of  real 
objecfts,  of  the  poor  in  general,  out  of  their 
companies  by  enormous ^  arbitrary  fines,  fines 
advanced  from  one  or  two  pounds  to  forty  or 
lifty  or  more,  fo  far  at  leaft  as  to  amount  to  a 
complete  prohibition.  Thus  each  company 
was  in  fa6t  foon  reduced  to  a  few,  very  few 
individuals.     In  that  of  the  fifhmonrers   it 

o 

was  not  fo  much,  as  thou  and  Ziba  divide 
the  fpoil.  There  remained  only  one  folitary 
brother,  who  died  but  a  fliort  time,  before 
the  long-expecStcd  golden  fhowcr  fell.  Sen- 
fible  however  of  his  approaching  end  this 
very  valuable  and  publick-fpirited  citizen 
took  care  to  adopt  a  few,  like  himfelf,  on  the 
bell   terms,  we   may   prefume^    which   the 

cif- 
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circumilances  of  fuch  a  cafe  would  ad- 
mit of.  Thefe  were  the  very  men,  to 
whom  we  are  in  a  great  meafure  indebted 
for  the  happy  introdudlion  of  bonds  of 
indemnity,  fome  account  of  which  wc 
lliall  give  the  reader  in  due  time. 

The  diflindion  then  between  the  original 
and   fubfequent  revenues    not   having   been 
preferved,  the  rich   brethren  of  each  com- 
pany by  this   one  manoeuvre  neceifarily  are, 
or   foon    will    be    poiielTed    even    of  both, 
without  having  the  leafi:  right,  the  leafl  flia- 
dow  of  a  right./  the  lead:  pretcniion  to  ei- 
ther; and   thus,  in    fa 61,  the   difcovery  of 
the  mine  was  to  the  poor,  to  tbofe  we  mean, 
who  had  a    right   from  fervitude  or.  patri- 
mony to  an  admiliion  into  the  companies,  a 
moft  unfortunate  event.     With  the  accumu- 
lated fum  they,  of  courfe,  loft  the  rents  and 
profits^  that   revenue,   which  had   long  been 
enjoyed  by  them  without  the  leaft  molefta- 
tion.     In  vain  did  Providence  difplay  fuch 
peculiar   loving-kincincfs    in    pouring    forth 
it*s  fecrct  treafures  for  their  relief!     In  vain 
did   Mr.  O — n  J — s,  that   moft  benevolent 

man. 
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man,  endure  many  a  fiimmer*s  fcorching 
fun,  many  a  winter's  chilling  blaft,  from 
the  hopes  of  being  enabled  to  leave  fome 
memorial,  fame  happy,  perpetual  memo- 
rial, of  his  regard  for  them. 

In  the  advertifement  we  have  alfo  obferved, 
that  not  content  with  excluding  the  poor, 
and  partaking  largely,  of  courfe,  once  in 
twenty-four  years,  or  according  to  the  plain 
language  of  the  don.or  i?i  their  rotatioji^  there 
are  many,  who  even  infinuate  themfelves 
into  different  companies  one  after  another, 
and  partake  with  all.  This  is  frequently 
done  by  becoming  their  clerk,  or,  in  fa(fl, 
their  footman  out  of  livery  on  eleemofynary 
flipends.  What  an  honourable  diflindlion 
for  thofe  efpecially,  who  have  f:::me  preten- 
fions  to  the  notice  of  the  publick ! 

The  reader  like  wife  mufl  be  informed, 
that  as  our  m — y — r  and  iheriffs,  the  anr 
nual  truftees,  are  all  members  of  a  com- 
pany, and  as  the  richeft  never  fcruple  to 
partake,  whenever  it  is  in  their  power  to  do 
it,  the  objed:s,  of  courfe,  thofe  who  have 
received,  muft  frequently   become  truftees, 

E  and 
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and  after  being  truflees  objedls  again,  by  a 
kind  of  an  afcending  and  defcending  line; 
and  it  even  fometimes  happens,  that  the 
triiftees  arc  both  truflees  and  objed.s  upon 
the  fame  occaiion;  confequently  they  arc 
often  paid,  as  truilees,  for  paying  them- 
felves  as  objed:s,  or  partakers  with  their  re- 
fpetlive  companies.  Thus  do  we  fee  our 
Right  Woriliipfu],  the  great  reprefentative 
of  his  royal  mailer,  divide  the  fpoil,  the 
charity  of  a  butcher  with  &c.  &c.  Was 
there  ever  fuch  a  degradation  of  real  majefty, 
for  fo  it  may  be  called,  on  the  iinmenfe  the- 
atre of  the  civilized  world !  Is  there  a 
lingle  inflance  to  be  found,  where  the  fame 
individual  may  at  the  fame  time  be  a  truflec 
and  objed:  of  the  very  fame  charity  ?  What 
a  confufion  of  ideas,  language,  Sec.  y 

We  hope  however,  that  the  annals  or  ci- 
vic hiftory  of  our  town  will  not  be  difgraced 
again  by  another  fuch  inftance,  another  in 
the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year,  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  ninety-five, 

Qu.  if  the  fines  were  reduced  in  fad:,  as 
fome  of    the   truflees  pretend,    why   not  a 

reform 
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reform  according  to  the  printed  hand-bill? 
Why  even  a  relapfe?  Could  there  be  a 
more  ariking  proof,  that  the  permarent 
p!:i  !,  m  ihort,  of  an  afyiuin  is  tut  only 
one.  which   we    can    hope    for    an 

efftciuai   reform  ? 

As  a  confirmation  of  this  it  is  painful 
to  add,  that  even  the  few  real  ohje&s  Jilll 
in  the  companies  are  but  httle  benefited  by 
the  charity;  their  .fhares,  long  before  they 
become  due,  being  generally,  if  not  always, 
facrificed  in  the  moment  of  diflrefs  to  men 
with  iron  bowels  for  a  little  prefent  relief,  a 
mefs  even  of  porridge. 


With  reJpeB  to  the  meaning  of  profits,  tht 
foundation  of  this  difptiie,  &c» 

IN   the  preceding  article  we  had  occafion 
juft  to  introduce  rents  znd  profits,  the  terms, 

which  Mr.  O — n  J s  makes  ufe  of  in 

his  bequeft  to  the  companies.  The  meaning 
of  the  latter  is,  we  prefume,  fufficiently 
afcertaincd  by  it*s  etymology  alone;  and,  if 
we  may  judge  from  experience,  no  word 
E  2  in 
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in  the  language  is  either  fo  well  underilood, 
or  fo  univerfally  applied  in  it's  fullefi:  ex- 
tent. It  is  in  evt;ry  view  a  wordofbound- 
lefs  fignification.  The  profits  of  an  eftate 
cannot,  in  fhort,  but  include  every  thing, 
which  that  eftate  produceth  in  every  pofTiblc 
way,  above,  on,  or  beneath  it*s  furface.   Had 

Mr.  O — n  J -s  indeed   been  converfant 

in  the  antiquities  of  his  own  country,  he 
might  pofTibly  have  adopted  a  claufe,  that 
in  exprefs  terms  would  have  anfvvered  his 
purpofe  j  and  which  is  to  be  met  with  only 
in  writings  of  the  oldeft  date. 

**  I  William  king  of  England  give  from 
*'  me    and    mine    to   thee   and    thine   the 

«< of    ■ fro77i    heaven 

*'  above  to  hell  beneath, ^^  How  compre- 
heniive  in  meaning,  yet  how  concife ! 
How  different  from  the  everlafting  jargon 
&c. !  Such  was  the  whole  form  of  a  con- 
veyance in  William  the  Conqueror's  time, 
and  there  is  in  reality  a  grant  of  this  fort 
how  exiting  from  even  William  himfelf  to 
a  family  in  our  own  county. 

But  if  any  doubt  could  arife  from  thefc 
«xpreffions,    he   himfelf  with   a   prophetic 

kind 
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J^lnd  of  fagacityy  hath  explained  their 
meaning  in  the  moft  general,  the  moft  unex- 
eepricnable  terms,  by  full  profits  Sec.  and 
as  if  not  fatisfied  with  that,  by  the  nvhoU 
and  full  benefit  &c.  Could  even  language 
A^o  more  ?     See  the  abfiraS  from  the  will. 

How  the  truftees  therefore  were  led  into 
fuch  a-  palpable  error ^  we  prefume  not  to 
fay,  but  fhall  always  be  of  opinion,  that  if 
the  mine  again  pours  forth  its  golden  tor- 
rents, they  themfelves,  mutatis  mutandis^ 
will  not  fuffer  their  courfe  to  be  diverted  for 
the  fake  oj  favings  or  under  any  fuch  pre- 
tence, but  claim  the  whole,  as  real  profits  i 
favings  they  could  not  be  called  by  any 
figure,    or  diftortion   of  fpeech. 

But  Mr.  O — n  J — s,  it  is  faid,  never 
thought  of  a  mine^  a  fub/equent  fund  &g. 
What  then?  He  gave  away  that,  from 
whence  it  arofe  to  a  particular  ufe  without 
the  leafl:  referve  or  exception.  Confequently 
be  gave  the  whole,  all  that  he  was  entitled 
to  himfelf,  and  if  his  will  was  not  fufficient 
to  transfer  the  invifible,  as  well  as  vifible,  the 
fubterraneous,  as  well  as  fuperficial  advanta- 
E  3  ges 


(     54    ) 

ges  to  the  charity  itfelf,  what  concern  can  it's 
truftees  have  with  them  ?  Here  the  argu- 
mentum  d  fortiori  was  too  glaring.* 

But  where,  it  is  faid  likewife  with  no 
fmall  degree  of  felf-importance,  would  this 
money  have  been,  this  money,  about  which 
you  are  for  ever  boring  us.  Sir,  had  not  wc 
ourfelvcs  faved  it?f  Saved,  ftridly  fpeak- 
ing,  it  was  not,  &c. 

But  admitting  the  exprefTion,  why  at 
leaft  fhould  it  not  have  been  faved  for  the 
ufe  and  advantage  oj  the  poor  brethren  only? 
What  elfe  could  in  any  degree  juiliify  the 
proceeding?      Were  a   common   or  private 

*  Their  province  is  only  to  fee  the  will  carried  into 
execution,  whatever  it  may  be,  but  by  no  means  to 
fuperfede  the  legatee*  In  any  refpedl. 

\  The  queftion  with  us  is  of  a  more  determinate 
as  well  as  a  more  eflential  kind,  and  yet  admits  not, 
it  feems,  of  a  more  fatisfa£tory  anfwer.  We  are  only 
defirous  to  know,  what  is  become  of  \\\t{^  favings, 
fav'd  as  they  were  at  firft  with  fo  much  care,  fo  much 
fidelity,  &c.  &c.  But  a  day  of  account  there  muft 
be,  and  then    ,.     ■. 

trufte^ 
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truflce  to  make  life  of  fuch  a  plea  in  a  (imi- 
lar  cafe,  Ihould  we  not  at  once  exclaim, 

Hic  niger  eji,    hinc  tu,  Romane^    caveto. 

Our  antagonifts  themfelves  perhaps  would 
even  fet  the  example;  and  what  are  they,  in 
fad:,  but  common  truftees? 

Here  it  will  not  be  improper  to  corred  a 
few  errors,  which  have,  we  prefume,  con- 
tributed to  miflead  the  truitees  in  refped  to 
this  important  bulinefs.  Of  one  of  them 
our    quondam    Recorder    T  was    the 

caufe,    or  if  not  the   caufe,    at   leail:   con- 
firmed them  in  it. 

He  was  of  opinion,  that  the  mayor  and 
fheriffs  were  ex  officio  obliged  to  ad:  as 
truftees,  according  to  the  uniform  example 
of  their  predecefTors,*  and   by  his  written 

*  If  this  be  admitted,  there  is  an  end  of  our  difpute 
at  once.  It  may  juft  as  well  be  faid,  that  the  truf- 
tees and  rich  brethren  mufl  all  continue  to  partake, 
as  their  predeceflbrs  have  done.  And  thus  the  influ- 
ence alas!  of  example,  than  which  nothing  can  be 
more  mifchievous  in  general,  is  to  fuperfede  or  tri- 
uinph  over  truth,  reafon,  juftice,  humanity,  &c.  &c. 

E  4  fiat 
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fiat    actually  conilrained   one  gentleman  to 
fubjed:  himfclf  to  the  manifold  evils  of  fuch 
an  error.     How  great  is  the  influence,  how 
great,    how  unpardonable  the   mifchief    of 
profeffional  folly?    This  is  the  broken  reed, 
in  which  we  are  too  apt  to  confide  without 
the  leaft  apprehenfion  of  danger.    Had  a  plain 
man,  Tom  Simple  or  limple  Tom,  obtruded 
fuch  an  opinion,  it  would  have  been  inllantly 
treated  with  every  mark  of  contempt.     For 
whence  could  fuch  an  obligation  arife?    The 
example  furcly  of  his   predecefTors  was  by 
no  means  to  regulate  his   conduct  either  in 
accepting  or  difcharging  the  truft.     Was  the 
mayor  or  llieriftin  Ihort,  who  firft  accepted 
it,    obliged    to    take    fuch   an   office    upon 
himfelf  from  any  confideration  whatfoever  ? 
No  :  Why  then  Ihould  his  fuccefTors  be  de- 
prived of  that   liberty,    the  liberty,    which 
he  had,  of  declining  it? 

The  offices  of  mayor  and  fherilF  the  ge- 
nerality of  citizens  may  be  compelled  to 
ferve.  But  the  truft  is  plainly  optional, 
plainly  of  the  common  kind,  and  whofo- 
ever  becomes  refponfible  for  it,  can  only  be 
fo  by  voluntarily   Undertaking  that  charge, 

when 
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when  his  publick  duty  obHoeth  him  to  enter 
upon  the  other.*  From  thele  obfervations  it 
is  plain,  that  the  example  of  his  predeec'l- 
fors  is  no  exam.ple  for  him,  that  he  may, 
according  to  his  own  inclination,  either 
accept  or  decline  the  truft;  but  if  he  accepts 
it,  he  muft  then  indeed  become  an  examiple 
himfelf,  a  complete,  a  publick  example  of 
fidelity,  juflice,  companion,  &c.  &c.  and 
obliterate,  as  far  as  poliible,  the  difgrace, 
which  may  in  any.refped:  have  been  brought 
upon  the  city  itfelf,  it's  police,  the  B — d — y 
in  general,  which  prendcs  over  it,  ccc.  &c. 

Nor  is  it  lefs  plain,  that  if  a  truftee 
fbould  violate  his  truil:  and  be  called  to  an 
account  for  it,  his  hopes  of  protediion  from 
the  b — d — y  c — p — te  in  its  corporate 
capacity  muft  vaniih  at  once,  like  the  bafe- 
iefs  fabrick  of  a  viiion,  the  charitable  fund 
and  corporation-revenue,  though  under  the 
direction  of  the  fame  individuals,  being 
each  appropriated  to  it's  particular  and  very 

*  Why  Oiould  a  Mayor  or  Sheriff  be  obliged  to  a€i 
as  truftee  for  others,  more  than  every  private  citizen, 
in  a  cafe  efpccially  fo  deranged  as  this  ?  Who  in  ihort 
can  a6l  with  propriety  ? 

diflFerent 
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different  purpofe.*  To  thofe  purpofes  they 
muil:  be  confined.  But  alas!  upon  fuch  an 
occafion  neither  money  itfelf  nor  connec- 
tions could,  we  apprehend,  be  of  any 
ufe. 

Since  this  bufinefs  hath  been  invert igated, 
it  is  become  no  uncommon  thing  for  a  truf- 
tee  to  fay  in  his  own  defence,  I  had  not  the 
leafb  concern  with  it;  I  neither  received  nor 
diflributed  the  cafli  ;  I  left  the  whole  to  the 
care  and  circumfped:ion  of  Recorder  T— 

and  our  T C .     Thefe  gentlemen 

however,  it  feems,  have  always  conde- 
fcended  to  accept  the  gratuity,  and  with  it 
the  trufi:  of  courfe.  For  how  could  they  be 
entitled  to  the  one,  but  in  confequence  of 
the  other  ?  viz.  for  feeing  this  part  of  the 
Donor  s  will  well  and  truly  performed,  and 
ufing  all  care  and  circumfpe^ion^  that  no 
increepers  Jhall  have  any  benefit  at  all.  Thus 
it  is,  that  they  become  juftly  and  com- 
pletely refponfible  for  the  fins  of  others. 

*  Why  fhould  a  corporation  revenue  or  charitable 
fund  proteft  every , 

3  Qi!- 
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■  Qu.  If  a  truflce  takes  the  gratuity  and 
<^oncerns  hihTfelf  no  farther  with  the  trufl, 
i.  e.  if  he  takes  the  J^ernel    and   leaves  the 

fhell,  v/ho   will  eat    it?     What efpe- 

cially,  can  he  fuppofc,  will  difcharge  fuch 
an  engagement  tor  nothing,  difcharge  it,  we 
mean,  as  the  donor  requires,  aiming  at  no 
private  intereji^  for  fwjour  or  affeElion^  but 
only  the  glory  oj  God  and  fervice  of  his 
church.  Will  they  not  rather  be  governed 
by  all  the  three  ? 

Or  if  he  was  afliamed  of  their  proceed- 
ings and  could  not  even  think  of  acHiing  with 
them,  is  he  leis,  is  he  not  ftill  more  inex- 
ciifabie  ?  Should  he  not  in  that  cafe  have 
exerted  the  utmofl:  of  his  power  and  refcued 
the  charity  from  every  depredation  ? 

Little  do  thefe  gentlemen  confider,  that 
the  perfon,  who,  according  to  this  rcprefen- 
tation,  principally  tranfadls  the  bufinefs,  is 
in  fict,  but  agent  to  the  truftees,  and  there- 
fore not  in  the  leaft  accountable  for  the  trufl 
himfelf.  His  conducfl  in  fliort  is  their*s, 
and  they  muft  in  all  refpeds  be  refponfible 
for  it,    refponfible   for  the  difpofal  of  the 

principal. 
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principal,  as  well  as  intcreft,  &g.  6cc.  So 
that  the  iruilees,  if  they  did  but  attend  to 
their  pecuniary  intereft  alone,  would,  of  all 
perfons,  be  the  moil  anxious  for  a  re- 
form. 

Nor  will  the  pretended  or  real  influence, 
the  pretended  or  real  conient  of  the  compa- 
nies, in  the  leaft  protecl  them,  if  they 
ihould  unfortunately  tranfgrefs.  The  cha- 
rity is  perpetual:  the  charily  muft  not  fuffer 
through  the  folly  or  mifcondudl  of  any 
perfon  or  perf-.ns.  Their's  is  the  power, 
and  for  the  exercife  or  ncgled  of  that  power 
they  themftlves  or  their  executors  are  and 
always  will  be  accountable.  '1  he  companies, 
it  is  true,  have,  each  of  them,  under  certain 
reftric^ions,  a  right  to  the  full  enjoyment  for 
their  refpedive  years,  and  that  is  all. 


Concerning  feme  other  laiv-opinwns  relative 
to  the  cafc&c. 

MUCH  hath  been  faid  of  the  large 
fums  expended  by  the  b — d — y  c — p — te 
in  defence  of  their  tolls,  their  charter,  &e. 

arid 
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and  efpecially  of  a  fingle  demand  prefentcd 
to  them  upon  one  of  thofe  occafions  by 
their  quondam  town-clerk  of  bill-making 
memory,  a  demand  amounting  to  fome  thou- 
fands.  All  this  we  admit;  for  no  one 
hafted  to  be  rich  more,  than  that  well- 
known  Bubble  of  the  day.  Yet  ftill  it  is 
not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  charitable  funds 
were  ever  proilituted  to  fuch  unhallowed 
purpofes,  nor  can  we  ourfelves  indeed,  with 
any  degree  of  patience,  bear  the  leaft  infi- 
nuation  of  that  kind.  But  whatever  our 
fentiments  may  be  in  this  refpe(ft,  there  are 
men  of  diilorted  minds,  who  fancy,  they 
know  every  thing,  when,  in  fadt,  they 
know  nothing,  and  account  for  the  moll 
myfterious  tranfid:ions  in  their  own  way. 
Fublick  bodies  too,  a  body  corporate  efpe- 
cially, invefted  with  the  highefl  degree  of 
power,  fliould  like  the  wife  of  Caefar,  not 
only  be  free  from  all  faults,  but  from  the 
very  fufpicion  of  them,  or  like  even  a  la- 
dy's honour,  which  according  to  Mr.  Dry- 
den's  more  elegant  alluiion, 

*'  Nice,  as  ermines^,  Vviil  not  bear  a  foil." 

Yet 


(    6z    ) 

Yet  I  n\u{\:  confefs,  it  furprized  mc  not  a 
little  to  hear  from  the  mouth  of  a  triiitee, 
that  even  a  large,  a  very  large  fum  was  pro- 
flituted  at  one  time  to  our  quondam  Recor- 
der T for  opinions,  relative  to  the  cha- 
rity itfelf,  opinions,  which  except  one, 
that  will  adorn  a  fubfequent  article,  and  iiluf- 
trate  the  whole  cafe  in  general,  were  totally 
inconfiftent  with  common  lenfe,  and  of 
courfe,  we  fhould  hope,  with  every  princi- 
ple of  law.* 

He  was  of  opinion,  for  in  fiance,  and 
his  opinion  in  this  refpecfl  was  readily 
adopted,  that  bonds  of  indemnity  might  be 
taken  from  charitable  objedls,  from  t/jg  af' 
farently  non-folventy  as  he  himfelf  elfe- 
where  defcribes  them,  or  in  other  words, 
that  the  charity  might,  in  facft,  be  difpofed 
of  thus  to  perfons  of  the  firft  fortune,  and 
their  *poor,  pennylefs  fellow  citizens  left  to 
recover  it,  as  they  could. 

*  Law,  according  to  Lord  Coke,  is  in  itfelf  the 
perfedlion  of  reafon;  but  what  is  the  pratlice  of  it  ? 

He 
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He  was  of  opinion ,  but  we  forbear, 

and  {hall  only  obferve  at  prefcnt,  that  all 
his  opinions,  except  that,  to  which  we  have 
already  alluded,  were  hoftile  to  a  reform; 
nor  would  he  ever  liilen  to  any  thing  of  the 
kind,  unlefs  the  benefaction  might  be  dif- 
pofed  of  in  his  own  way,  viz.  in  appren- 
ticing boys,  or  fetting  them  up  in  bufinefs, 
when  their  apprenticefhip  was  expired  ;  both 
of  which  fchemes  were  diametrically  op- 
pofite  to  the  donor's  intention.  It  was  in- 
deed the  way  to  fecure  the  children,  as  well 
as  parents  &c.  <5cc.  But  the  writer,  though 
of  the  fame  political  principles  in  other 
refpedls,  could  by  no  means  temporize  wkh 
him,  with  any  man,  or  body  of  men  upon 
fuch  an  occafion. 

Here  I  mufb  acknowledge,  it  grieves  me 
beyond  meafure,  that  one,  who,  as  the 
difcerning  reader  muft  have  already  per- 
ceived, was  by  no  means  of  fuperior  emi- 
nence, fliould  be  fo  amply,  [o  magni- 
ficently rewarded  for  fuch  mifchievous 
traih  ;  that  the  charity,  in  fad,  fhould 
thus  become  Je/o  de  fe  in  more  refpedis, 
tlian  one.     Much  may  upon  this  occafion 

be 
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be  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  truftees,  but  wc 
principally  attribute  it  to  that  reciprocal 
complaifance,  fo  religioufly  obferved  amongfl 
the  gentlemen  of  a  certain  profeffion,  be- 
tween a  recorder  efpecially  and  his  fhadow, 
theT C -. 

Having  mentioned  bonds  of  indemnity, 
we  muft  not  omit  to  inform  the  reader, 
that  they  were  foon  exploded,  and  the 
following  manoeuvre  fubftituted  m  their 
room,  a  manoeuvre,  of  which  the  Rew- 
ard of  the  company  itfelf  fcrupled  not  to 
boaft  in  the  prefence  even  of  the  writer, 
as  well  as  others,  with  a  peculiar  air  of 
triumph.  We  juil,  fays  he,  admitted^ two 
poor  journeymen  for  our  purpofe  only, 
who  had  no  fooner  received  the  calh,  but 
they  delivered  it  up  again,  and  the  bufinefs 
v/as  fettled.  Thus  even  thofe,  who  Ihould, 
in  fa(5l,  have  been  admitted  before,  and 
confequently  enjoyed  the  benefaction  in 
their  own  right,  were  obliged  to  become 
instruments  alas !  of  robbing  themfelves  ! 
Subterfuges  of  this  fort  have  alfo  been 
pradtiled   in    other  refpcdts,   according   as 

the 
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the  circumftances   of    the  cafe  might  feem 
to  require  it. 

We  cannot  conclude  this  article  without 
adding,  that  if  an  afyliim  were  eftahliHicd 
and  the  money  lodged  in  th.e  funds,  it 
would  neceffarily  put  an  end  to  fuch  fufpi- 
cions,  fuch  expenfes,  fuch  pradices,  and 
cafe  the  publick  mind  at  once. 

Ho'W  the  writer  was.  at  firfi  engaged  In  the 
attempt  £?r. 

THE  late  Dr.  G r,  when  he  under- 
took the  hiftory  of  this  county,  not  being 
refident  in  it  himfelf,  preyailed  with  the 
writer,  as  a  particular  friend,  to  inveftigate 
our  charities.  Thus  it  was,  that  he  became 
too  often  engaged  in  difputes  of  this  na-< 
ture,  and  fuch  difputes  there  ever  will  be, 
until  a  general  reform  actually  takes  place. 
Had  the  Dod:or  lived,  thefe  would  hav^ 
been  left  to  his  fuperior  management,  but 

Multis  tile  quideni  flehll'is  occidit, 
Nulli  Jlehihor,  quayn  mihi, 

for   that,  as  well  as  feveral  reafons  of  the 
moil  engaging  nature. 

F  The 


(    66    ) 

The  writer  therefore,  thus  circumftanccd, 
could  by  no  means  think  of  fuppreffing  the 
fadts,  le{\:  he  Driould  involve  himfelf  in  the 
guilt,  the  dreadful  guilt  of  abufed  charities. 
Dreadful  indeed  !  Por  if  of  the  three 
great  chriftian  virtues,  faith,  hope,  and 
charity,  the  greateft  is  charity ;  if  charity, 
in  fhort,  is  the  end' of  the  commandment, 
muft  not  it's  reverfe  without  any,  even  the 
leafl  aggravation,  be  in  the  language  of  an 
apoflle,  £1  Ji7i  exceedingly  Jinful^  a  fin  &c. 
&c.   &c. 

The  many  and  grofs  abufes  likewife,  which 
lie  met  with  in  the  performance  ^of  his  en- 
gagement, made  him  ftill  more  anxious  for 
fuch  a  reform,  as  a  gre^t,  national  concei'n. 
The  cafe,  in  fadl,  was  with  us,  as  the  ever- 
memorable  bifhop  Stillingfleet  found  it  to  be 
in  Worcefterfhire,  in  our  county,  I  mean, 
as  well  as  town.  In  both,  to  ufe  his  Lord- 
Ihip's  words,  we  foon  experienced,  "  how 
*'  very  uneafy  perfons  are,  perfons  of  fupe- 
*'  rior  rank  and  fortune,  when  their  intereft 
**  comes  to  be  concerned,  and  how  unwil- 
**  ling  likewife  moft  men  are  even  to  dlfobllge 
**  their  neighbours^  although  it  be  m  matters 

"  of 
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*•  of  the  plaineft:  juftice  and  charity." — Sec 
page  83. 

To  attempt  one  through  the  medium  of 
chancery  would  be  an  endlefs  work  indeed, 
a  burden  too  heavy  to  be  borne,  that  court 
being  at  all  times,  even  in  a  fingle  inflance, 
but  a  bad  vifitor.  The  charity  itfelf,  the  in- 
dividual, who  protects  it,  are  both  not  un- 
frequently  facrificed  in  a  lamentable  manner, 
gnd  the  remedy,  the  equitable  remedy^  is  al- 
moil:  always,  even  neceflarily  mufl:  be,  worfe 
than  the  difeafe.  Who  will  be  at  the  expenfe 
of  bringing  us  to  an  account,  who  will  even 
take  out  a  commiffion  for  charitable  ufes,* 
are  queftions,  with  which  we  have  been  often 
filenced  in  the  courfe  of  our  purfuit  by  the 

*  If  it  were  attended  with  no  expenfe,  few  indi- 
viduals have  refolution  enough  to  go  through  the  form 
of  fuch  proceedings,  efpecially  where  their  own  in- 
terell  is  not  in  the  leaft  concerned.  And  why  fhould 
we  be  fodiftrefled  for  many  a  long  year  to  prove  that, 
which  even  the  oiFenders  themfelves  have  acknow- 
ledged ?  Why  an  accumulation  of  forrows,  as  if  po- 
verty alone  were  not  a  fufficient  trial  for  human  weak- 
nefs?  What  could  a  Tantalus fuffer  more?  Inmatters 
of  this  fort  there  can  be  but  little  occafion  for  having 
recourfe  to  the  perplexities  of  law. 

F  %  very 
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very  parties  concerned.  Thus  it  is,  that 
chancery,  in  fa6t,  holds  out  a  kind  of  im- 
punity or  encouragement  to  fuch  depreda- 
tions, under  the  femblance  even  of  protedion, 
and  inflead  of  a  friend  proves  our  greateft 
enemy.  If  not  of  the  evils  themfelves,  itis, 
we  will  venture  to  fay  at  lead,  a  principal 
caufe  of  their  continuance.  There  is  befide 
in  it's  general  mode  of  proceeding  a  nullum 
tempus  &c. 

But  what  may  we  not '  exped:  from  the 

board    of  agricuhure,    where  fadls,    where 

proofs  alone  feem  to  be  wanted  ?  Speaking 

of  their  general  plan,  *'  Article  the  4th,  you 

**  tell  us,  will  contain  the  means  of  pro- 

"  **  moting  the  improvement  of  the  people  in 

f*  regard  to  their  health,  induftry,  and  mo- 

._.**  rals  ;  founded  on  a  flatiflical  furvey,  or  a 

-.*'  minute  and  careful  inquiry  into  the  adiual 

i'^**  Jlate  of  every  parochial  dijlridl  in  the  king- 

*'  dom^  and  the  circumftances  of  its  inha- 

"  **  bitances,  adding,  that  under  one  or  other 

*'  of  the  four  heads  every  point  of  real  im^ 

.-'^  portance^  that  can  tend  to  promote  the  ge- 

'  **  neral  happinefs  of  a  great  nation  y  feems  to 

♦'  be 
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**  be  included."     No.    139  of  the    j^nnals^ 
h  548. 

"  You  obferve  likewife,  that  in  the  board 
**  we  fhall  have  not  only  a  common  centre ., 
"  to  which  all  information  may  be  fcnt^zw^. 
**  from  which  every  ufefui  difcovery  will  be 
*•  circulated,  but  the  means  alfo  of  making 
**  applications  to  the  legijlaturc  in  a  manner 
*'  the  mojl  likely  to  fecure  attention  and fuc- 
**  cefs .  And  if  the  refpedabie  charadfers 
"  in  the  different  counties  will  exert  thcU 
"  zeal  and  fpirit,  ivhick  w^j^' be  expecfled 
*'  from  thofe,  who  h-^vt  fuch  deep  inter  efts 
'*  at  ftake,  we  have  every  reafon  to  expedt, 
**  that  thefe  kingdoms  will  foon  reach  a  very 
*•  high  degree  of  internal  projperity,""  No. 
139,  p.  567. 

The  laft  of  thefe  obfervations,  though  ap- 
plied in  your  circular  letter  to  one  article 
only,  the  article  of  agriculture,  muff,  we 
prefume,  be  not  lefs  intended,  as  an  encou- 
ragement for  promoting  every  other.  And 
what  can  be  more  intereiling,  what  even  in 
a  political  view  *  more  worthy  of  their  at- 

.  *>"  See  Mr.  Burke's  obfervation  in  the  title-page  &c. 
F  3  tention 


(    7°    ) 

tention,  than  a  general  reform  of  our  chari- 
ties ?  That  for  many  reafons,  already  fpcci- 
iied,  mufl  neceflarily  fall  within  their  plan. 

Influenced   at   leaft   by    thefe   motives   I 
fcruple  not  to  make  my  report  from  one  of 
thofe  counties  in  the  moft  public  manner, 
and,  however  deficient  it  may  be  in  other 
refpeds,  with  all  that  zeal  and  fpirit,  which 
they  feem  to  wifh  for,  and  which  the  nature 
of  the  cafe  itfelf  unhappily  requires.     May 
the  event  prove  an  aufpicious  omen  to  our 
future  expedations  !     For  to   the  board  of 
agriculture  we  mull,  we  fliall  look  up,  as 
our  public  ccnfors,  cur  real,  profefTed  pa- 
triots, in   the  moft  diflblute,  the  mofl  pe- 
rilous times.     No  individual,  on  an  occafion 
like  this,  no  man  at  kail   in  the   humbler 
walks  of  life,  can  even  think  of  doing  more. 
And  if,  as  a  certain  profefTor  wifely  obferved 
concerning    itinerant    preachers.        **    Such 
**  evils  are  beneath  the  notice  of  laws,  as 
**   well  as    beyond  the  reach  of  arguments, 
**  and  if  experience  cannot  open  the  eyes  of 
*'  the  people,   I  know  of  no  remedy,  the 
**  evil  muft  even  take  its  courfe."    Remarks 
on  Dr.  Halifax's  preface   to  Dr.    Ogden's 

fermons, 
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fermons,  p.  25.  But  amid  the  variety  of 
expedients,  that  have  been  fuggefted  from 
every  quarter,  and  which  the  humanity  of 
the  board  hath  induced  them  to  patronize 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  why  ftiould  we 
fuppofe,  that  this  and  this  only  will  be 
thought  undeferving  of  their  notice  ? 

His  manner  of  conducing  it,  t^c, 

THE  writer,  at  a  very  critical  time,  being 
appreheniive  of  the  manifold  dangers,  to 
which  fome  had  expofed  themfelves,  and 
wifhing  likewife  to  prevent  others  from 
falling  into  the  fame  error,  entered  at  firfl 
upon  this  bufinefs  with  peculiar  caution,  in 
the  moft  private,  the  mofl:  amicable  manner, 
not  even  communicating  it  to  any  individual, 
but  the  mayor.*  This  he  did  by  unfolding 
the  whole  in  a  long,  anonymous  epiftle,  and 
the  matter,  he  had  the  fatisfadlion  to  find, 
was  for  fome  time  viewed  in  its  proper  light. 
But  tempora  mutantur^  according  to  the  old 
adage,  et  nos  mutamur  ab  illis.  He  there- 
fore ^t  length  found  himfelf  under  the  necef- 

*  He  had  indeed  long  before  that  time  expoftulated 
with  a  few  of  the  truftees  occafionally  and  as  private 
friends. 

F  4  ilty 
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fity  of  having  recourfe  to  other  meafures, 
and  amongli  the  reft  to  local  publications  of 
the  fame  nature  with  that  mentioned  m  the 
advertifement ;  nor  did  he  even  fcruple  to  fo- 
licit  the  aid  of  a  few  perfons  of  high  rank 
and  charad:er;  who,  by  interpoling  indivi- 
dually, have  in  fome  refpecl:s  been  of  no 
fmall  u{e  to  hini,  and  whofe  authority  alone, 
there  was  every  reafon  to  fuppofe,  would  at 
once  have  brought  the  matter  to  a  conclusion. 
Were  he  to  mention  their  names  and  make 
due  acknowledgements,  it  might  have  the 
appearance  of  vanity. 

Thus  was  he  driven  from  flep  to  ftep, 
little  expecting  fuch  grofs  abufe,  fuch  for- 
ter- like  treatment,  from  thofe,  whom  he  was 
all  along  endeavouring  to  ferve,  and  who  are 
or  lliould  be  the  guardians  at  leaft  of  publick 
decorum.  But  whatever  provocations  the 
writer  hath  met  with,  he  hopes,  that  in 
pleading  for  chanty,  he  hath  not  forgot  to  be 
charitable,  chiritable,  he  means,  as  far  as  it 
became  him  to  be  fo  ;  for  the  injured  muft 
not  be  iacrificed  to  the  injurer,  the  innocent 
and  helplcfs  to  the  guilty.  And  if  unfortu- 
nately he  hath  erred  in  this  refped:,  the  gene- 
rous 
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rous  r^^dcr,  of  courfc,  will  impute  ft  rather 
to  his  zeal  for  the  fornicr,  than  refentnient 
again n.  the  latter.  In  fuch  cafes  it  is  ditR- 
culc  to  pref  rve  the  due  medium.  From  mo- 
tiveb  of  lelf-defence  or  continual  provocation, 
we  are  apt  to  defcend  more  into  circum- 
flances.  than  we  flioiild  otlierwife  be  inclined 
to  do  :  but  of  thofe  circumftanccs,  which 
by  local  publications  have  often  been  exhi- 
bited againft  his  antagonill:s,  not  one  was 
ever  contradidled,  nor  were  fuch  publications 
ever  anfvvered  but  by  an  unrePirained,  per- 
fonal  abufe,  abufe,  which  he  Ihall  particu^ 
larize  on  fome  future  and  lefs  ferious  occa- 
fion,  being  in  a  manner  determined  to  try  the 
poet's  fjjecifick,  the  rid'iculum  fortius  acn  ^ 
for  a  more  tragi-comick  bufinefs  there  coal4 
not  be  upon  the  whole.* 

To 

*  Though  the  writer  may  juflly  fny,  deamo  demunt 
pugnavimus  annOy  and  though  he  hath  in  hi?  more  pen- 
five,  folitary  hours,  been  not  a  little  difturbed  al  the 

wild  wafleof  ib  — — ,  which  the  benefa6lioa 

hath  produced,  even  fince  an  immediate  reform  was 
agreed  upon  ;  he  freely  owns,  that  the  event,  after  al!, 
would  iiave  been  left  to  time  and  chance,  had  not  the 
feverity  of  the  late  feafon,  the  queries  of  the  agriculr 
ture-focie^y,  their  fubfequent  encouragement  in  par- 
ticular, and  a  few  other  accidental  circuinnances  (li- 

jnulatej 
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To  this  article  we  muft  annex  the  Recor- 
der T *s  iirft  opinion  upon  the  cafe,  that 

the  reader  may  be  able  to  form  fome  idea  of 
the  bufinefs  from  its  very  commencement. 

Nov.   17B3. 

**  From  the  anonymous  addrefs  herewith 
**  returned,  I  find,  that  fomething  is  medi- 
**  tating,  and  in  cafe  of  a  dijfolution  of  par- 
**  Uament  and  an  elediion^  will  break  out  by 
**  way  of  information  agamfi  the  paft  and 
*'  prefent  mayor,  and  fheriffs  iox  mifapplica- 

**  tion  of  O — n  J s's  charity ^  and  to  have 

**  it  regulated;  and  my  advice  is  to  dijlribute 
**  to  none  apparently  folvent,  hxxt  to  th of e  and 
**  thofe  onlyy  who  are  apparently  poor  J"* 

What  an  ingenuous  opinion,  and  how 
finely,  as  well  as  cautioufly  expreffed  !  Even 
here  he  was  only  a  conditional  advocate  for  a 
reform.  Of  his  future  conduct  in  this  re- 
fpedl,  that  is,  how  fir  he  a(fted  confidently 
with  fuch  advice  himfelf,  or  encouraged 
others  to  do  fo  after  that  eledlion,  the 
reader  may  eafily  judge  from  the  bonds  of 
indemnity,  the  objeds,  whom  he  recom- 
mended, &c.  &c. 

inulated  him  beyond  meafure  to  renew  and  continue  his 
efForts,     Seepage  68. 

Even 
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Even  the  truftees  themfelves,  as  foon  as 
that  florm  fublided,  notwithftanding  all  their 
fair  promifes,  miflook  the  apparently  rich, 
the  very  rkhejl^  for  the  apparently  non-folvent 
and  apparently  poor.  But  this  was  the  only 
inflance,  in  which  they  deviated  from  his  in- 
ftrudtions.  Their  miflake,  of  courfe,  muft 
be  owing  to  mere  forgetfulnefs  :  for  how 
can  we  be  deceived  in  things,  that  are  appa^ 
rently  clear ;  *  or  what  could  induce  them  to 
adl  in  dired:  oppofition  to  their  legal  guide, 
after  he  had  even  apprized  them  of  their 
danger  ? 

We  (hall  by  no  means  attempt  to  afcertaia 
the  natuie  of  fuch  an  offence  in  the  eye  of 
(he  law,"!*  but  obferve  only  in  general,  that 

to 

*  In  our  own  cafe  particularly.  But  ftrarge  arc 
the  effects,  which  money  can  produce.  It,  above  all 
things,  is  apt  to  confine  our  attention  to  the  prefent 
inoment,  rendering  us  forgetful  of  what  hath  pafTed, 
and  regardlefs  of  what  is  to  come,  regardlefs  of  eveiy 
thing  elfe,  &c.  &c. 

\  This  muft  depend  chiefly  upon  it's  peculiar  cir- 
jcumftances,    of  which  the  offender    himfelf,    if  he 

but 
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to  pocket  a  charity  knowingly  and  untkr 
falfe  pretences,  or  to  perfevere  in  the  grofs 
abufe  of  one,  a  tier  that  abufe  hath  been 
even  pubhckly  agknowledged  by  the  parties 
concerned,  are,  we  prefume,  offences  even 
of  the  moil  dangerous  kind.  What  at 
leaft,  morally  fpeaking,  was  that  of  the  un- 
iortunate  Count  de  Villeneuve,  what  that 
of  x\lderman  Woolridge,  in  fome  refpedls 
ftill  more  in  point,  when  compared  with 
fuch  flrange,  fuch  manifeft  infults  on  all 
laws  divine,   as  well  as   human  I* 

To  refund  in  cafes,   like  thefe,  principal 
with  interefl,  inilead   of  being  an  adequate 

but  refledts  at  all,  will  be  the  bed  judge.  A  little  re- 
j(le6lion  would  have  prevented  thefe  evils,  the  leaft 
iefle£lion  muft  furely  put  a  Hop  to  them,  &c. 

*  The  application  of  the  word  fraudulently  as  well  as 

faithlcffly  in  Mr.  O n  J s's  will,  is,  we  fliould 

imagine,  a  very  remarkable,  if  not  a  fingular  circum- 
^lance  ;  nor  hath  the  C0ndu6l  indeed  of  the  parties 
concerned  been  in  any  degree  lefs  fo.  By  fuch  coin- 
cidences the  fpeculative  mind  is  perplexed  not  a  little  ; 
but  who  can  be  at  a  lofs  to  determine,  what  their  bene- 
faftor  himfelf  would  have  thought  of  it,  upon  fome 
occaficns  in  particular.     See  page  82. 

punifliment. 
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puniiliment,  is,    in  flid:,  no  punifhment   at 
all.      It  is  but  a  mere  retribution,  a  retribu- 
tion in  fome  inftances  and   to  a  few  only, 
where  many,  alas !   have  fuffered.     But  how 
will, this  anfwer  the  great  end   of  punifli- 
ment  ?      Would    it   operate    in    terror  em  ? 
Would  it  in  any  degree  prevent  fuch  depreda- 
tions for  the  future  ?     By  no  means.    Would 
it  not,  in  fadl,  be  the  fbrongeft  temptation 
to  them  imaginable?     I   can  but  refund,   I 
can  but  reflore  that,  which  I  have  received, 
fhould  ^cven  the   poor,  amid  the  uncertain- 
ties of  time  and   chance,  be  enabled  to  re- 
cover  their  right,  would   be  too  often  the 
prevailing   argument,    if   bonds   of  indem- 
nity,   fuch    as   have  been    taken  upon   this 
occafion,  were  admifiible,  and  refunding  the 
only  confequence?     The  poor  indeed  might 
thus  be  cut  off  from  all  hopes  of  property, 
which   may    in   any  way   be   intended   for 
them.     If,  in    fhort,  the  Count  or   Alder- 
man Woolridge  could  have  atoned  on  fuch 
cafy  and   merciful   terms,    what  joy,  what 
raptures  muft  they  have  felt  !* 

Were 

*  The  former,  a  youth  of  one  of  the  firfl  families  in 
this  kingdom  as  well  as  France,  was  notwithftanding 
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Were  we  to  prefent  the  reader  with  a 
detail  of  the  tranfadtions,  that  pafled  be- 
tween a  certain  At y   G — r — 1,  the  late 

Recorder  C ,  myfelf,  and   the  truflees 

for  the  year,  it  would  aflonifh  him  beyond 
meafure,  and  at  the  fame  time  help  not  a 
little  to  confirm  all  our  conjectures.  But  I 
forbear 


I'he  writer's  proceedings  fupported  by   au- 
thorities jrom   the  great  Bijhop  Stilling- 
feet. 

THE  following  extradls  from  Bifliop 
Stillingfleet's  fpeeches,  that  oracle  in  every 
branch  of  knowledge,  will  in  all  refpedls 
be  a  much  better  apology,  than  any  we  can 
offer  for  our  own  condud:,  and  muft  with 
the  ferious,  the  unprejudiced,  and  judicious 

fcnt  to  the  hulks  but  a  few  years  ago,  for  having 
procured  ten  pounds  or  guineas  under  falfe  pretences 
from  a  gentleman  of  our  own  county,  a  gentleman 
of  large  fortune. 

The  particulars  of  Aldernmn  Woolridge's  caf« 
the  reader  may  foon  learn,  if  he  is  defirous  to  know 
them. 
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reader  have  the  greatefl:  weight.  They  arc 
hkewife  fo  exad:Iy  conformable  in  To  many 
particulars  to  the  cafe  itfelf,  that  one  would 
almoft  think,  they  were  intended  for  it. 

We  cannot  therefore,  but  avail  ourfelves 
of  fuch  an  authority,  however  we  may  tref- 
pafs  upon  the  reader's  patience.  It  will  be 
fufficient  to  arrange  them  according  to  the 
pages,  in  which  they  are  to  be  found, 
their  application  being  obvious. 


Extracts  Jrom  BiJJjop  StilUngfeet^s  fpeecbes 
at  the  opening  of  co?nmiJHons  for  charita- 
ble ufes.     See  his  Mifc,  Difcourfes,  p,  i88 

ift.  **  My  only  defign  is  to  promote 
among  you,  as  much  as  in  me  lies,  two  of 
the  bell  things  in  the  world,  and  thofe  are 
unity  and  eharity,  and  I  hope,  the  due 
executing  the  prefent  commiffion  for  chari- 
ble  ufes  will  tend  to  both:  but  as  things 
now  are,  there  is  little  reafon  to  expert 
unity,  until  the  matter  of  charity  be  cleared. 
For  while  there  are  fuch  apprehenfions  in 

the 
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the  minds  of  fo  many  about  the  mifapply- 
ing,  what  was  defigned  for  charitable  ufes, 
it  will  be  found  impoj^hle  to  keep  up  a  jujl 
ejleem  of  ihofe,  who  are  juppofed  to  he  con- 
cerned in  it;  and  where  that  is  wanting, 
there  can  be  no  hearty  affection,  nor  real  and 
lajilng  union.  And  therefore  I  think  this 
commifTion  fo  very  reafonable  and  ufeful, 
that  thofe,  who  are  moil:  fiifpedled,  ought 
as  much  to  delire  it,  if  they  he  innocent^ 
for  the  clearing  themfelves^  as  others  to 
have  it  duly  executed^  if  they  he  guilty, 
Thefe  commiffions  are  hke  phyfick  to  a  dif- 
tempered  body,  uhich  only  purges  away 
noxious  humours,  and  although  it  may 
make  perfons  uneafy  in  the  operation^  yet 
it  does  good  afterwards,  that  makes  amends 
for  the  trouble.  The  honour  of  our  reli^ 
gion,  of  our  nation  and  of  our  government ^ 
are  all  concerned  in  preventing  the  abujes  of 
charity^  and  if  we  have  any  regard  for 
thefe,  we  Ihali  do  our  endeavour  to  remove 
fuch  a  reproach  from  us,  it  feems  to  look 
ill  at  fail:  view,  that  fuch  a  hvv  fhould  be 
thought  ncccilary  after  the  reformation ;  be- 
caufe  the  dcfigned  abufe  of  charity  is  a  vio- 
Utiun    of    natural    juficc    and    equity,    a 

breach 
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breach  of  tnijl^  zn  injury  to  tlie  poor^  an 
offence  to  the  rich,  a  hindrance  to  the  chanty 
of  others,  and  a  great  diJJjonour  to  religion. 
But  fince  the  befl  religion  in  the  world 
cannot  keep  fome  men  from  committing 
fuch  faults,  it  is  great  wifdom  in  the  go- 
vernrnx-nt  to  'make  fuch  laws,  as  may  re- 
form fuch  abufes  in  the  moft  effed:ual  man- 
ner. 

2d.  To  whom  is  a  furplufage  to  go? 
ift.  Did  the  donor  take  notice  of  any  im- 
provement and  adign  the  overplus  any  other 
*way  f  If  not,  what  reafon  can  there  be  to 
fuppofe,  that  he  did  not  intend,  it  fliould 
go  the  fame  way  ?  But  he  never  thought  of 
fuch  an  improvement.  What  then  ?  But 
he  gave  away  that,  from  whence  the  improve- 
ment arifes  to  a  particular  ufe,  and  how  can 
we  judge  of  his  intention,  but  as  he  ex- 
preffed  it. 

3d.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  difference  be- 
tween giving  a  certain  rent  out  of  fuch  lands 
for  a  particular  ule,  and  giving  thofe  lands 
for  that  ufe,  which  afforded  but  fuch  a  rent 
at  that  time.     In  the  former  cafe  the  fame 
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rent  continues,  be  the  improvement  what  it 
will,  but  not  in  the  latter. 

The   Lord  Keeper  declared,  that  the  leafc 
being  made  at  or  under  value  is  a  breach  of 
trujl  and  fraud*  to  deceive  the  charitable  ufe 
of  the  true  value  of  the  land.  ,\ 

'4.1  am  heartily  glad  to  fee  fo  full  an 
appearance  of  the  gejitlemen  of  the  county^ 
as  well  as  the  city  here  ;  and  I  hope,  all 
things  will  be  carried  on  with  a  juft  and 
due  regard  to  the  preferving  thofe  charitable 
ufes,  which  have  been  fo  well  deligned  by 
the  feveral  benefadtors,  which  will  bring 
honour  to  yourfelves  and  encourage  othe/s  to 
follow  fo  good  examples.  And  if  you  gen- 
tlemen of  the  juries,  do  not  your  duties 
herein  honeftly  and  confcientioufly,  you 
will  involve  yourfelves  in  the  guilt  of  abufed 
charities ;  for  you  make  their  faults  your 
own,  who  have  done  thofe  things,  if  you  do 
not  your  bef  endeavours  to  dif cover,  zvhat  is 
pa/l,  and  to  prevent  the  like  for  the  future. 

*  If  fo,  what  is  it  to  take  lefs,  than  even  com- 
mon intereft  for  a  charitable  endowment  ?  What  &c. 
&c.  &c.  ? 

This  is  another  evil,  which,  if  money  of  that  fort, 
were  to  be  lodged  in  the  funds  only,  would  ceafe  of 
courfc; 

5-  I 
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5-  I  was  not  i nap prehen five  of  the  trou- 
ble I  brought  upon  myfelf  by  it,  for  I  foon 
found,  how  very  uneafy  perfons  are,  when 
their  intereft  comes  to  be  concerned,  and 
how  unwilling  mofl:  men  are  to  difoblige 
their  neio-hbours,  alti)0U7h  it  be  in  matters 
of  the  plameji  juftice  and  charity.'^  But  I 
thank  God,  fuch  things  do  not  difcourage 
me,  as  long  as  I  am  conlcious  to  myself,  that 
I  have  no  other  end,  in  what  1  undertake, 
but  to  do  my  duty,  and  what  good  I  can 
both  to  the  city  and  county,  in  both  which 
there  are  many  coinplaints    about  chanties^ 

*  But  in  cafe  even  of  a  reform  thefe  cbflrudlions 
would  ftill  torment  us,  if  a  regular  vifitation  were  not 
eftabliihedin  confequence  of  it,  or  the  ftate  at  leafv  of 
each  charity  fubmitted  to  themoftpublick  infpedlion. 
Why  indeed  {hould  not  our  poor  rates  and  charities, 
both  of  which  happily  confpire  to  promote  the  fame 
great  end,  be  under  the  very  fame  regulat-ions,  fubjedt 
to  the  fame  intended  general  Jcrutiny,  t^c.  What  are 
they,  in  faft,  but  parts  directly  or  incliredtly  of  the 
fame  concern — As  fuch,  it  is  prefumed,  they  will  foon 
be  confidered  by  the  legiflature  itfelf — National  honor, 
as  well  as  national  interefl,  every  obligation,  divine  as 
well  as  human,  call  upon  us  to  prote6t  our  charities  in 
particular.  Thefe  in  the  ftri(5lelt  fenfe  of  the  words 
arc  the  property  of  the  poor, 
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that  are  mifappUed,  And  Jhall  we  then  fit 
Jiilli  and  not  do  our  endeavours  to  remedy 
fuch  abides,  when  the  law  hath  put  it  fo 
much  in  our  power  to  do  it,  and  bring  upon 
ourf elves  the  guilt  of  all  ihefe  mif applied 
charities  f 

6.  We  will  not  be  wanting,  as  far  as  in 

us  lies,  in  reforming  the  abufes  of  publick 
charities  and  putting  them  into  their  proper 
method  for  the  future.  And  were  there  no 
other  obligations,  but  thofe  of  common  juf- 
tice  and  charity,  that  vcere  fiifficient  to  ftir 
us  up  to  fo  very  ufeful  a  work;  efpecially, 
when  we  have  law  and  reafon  and  con- 
fcience  and  honour  on  our  fide,  and  nothing, 
but  pufiUanimity  and  other  mean  confidera- 
tions  to  hinder  us  from  it,   &c. 

7.  The  main  difficulty  lies  as  to  the  city, 
what  account  that  is  liable  to  for  the  chari- 
table ufes,  which  have  been  given  to  it.  / 
am  truly  Jorry  and  concerned  J  or  the  honour 
and  inter  eft  oj  it,  both  which  fuffer  very 
7nuch^  while  this  matter  of  the  charities 
remains  fo  tnuch  in  the  dark  and  therejors 
makes  fufpicions  the  greater, 

8.  But 
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8.  But  this  I  mull:  let  you  know,  who 
are  concerned  in  thefe  matters,  that  we  ex- 
ped:  a  fpeedy  and  clear  anfwer,  and  will  not 
be  put  off  with  affeded  delays  and  triRing 
excules,  and  ihe  more  openly  and  freely  you 
deal  in  this  matter,  the  more  you  will  vin- 
dicate your  own  honour  and  the  city's,  and 
give  fathfadtion  to  ihe  poor  of  this  city  ^ 
ijuho  need  all  the  affifiance  we  can  give 
them.  And  1  hope,  when  thefe  charities 
are  fet  rights  their  condition  will  he  made 
much  eafer,  than  it  is  like  to  be^  efpecially  if 
they  fhould  fuffer  under  the  extremities  of  a 
hard  winter,  which  conf  derations ,  I  hope, 
will  make  you  more  ready  to  prepare  a  fatis- 
faclory  anfwer. 

9.  As  to  the  noife  and  clamours  of  any 
fuch,  whofe  interef  it  is  to  mifreprefenty 
what  we  have  done,  we  regard  them  not. 
For  none  can  purfue  juftice  and  charity 
in  fuch  cafes,  but  fome  will  be  difpleafed 
and  complain,  but  our  care  and  concern- 
ment hath  been  to  give  no  juft  occafion 
to  do  it, 

G  3  10.  The 
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10.  The  fum  of  what  is  mi/employed  and 
unaccounted  f Of  is  now  decreed  to  be  laid 
out  for  the  ufe  of  the  will.  But  after  all^, 
it  is  faid,  here  is  no  money  put  into  parti- 
cular men*s  pockets,  and  what  then?  Muft 
the  publick  fuffer?  Mult  any  be  hi  alone  to 
go  on  to  mifapply  that^  which  was  given  for 
theeafe  &c.  &,c.— How  far  our  condud:  hath 
been  in  every  refpedt  conformable  to  thefe 
principles  the  mofl:  fuperficial  reader  cannot 
be  at  a  lofs  to  determine. 

NecefTity  obllgeth  us  to  obferve,  that  the 
aggravations  in  theeafe  before  us,  far  exceed 
every  thing  of  the  kind,  which  hath  fallen 
within  our  knowledge.  In  thofe  alluded  to^, 
no  money,  his  Lordfliip  expreffly  tells  us, 
was  put  into  particular  jnens  pockets^  and 
what  then?  Mull,  he  fays,  the  publick 
fuffer  P  Mufl  any  be  let  alone  to  go  on  to 
mifapply  that,  which  was  given  for  the 
eafe  &c.  &c.  ?  If  there  could  be  an  excufe 
for  fuch  liberties,  it  was  upon  thefe  very  oc- 
calions.  The  body  corporate  at  Worcefler 
had,  during  the  civil  wars,  advanced  fron;i 
a  principle  of  loyalty,  feveral  fums  belong- 
ing to  their  poor  for  the  fervice  of  the  king, 

money. 
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money,  which  might  indeed  l}ave  fallen  into 
the  hands,  &c.  But  the  poor  efpecially 
were  in  no  cafe  to  be  deprived  of  their 
right. 

From  thefe  celebrated  fpeeches  the  truf- 
tees  may  learn  alfo,  how  far  publick  bodies 
have  fufFered,  and  confequently  may  fufter, 
for  fins  of  this  kind,  the  fins,  in  general 
of  fome  penurious,  infenfible,  uninformed 
dependent,  rather  than  of  the  body  itfelf. 
See  the  cafe  of  the  fix  mafters  at  Worcef- 
tpr  Ch.  I  ft,  where  the  abufe  of  a  charity 
was  held  to  he  a  fufficient  reafon  for  deprive 
ing  them  of  any  concern  with  it  in  future ; 
and  the  whole  tenour  of  Mr.  O — n  J — — s*s 
will  plainly  ^nd  pointedly  leads  to  the  very 
fame  decifion,  with  refped:  to  his  own  chari- 
ties at  leafl.  See  alfo  the  cafes  of  Hay- 
wood's and  Prefl wood's  charities  and  others, 
referred  to  upon  that  occafion. 

But  great  as  the  authority  of  Bifhop  Stil- 
Ijngfleet  is,  we  think  ourfelves  happy  in 
having  the  fandtion  likewife  of  another  or- 
nament of  the  bench ;  who  in  his  letter  to 
%e  Archbifhop  obferves,  *'  I  know,  it  is 
G  4  **  com- 
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*'  commonly  faid,  that  wife  and  good  men 
**  look  upon  every  attempt  to  reform,  what*^ 
•'  is  amifs  either  in  church  or  flate,  as  a 
**  matter  of  dangerous  tendency;  but  it 
"  may  be  juftly  doubted,  whether  there  is 
"  not  as  much  timidity,  as  wiidom,  as 
*'  much  indolence  as  goodnefs  in  the  cau- 
*'  tion:  Certain  I  am,  that  if  Luther  and 
"  the  reformers  had  been  men  of  luch  dif- 
*'  pofitions,  the  church  of  Chrifl  would 
*'  never  have  been  purged  m  any  degree, 
*^  by  them  at  leafl:,  of  its  antichriftian  cor- 
"  ruptions.  The  medical  muxim  ma^um 
*^  bene  pofitum  ne  moveto^  m.erits  the  obler- 
'*  vance  of  the  phyfician  of  the  body  poli- 
*'  tick,  as  well  as  of  the  body  natural.  I 
••^  readily  acknowledge,  that  it  does  fo. 
*'  But  when  the  evil,  though  unobferved  is 
**  really  rankling  at  the  hearty  depraving 
*'  the  noblejl  parts  and  tnfenjibly  undermin- 
*'  ing  the  whole  conjlltution,  it  is  the  bufi- 
**  nefs   of  them   both,  unlefs  they   will  be 

''  deemed  bunglers,  to  accomplilh  it*s  re- 
**  moval.''  Sec  the  Bifliop  of  Landaff's 
letter  to  the  Archbiiliop,  p.  c^6. 

Is  not   this  plainly  and   exadly  the  cafe 
here?      A   reform   of  our   charities    would 
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tend  greatly  to  corred:  the  morals  of  the 
people,  upon  which  our  whole  constitution, 
the  very  exiftence  of  church  and  ftate,  mufl 
altoo^ether  depend.*  And  inflead  of  dif- 
turbing  any  old,  venerable  ellablilhment, 
inflead  of  being  an  innovation  of  dange- 
rous tendency,  would  only  refcore  to  us 
the  true  order  of  thin2:s,  that  order  io  efien- 
tial  to  piiblick,  as  well  as  private  happinefs, 
and  which  Ihouii  upon  all  occafions  be  uni- 
formly preferved,  as  the  great  toundation 
of  both.'f     But   is  it  not  fufficient  to  ani- 

*  How  far  the  morals  of  the  people  depend  upon 
a  reform  ol  our  charities,  the  reader  niay  eafily  learn 
from  this  one  inftance  alone,  iiiiperfe6l  as  fuch  a  re- 
prefentation  of  it  muft  neceflariiy  be.  And  the  mo- 
rals of  the  people,  wc  mull  obfcrve  farther,  are  the 
firftj  or  as  fome  would  rather  exprefs  it,  the  ulti- 
mate objedl  of  all  government,  of  all  laws  divine, 
as  well  as  human.  For  what  doth  the  Lord  thy  God 
require  of  thcc,  but  to  do  jiijlice^  to  love  mency  &c.  It 
is  thus  and  tlius  only,  that  we  can  in  the  language 
of  our  pious  founder,  promote,  the  glory  of  God  and 
fervice  of  his  church,  that  grand  purpofe,  to  which 
every  thing  elfe  is  or  ought  to  be  fubfervient. 

'j-  It  is  by  no  means  an  innovation:  We  wifh  only 
to  remove  thofe  excrefcenccs,  which  have  long  de- 
formed the  very  brighteft  of  our  national  virtues^ 
and  muft  in  time  totally  extinguifli  it. 

matt 
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mate  our  zeal,  that  a  reform  of  the  chari^ 
ties  would  in  no  fmall  degree  promote  the 
benevolent  intention  of  the  agriculture-fo- 
ciety,  and,  of  courfe,  raife  the  drooping 
fpirits  of  the  poor,  under  their  prefent 
gloomy  profped. 


In  favour  of  an  afylum,   and  an  anfwer  tet 
the  plea  of  7'ecehlng  under  a  pretence  of 
giving  it  to  the   poor  of   a  diferent   de- 
fcription, 

HAD  an  afylum  been  eftabliflied  on  the 
plan  propofed,  it  would  have  put  an  end  to 
all  our  grievances  at  once.  No  one  could 
have  fold,  no  one  would  purchafe  the  dif-r 
tant,  uncertain  profpe(5l  of  an  alms-houfe, 
at  the  expence  even  of  a  moft  enormous 
fine;  nor  would  any  indeed,  but  real  ob- 
jed:s,  be  inclined  to  enter  fuch  humble  man- 
iions.  Yet  humble  as  fuch  maniions  are, 
they  have  by  men  of  fuperior  underftanding 
been  not  only  conlidered  as  merely  ufeful, 
but  as  an  honour  to  chrillianity  itfelf. — 
**  Inflitutlom  thefe^'^  fays  the  Bifliop  of 
LandafF,  "  oj  charity  and  humanity,  which 

'*  wer^ 
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**  ^were  forgotten  in  the  laws  of  Solon  and 
'*  LycurguSy  an  J  for  even  one  example  of 
**  which  you  will,  I  believe,  in  vain  eX' 
f*  plore  the  hoafied  annals  of  pagan  Rome.*^ 
See  his  apology,  p.  142. 

*'  They  have  flood,"  faith  another,  of 
the  firfh  eminence  too,  *'  the  tefl  of  all 
*'  times  and  revolutions,  even  fuch,  as 
"  fcarce  fpared  any  thing,  that  was  truly 
**  facred  and  venerable.  When  facrilegious 
*'  hands  had  rafed  the  church  even  to  the 
**  foundation  thereof,  and  laid  the  crown 
**  low  in  the  duft,  yet  ftill  Jiruck  with  a 
*'  reverence  for  thefe  awful  charities,  they 
**  fuffered  them  to  fland  undiminifhed,  un- 
•*  touched,  amidll  the  common  ruins.  No 
"  man,  not  even  the  mofi  nvealthy  and 
**  great  and  powerful  among  the  fens  of 
*^  men  is  exempted  from  the  chances  of 
V  human  lije  and  the  vicijjitudes  of  fortune,^* 
Atterbury's  Sermons,  V.  II.  p.  224. 

*'  How  are  the  mighty  fallen,"  is  much 
oftener  the  fad  memorial  of  tranlient  wealth, 
than  of  power  itfelf.  The  loftieft  cedars, 
even  the  cedars  of  Libanus,  bow  before  the 

ftorm. 
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ilorm.  Every  hour,  every  fpot,  in  thefe 
tempeftuous  times  efpecially,  furnifli  us 
with  the  moil  dreadful  examples  of  this 
humiliating  truth. 

Yet  beings  there  are,  there  ever  were, 
who  infenfible  to  their  own  as  well  as  the 
interefl  of  others,  hear  in  the  language  of 
the  poet, 

The  fearful  tempefi  fng. 

Yet  feek  no  Jhelter  from  the  ftorm. 

Shaks. 

The  freemen  of  our  companies  were 
even  fhocked,  alas !  at  the  idea  of  an-'afy- 
lum,  though  many  of  them,  we  doubt  not, 
were  at  that  time,  and  always  have  been, 
fupported  at  the  expence  of  the  town  in  our 
common  work-houfe. 

But  was  it  not  particularly  remarkable, 
that  at  the  very  inftant,  when  the  above 
propofal  was  treated  with  peculiar  difdain, 
the  following  mofl:  fl:riking  anecdote  ap- 
peared in  our  provincial  paper  ? 

"  The 
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*'  The  fix  alms-houfes,  adjoining  the  blue 
*'  coat  hofpital  in  this  city,  contain  each  a 
*'  venerable  matron^  whole  ages  co/Iec- 
"  tively  amount  to  four  hundred  and  eighty- 
'■''Jour  years.  The  youngeft  is  fixty-nine, 
*'  and  the  eldell:  ninety-feven.  The  appear- 
*'  ance  of  this  anticnt  groupe  at  the  door 
"  of  this  comfortable  afylum,  muft  be 
**  highly  gratifying  to  a  benevolent  heart, 
*'  and  fuch  h  the  happy  Jlate  of  content- 
*'  7nent,  in  which  they  live^  that  a  few 
**  evenings  ago  the  eldeft  entertained  her 
"  five  younger  fiflers  with  a  fong. 

From  the  follov*?ing  lines  one  w^ould 
think,  Mr.  Pope  too  muft  have  been 
prefent    at   fuch  a    fcene, 

"  Behold  yon  alms-houfc  neat,  tlio'  void  of  flatc, 
"  Where  age  and  want  fit  fmiling  at  the  gate." 

Hone/} a  res  ejl  heta  paupertas.  I  fee 
it  with  refped:,  and  fo  will  every  one, 
whofe  poverty  is  not  feated  in  the  mind. 
See  a  letter  of  Mr.  Gray*s  in  his  life  by 
Mafon,  p.  345.  This,  as  his  friend  juftly 
obferves,  is  an  excellent  thought  finely  ^-x- 

prefTed 
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prefled.  Poverty  indeed  of  mind,  that 
fource  of  fo  many  and  otherwife  unarcount- 
able  evils,  though  noticed  firfl:  by  our  much- 
admired  poet,  i^,  as  appears  from  the  cafe 
before  us,  no  uncommon  malady,  and  a 
malady,  ah.sl  even  of  all  others  the  moil 
difficult  to  eradicate. 

The  writer  at  the  fame  time  likewife 
pointed  out  to  his  faflidious  antagonifts  two 
inflances  of  this  kind  within  the  adjoining 
counties,  where  even  the  venerable  found- 
ers themfelvcs,  hearing  the  fearful  tempefl 
fing,  took  fhelter  in  reality  from  the  ilorm, 
and  if  we  may  judge  by  the  occurrence 
juft  related,  were  not  lefs  happy  perhaps^ 
than  even  in  the  funfliine  of  life.  Why 
then  all  this  prefumption? 

Others  there  are,  who,  equally  averfe  to 
a  reform  and  for  the  very  fame  reafons,  pre- 
tend, that  the  bequefl  mufl  be  diftributed  in 
fpecie,  and  confequently,  that  we  cannot 
adopt  the  plan  of  an  afylum.  I  fliall  only 
obferve,  that  ''for  the  ufe,  and  not  the 
abufe  of    the  poor  freemen   oj   the  fever  at 

companies  of  the  city    of  C r  in  their 

rotation  y** 
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T^otatloHj^^  are  the  exprefTions  of  the  donor 
himfelf,  expreilions,  which  cannot  admit  of: 
any,  but  a  wilful  miiiake. 

That  an  afylum  is  abfolutely  neceflary  fot 
an   effed:ual   reform,  experience,    in  Ihort, 
hath  taught  us,  and  it   ill-becomes     thofe, 
who  have  taken  {o  many  and  fuch  grofs  li- 
berties    with    the    charity    themfelves,    to 
make  even  the  leaft  objed:ion  to  it,  or  indeed 
to  any  other  propofal  whatfoever.     Such  a 
plan  would  certainly  fall  within  the  equita- 
ble conflrud:ion   of  the  words,  as  well   as 
general  intention  of  the  donor.     See  the  ab- 
ilradt  from  the  will,  where  in  fadt  we  have 
the  donor's  authority   itfelf  for  transferring 
an  abufed  charity  to  a  purpofe  lefs  liable  to 
abufe,  and  in  favour  of  objed:s,  not  only  of 
a   different    kind,    but  even  in  a   different 
county.     Suppofe,   this  were   to  be  the  re- 
fult  of  all  in  the   inftance  before  us,  what 
clamours    Ihould    we    have,     and'  againjl 
who?)!  f     But  if  their  obje(flions  were  more 
fpecious,     an    application     to     Parliament 
would,  in   a   cafe    like  this,    foon  remove 
them.     As  long,  in  (hort,  as  it  is  difpofed  of 
in  money,  the  oidabufesand  many  more  per- 
haps. 
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taps,    if  we  nipy   judge    from   experience, 
will  ncceilarily  prevkiL^ 

As  to  the  Lot  gowns,  another  of  our  cha- 
rities, thole,  1  mean,  which  are  endowed 
with  landed  property,  why  not  an  afylum 
for  their  ufe?  \Vith  refpect  to  them,  not 
even  the  ihadow  of  an  objedtion  can  be 
made  from  any  quaitcr  vvhatfoever.  The 
companies  have  no  concern  m  the  buiincfs* 
jyiight  not  the  arrears  then,  mjght  not 
the  advanced  part  of  their  rents,  be  very 
juflly  as  well  as  ufeftdiy  employed  in  this 
way  ?  For  however  delicate  others  may  be, 
who  have  not  yet  experienced,  or  even 
thought  of  the  vicifTitudes  of  life,  -'they, 
we  prefume,  would  be  happy  beyond 
meafure  in  fuch  an  accommodation ;  efpe- 
cially,  now  their  little  income,  their  four 
pounds  per  ann.  with  a  gown  once  in 
three  years,*  can  by  no  means  anfwer  the 
original  intention,  or  purpofe  of  their  bene- 
facStor.  According  to  a  late  average-calcu- 
lation five  pounds  per  ann.  fall  to  the  fliare 
of  every  common  pauper. 

*  F'rom  this  gown  they  take  their  denomina- 
tion. 

But 
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But  thefe  are  objedls  in  general  of  the 
more  deferving  kind,  very  old  and  very  in- 
firm. No  one  under  ^fixty  can  be  admitted 
amongft  them,  and  the  duties  of  their 
appointment  are  not  only  of  the  humiliat- 
ing kind,  but  require  frequent  attendance 
alfo.  We  onlv  vvifti,  that  thofe  who  think 
fuch  a  pittance  fufficient  for  fuch  perfons 
and  fuch  fei'vices,  were  to  be  convinced  of 
their  error  experlmenlally.  But  if  the  over- 
plus is  not  to  be  difpofed  of  thus,  if  in-the 
metaphorical,  elegant  language  of  the 
printed  hand-bill,  our  Lot  gowns,  fcanty 
as  they  are,  inuji  not  be  enlarged^  why  no 
addition  to  the  number  of  objecfts  ?  Why 
hot  fome  new  Lot  gowns,  at  leaft,  of  a 
more  eafy,  fafliionable  cut  ? 

The  following  anecdote  will  enable  us  to 
clear  up  a  matter  often  urged  of  late  by  way 
of  pretext  for  the  mofl  difingenuous  con- 
dudt,  and  therefore  mufl  not  be  omitted. 
At  the  fame  time  it  will  add  no  fmall  weight 
to  the  preceding  obfervations. 

A  certain   perfon  and    his   fons    partook 

not  long   ago   en  Jamille  or  in   the  family 

H  way, 
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XVay,*  which  they  had  no  foonef  done,  but 
he  faid  to  an  old  friend,  I  have  jull:  been 
I'cceivirig  my  portion  of  O — n  J-^ s's  cha- 
rity :  Here  is  half  a  guinea  of  it  for  the  poor< 
unfortunate  woman,  &(^. 

He  who  gives  to  another,  though  in  gfeat 
diftrefs,  that  which  is  necelTary  for  his  own 
relief  and  was  even  given  to  him  as  fuch, 
mufl:  be  charitable  indeed  ;  and  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  but  this  gentleman  and  his  fons 
likewife  difpofcd  of  the  whole  in  a  manner 
equally  ufeful,  and  not  lefs  humane.  We 
know  how  to  difpofe  of  our  own  charities, 
why  fliould  any  one  eredt  an  afylum  with  our 
money,  why  interfere  at  all,  are  indeed  re- 
bukes, the  propriety  and  truth  of  which  I 
myfelf  Ihall  always  acknowledge,  and  have 
too  often  felt  their  force. 


*  A  certain  rich  alderman  and  iteward  of  one  of  our 
more  refpeitable  companies  was  a  few  years  ago  un- 
commonly anxious  to  introduce  his  fon,  a  clergyman, 
not  as  a  chaplain,  hut  /"ortna  pauperis,  (it  could  be  of 
no  other  ufe)  that  he  might  partake  with  him  of  the 
bequell  by  a  kind  of  hereditary  right.  Thus  of  courfe 
it  mufl  foon  have  become  the  meum  et  tuum  of  parti- 
cular families,  rather  than  companies. 

Yet 
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Yet  ftill  from  a  regard  to  this  gentleman's 
honour,  as  well  as  the  fatisfa(5tion  of  others, 
who  unfortunately  may  not  be  fo  well  ac- 
iquainted  with  the  parties  concerned,  we 
mlift  inc^uire,  what  right  the  father  himfelf 
had  to  receive^  in  the  £rll:  place,  that,  vv^hich 
he  called  his  portlbn.  Was  he  a  proper  ohjeU 
of  charity,  for  a  charity  he  acknowledged  it 
to  be  in  exprefs  tetms  ?  Will  he  himfelf,  will 
any  one  elfe  prefume  to  fay,  that  he  tvas  ? 
Was  he  poor,  was  he  aged  or  infirm  ?  w^ould 
he  be  treated  as  fuch  in  his  intercourfe  with 
the  world,  or  even  thought  to  be  fo  on  any 
account  whatfoever  ?  How  would  it  diflurb 
him,  if  he  were  prefented  with  any  fum  by 
any  perfon  or  upon  any  occafion,  as  cha- 
rity f 

What  man  in  his  fenfes,  could  he  fuppofe, 
would  leave  an  eftate  of  this  kind  to  the  rich 
and  poor  promifcuoufly,  or  if  he  intended  it 
for  the  former,  as  objedls  of  preference, 
would  even  point  them  out  by  an  exad:  de- 
fcription  of  the  latter  ?  Upon  fuch  an  occafion 
we  are  difpofed  to  make  every  pofTible  al- 
lowance, but  in  a  cafe  fo  plain,  fo  fingularly 
plain,  may  it  not  be  laid,  that  whoever  hath 
H  2  from 
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from  the  firft  partook  improperly,  could  no^ 
but  be  either  grollly  ignorant,  ftrangely 
mifled,  or  devoid  of  all  fenfe  of  fliame  ?  But 
what,  what  in'deed  fhall  we  fay  of  thofe, 
who  have  had  the  effrontery  to  do  it,  even 
fince  the  mifapplication  of  the  charity  was, 
without  the  leafl  referve,  officially  and  pub«^ 
lickly  acknowledged,  and  who  to  this  very 
hour  fmile,  as  often,  as  it  is  mentioned  to 

them  ? 

« 

Hie  niger  eji — is  the  fligma  or  badge,  by 
which  we  ourfelves  fliall  moil  certainly  dif- 
tinguifli  them,   in  the  venerable  lift  of  Mr, 

O — n   } -s's  penfioners  already  prepared 

for  pubiick  infpedion,  and  fliould  they  not 
be  io  diftinguifhed  by  every  fellow-citizen 
in  particular  ? 

As  to  the  tru flees,  who  have ^ — ,« 


what  arc  we  to  think  of  them  ?   What  Ihall 
we  think  of  the  prefcnt  M — y — r,   if  after 

the  example  of  the  late  MelTrs. g,  and 

-n,  both  men  of  large  fortunes,  without 

families,   and  advanced  in  years,  he  Ihould 
not  only  fuffer  a  repetition  of  the  fame  prac- 
tices in  other  refpedts,  but  in  the  fan>e  man- 
%  ncf 
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ner  partake  alfo  himfelf  with  the  compaffy, 
to  which  he  belongs  ?  —  Of  fucli  men,  of 
fuch  riches,  one  is  almoU:  prompted  to  fay, 
as  it  was  faid  of  Simon  Magus  and  his  hoards, 
**  Thou  and  thy  money  perifh  with  thee."* 
This  is  that  canker,  the  aflonifliing  efFecfts 
of  which  experience  as  well  as  fcripture  pro- 
claims without  ceafing,   but  proclaims  them 

*  This  year  may  probably  furnifli  us  with  another 
moft  extraordinary  incident.  A  certain  perfon,  who 
for  fome  time  was  particularly  a6live  in  promoting  a 
reform,  and  even  exprefTed  his  wifhes  to  refund,  will, 
it  is  feared,  bow  down  again  to  Mammon  with  the 
reft  of  his  votaries — Had  he  but  purlued  his  former  im- 
preftions,  what  a  noble  example  would  it  have  been  ? 
Such  examples  give  even  a  dignity  to  fallen  virtue,  and 
do  more,  than  cover  a  multitude  of  Jins.  Being  the 
firft  efpecially  out  of  fuch  a  long  lift,  it  might  have 
been  faid  of  him,  Melius  ejl  Jic  pcenhulJJ'e,  qunm  non 
errajje.  Even  ftill,  he,  who  lliall  tlius  diftinguifti 
himfelf,  though  but  by  a  neceftary  a6l  of  juftice,  may 
in  fome  degree,  at  leaft,  be  entitled  to  that  eulogium  ; 
may,  we  fhould  hope,  be  the  happy  inftrument  of 
preventing  much  evil,  &c. — It  is  and  uniformly  hath 
been  the  Writer's  wifli  in  this  very  important  and 
moft  interefting  bufinefs,  to  do  all  the  good  in  his 
power,  but  as  little  mifchief  as  pofllble;  and  that,  he 
tfufts,  will  be  the  rujing  principle  with  fuch,  as  ftiall 
in  any  way  think  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  favour 
the  atternpt, 

H  3  in 
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in  vain  ;  or  that  fecret,  imperceptible  caufe, 
which  inevitably,  though  more  gradually, 
as  it  were  a  moth  fretting  a  garment,  con- 
fumes  the  very  fortune,  it  was  intended  tQ 
haye  ellabliflied  for  ever, 

Could  this  gentleman,   in  fhort,  imagine, 

that  a  butcher,  like  Mr.  O — n  J -s,  whq 

leaves  to  fuch  a  one  cripple  ten  fhillings  and 
Sixpence,  to  another  &c.  &c.  and  whofe  will 
breathes  the  very  fpirit  of  humanity,  would 
even  facrifice  at  once  the  mod  valuable  part 
of  his  fortune,  the  fruits  of  a  long  and  labo- 
rious life,  to  perfons  fo  much  his  fuperiors, 
and  for  what  ?  Not  to  make  ufe  of  it  them- 
felves,  but  to  give  it  away  to  others.  This  is 
a  ftrange  kind  of  charity  indeed  ! 

Little  did  he  fuppofe,  that  fuch  men, 
men  efpccially  of  high  rank  and  the  very  firft 
fortunes,  would  on  any  account  condefcend 
to  partal^e  of  his  fcrapings^  and  therefore 
•\vith  a  peculiar  delicacy  for  one  in  obfcure 
life,  he  leaves  r'mgs  only  to  the  truftees,  as  a 
compliment  or  mark  of  his  refped:. 
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But  had  thofe  trustees  been  real  obje6ls  of 
charity,  or  had  he  himfelf  confidered  them 
as  fiich,  would  he  have  left  rings  to  clothe, 
rings  to  iced  them,  rings  to  adorn  their  fin- 
gers,* &c.  &c.— Would  he  in  Ihorfhave  ap- 
pointed them  his  truflees?^ 

if  for  the  reafons  afligned  then  this  gentle- 
man was  by  no  means  entitled  to  receive  any 
portion  of  it  as  an  objed:,  how  could  that 
portion  become  his,  and   if  not  /ji's,  with 

"^  That  delicacy,  which,  as  it  hath  been  already  ob- 

ferved,  prevented  Mr.  O — n  J s  from  difcovcring 

the  leaft  fufpicion  of  his  more  publick  truftees,  is  iri 
this  refpedlalfo  remarkably  confpicuous.  We  raiglit 
indeed  have  faid,  was  there  ever  a  more  pious,  a  more 
humane,  a  more  ingenuous  will  ? 

-j-  Can  fqch  a  fuppqfition  be  at  all  confident  with 
the  general,  the  uniform,  the  profelfed  defign  of  his 
will  ?  Can  the  bequeft,  difpofed  of  as  it  is,  in  anyway 
promote  the  glory  of  God  and  fer  vice  of  his  church?  Can 
even  banners  &c.  contribute  to  thofe  noble  purpofcs  ? 
Is  the  chriftian  character,  in  fliort,  elevated  or  adorned 
by  an  exclufion  of  the  poor,  when  even  the  whole,  in 
fad,  belongs  to  them?  And  fhall  we  thus  difplay 
that  moft  excellent  gift  of  charity  ?  Are  fuch  the  good 
works  by  which  we  are  taught  and  commanded  to  g!o-, 
r'lfy  our  Father,  that  is  in  heaven  P  How  prefvimptuoysi 
\^  man  !  How  &c,  I 

H  4  vvht\^ 
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what  degree  of  juftice  could  he  difpofe  of  k 
to  another  ?  Was  he  a  truflee  ?  No — Did  he 
even  difpofe  of  it,  as  the  will  dired:s,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  poor  brethren  of  the  fever al 
companies  f  No — What  then  was  the  whole 
proceeding,  if  viewed  in  the^mofl:  favourable 
light,  but  Gripping  poor  Peter  to  clothe 
Paul,  or  r — b — ng  one  charity  to  contribute 
to  another,  a  publick  charity  even  in  favour 
of  a  private  one  ?  If  that  may  be  done,  how 
is  it  poiTible  to  make  a  provifion  of  any  kind 
for  any  benevolent  purpofe,  or  rather,  where 
the  ufe  of  fpecifying  any  purpofe  at  all,  if 
the  revenue  is  not  to  be  applied  accordingly  ? 
What  mufl  become  of  all  our  charitable 
foundations?  What  of  juftice  itfelf ? "  The 
world,  even  the  writer,  is  not  fo  eafily  im- 
pofed  upon,  and  fuch  pretences  ferve  only 
to  aggravate  a  ■  —  in  itfelf  particularly 
odious,  and,  of  courfe,  to  inflame  every  man 
of  common  fenfe  and  common  feelings, 

In  fliort  fuch  pretences,  few  and  uncertain 
as  they  are,  plainly  indicate  even  a  confciouf- 
nefs  of  former  mifconduc^,  and  fliould  in  re- 
ality be  confidered  as  fo  many  fymptoms, 
from  which  we  may  hope  for  the  happieft 

effects 
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efFed:s.  But  fuppofing  they  were  more  ge- 
neral or  more  to  be  depended  upon,  is  an 
endowment  of  this  fort  to  be  left  to  mere 
chance,  to  the  whiniand  caprice  of  every  in- 
dividual, or  directed  by  men  of  vvell-knowri 
difcernment,  integrity,  and  experience;  fo 
as  to  promote  the  great  ends,  for  which  the 
donor  himfelf  hath  expreffly  afligned  it? 
Can  fuch  a  diftribution  be  more  eligible, 
than  the  regular  eflablifliment  of  an  afylum 
with  every  advantage,  with  all  its  life-pre- 
ferving  comforts  ? 

Under  the  fame  prefumption,  (there  could 
be  no  other,)  our  late  reprefentatives  for  the 
town,  being,  as  we  may  fuppofe,  ftrangely 
milled,  partook  with  their  brethren,  the 
inn-keepers,  and  the  noble  p— r,  to  whom 
we  have  already  alluded,  even  fet  the  exam- 
ple. But  fuch  examples,  whatever  fandion 
that  company  or  the  companies  in  general 
might  hope  for  from  them,  add  only  to  our 
aftonifliment.  And  under  any  fuppofition, 
when  p — rs,  or  but  members  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  are  on  the  charitable  lift,  is  i% 
not  high  time  to  cry  aloud  for  a  reform  ? 
Had  the  cafe  been  juftly  rcprefented  fo  thefe 

genU^^nien, 
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gentlemen,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but  they 
would  have  ad:ed  with  a  becoming  propriety 
in  all  refpedls. 

Ho%vfar  our  attempt  may  be  an  object  to  the 
town  in  particular^  where  thefe  tranfadiions 
have  ufifortunately  happened, 

THE  town  at  large,  however  ina«5live  at 
prei'ent,  miiil,  we  apprehend,  be  not  a  ht- 
tle  concerned  in  this  matter.  For  fuppofe, 
all  cxpenfe  of  but  500/.  per  ann.  were  thrown 
upon  it  in  a  manner  by  no  means  jujflifiable, 
and  from  even  the  moft  powerful  quarter. 
Should  we  acquiefce  ?  "Would  a  tame  fub- 
miflion  be  at  all  confiftent  \vith  t^he  well- 
known  fpirit,  wifdom,  &c.  of  th^  place  ? 
How  do  we  contend  in  parrying  off  but  a, 
lingle  pauper,  a  Lazarus  perhaps,  for  whorn 
the  very  dogs  are  moved  with  compailion  ? 
And  where  is  the  difference,  in  cffed:,  bcr 
tween  preventing  fuch  incumbrances  or  eafing 
ourfelves  of  them  ?  Where  the  difference  of 
being  impofcd  upon  by  ftrangers  or  thofe  of 
Qur  own  town,  however  exalted,  however 
high  in  authority  ?  Money,  arifmg  from  a 
charitable  fund,  if  properly  applied,  muft 
of  cpurfe  eafe  the  parochial  rates  iri  propor- 
tion* 


I 
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tion.  Here  atleaft  it  certainly  would  :*  Were 
matters  but  (o  adjufted,  that  every  advantage 
could  be  made  of  the  eftate,  the  old  leale  re- 
newed and  frefli  ones  taken  without  any  ap- 
prehenfion  of  danger,  the  endowment,  in 
fad:,  might  foon  become  of  the  very  lirll: 
confequence,  not  only  to  its  more  im.mediate 
and  real  objeds,  but  to  the  inhabitants  like- 
wife  of  the  town  in  general.  From  time  im- 
memorial the  eftate,  which  is  of  large  extent 
but  barren,  has  been  furrounded  with  lead- 
mines  of  ineftimable  value,  and  the  whole  ac- 
cumulated fum  arofe  out  of  one  mine  only 
within  a  very  fhort  period.  Why  may  not 
others  be  difcovered,  others  flill  more  pro- 
dud:ive  ?  Even  the  prefent  revenue  would  be 
of  no  fmall  ufe  in  this  view.  Why  then 
fhould  the  town,  through  the  mifcondudt  of 
any  individual  or  individuals,  be  deprived  of 
advantages,    which   it   flands   fo   much   in 

*  Ts  not  this  plainly  the  cafe  with  refpe(^  to  our  Lot- 
gowns  in  general  ?  Befides  fuch  a  provifion,  however 
fcantvj  is  to  diitrefTeii  objedl^  3  kjnd  of  independence, 
which  parifh-poqr  have  not,  and  which  therefore  may 
well  be  confidered  as  comparative  happinefs.  How 
cautious  then  ihould  we  be  in  preferving  every  allot- 
jnent  of  this  fort  and  applying  it  to  the  belt  advantage. 

need 


(     io8     ) 

need  of?  Why  alas!  run  the  rifque  of  lojing 
ihemjor  ever  ? 

At  one  of  our  Robin  Hood  meetings, 
thofe  nurferies,  as  experience  hath  taught  us, 
of  every  thing,  that  is  great  or  good,  a  learned 
and  curious  debate  arofe  on  the  fubjed:  of  this 
charity,  in  which  a  certain  well-known  in- 
dividual by  way  of  concentrating  or  bringing 
the  matter  to  a  point,  juft  obferved ;  that  he 
himfelf  had  the  honour  to  be  a  member  of 
a  company  and  fliould  therefore  humbly 
move,  that  the  brethren  in  general  be  re- 
quefted,  to  divide  at  once  the  principal  as 
well  as  intereft,  the  original  as  well  as  fub- 
fequent  fund,  merely  to  fpare  trouble  for 
the  future,  and  as  the  only  effectual  way  of 
preventing  fuch  idle,  fuch  ridiculous  dif- 
putes  about  nothing,  luoud  applaufes  1  Long 
live  the  patriotic k  Mr.  — . —  /  Equality  and 
no  Charities  I 

Even  I  myfelf,  had  I  been  prefent,  though 
not  fo  much  as  a  clerk  of  a  company,  and 
ii  friend  I  profefs,  a  real  friend  to  charities, 
if  they  are  to  be  confidered  and  applied  as 
fuch,  fhould  have  flrained  every  nerve  in 
fupport  of  the  motion,  rather  than  fee  mat^ 

,    ters 
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ters  condu(5led,  as  they  were  at  that  time  or 
have  been  (ince,  and  the  town  in  genera], 
there  can  be  no  doubtv  would  have  acquiefced. 

But  even  thefe  confi derations  are,  we 
grant,  comparatively  of  little  or  no  impor- 
tance. It  is  the  malignant  influence  of  fuch 
frequent,  fuch  general,  unreferved  examples, 
&c.  More  we  need  not  fay,  and  to  enlarge 
upon  this  part  of  our  fubjed:  would  be  dif- 
treffing  indeed* 


The   conclusion. 

UPON  this  occafion  it  is  necefTary,  Sif, 
to  inform  you,  that  the  charities,  alluded  to, 
were  not  reported  under  Mr.  Gilbert's  a(ft  j 
which,  however  laudable  that  gentleman's 
intention  might  be,  in  refped:  to  the  comfort 
of  the  poor  or  a  redudion  of  the  poor-rates, 
was,  I  am  forry  to  fay,  evidently  defedive 
in  many  eflential  points,  and  therefore  but  a 
bad  introdudion  to  a  general  reform  of  our 
charities.  Were  a  plan  of  that  kind  more 
accurately  digefted  and  purfued  to  its  full 
extent,  numbers  alas !  would  have  but-  little 

to 
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to  dread  from  the  evils,  which  you  and  your 
patriotick  afTociates  are  fo  anxious  to  pre- 
vent, and  which  are,  in  fad:,  truly  alarming. 

May  I  take  the  hberty  of  adding,  that 
the  abrupt  manner,  in  which  this  very  im- 
portant bufinefs  was  dropped,  too  often  re- 
minds me  of  the  Prophet's  remark,  though 
he  apphes  it  to  a  different  purpofe,  '*  The 
*'  righteous  perijh  and  no  man  layeth  it  to 
"  heart  J**  It  was  much  fo,  in  appearance, 
with  refpecfl  to  the  poor  on  this  memorable 
occafion.* 

But  however  difcouraging,  Sir,  fuch  at^ 
tempts  may  feem,  furely  Five  are  yet  fo  be 
found,  and  you,  1  doubt  not,  w^ill  be  of 
that  number,  who,  regardlcfs  of  every  other 
confideration,  fhall,  at  a  more  convenient 
jundiure,  effectually  refume  the  caufe  of  the 

*  Since  this  moll:  unfortunate  event  too  many  feeraL 
to  confider  a  general  reform,  as  altogether  imprac- 
ticable, and  their  apprehenftoris  have  ceafed  of  courfe. 
Thus  our  charities,  v^e.  prefume,  are,  like  the  au- 
tumnal leaves,  falHng  oiF  continually.  In  fome 
inftances  we  even  know  it  to  be  the  cafe.  The  very 
leaft  encouragement  to  perfons  of  a  certain  defcrip- 
tion  is  like  a  word  to  the  wife. 

poor 
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poot  and  needy,  the  widow  and  orphan,  and 
deliver  them  out  of  the  hands  of  the  op- 
preiTor.  Oppreflion^  as  the  wifeft  ot  men 
hath  obferved,  makes  even  a  wife  man  mad, 

and   there  are  inftances,  there  are , 

the  very  fight  of  which  hath  almofl,  if  not 
altogether  had  the  fame  effedl.  Liberties  of 
this  fcrt  by  no  means  fuit  the  complexion 
of  the  times,  and  from  publick  bodies 
in  particular.  They  are  without  excufe. 
Would  not  the  remembrance  of  fuch  treat- 
ment be  apt  upon  particular  occafions  to  in- 
flame the  deluded  multitude  beyond  mei- 
fure,  and  involve  the  innocent,  alas !  with 
the  guilty  in  one  common  fcene  of  the  moft 
diftreiTmg  evils  ? 

Were  the  board  or  any  of  its  members, 
but  to  exprefs  a  determination  of  refuming 
Mr.  Gilbert's  plan  with  improvements,  that 
and  that  alone  would  be  all  we  wilh  for  at 
prefent.  Something  furely  of  this  fort  i^ 
neceffary  even  in  juftice  to  the  objedt,  which 
they  themfelves  have  in  view.  And  if  other 
proofs  were  wanting  to  thofe,  with  which 
the  publick  papers  have  abounded  of  late, 
I  myfelf  Ihould  by  no  means  fcruple  to  pro- 
duce 
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duce  them.  But  the  inftance  before  us  is 
more  than  fufficient;  and  I  am  already  too 
much  hurt,  Sir,  in  being  obliged  to  com- 
municate it  to  a  gentleman  of  your  publick 
charad:er,  and  upon  fo  publick  an  occafion. 
No  one  abhors  the  very  thought  of  expoiing 
individuals  or  publick  bodies  of  men  efpe- 
cially,  more  than  myfelf.*     Yet  flill  I  could 

by 

*  Happily  individuals  cannot  here  be  expofed  or' 
liurt  in  any  way.  The  truftees  in  particular  are  all 
good  men  and  true,  and  though' they  ftill  continue 
to  partake,  as  ufual,  vvifli  moft  anxioufly  for  a  re- 
form.    It  is  the  b — y  c — p te,  the  companies  ah-- 

Jlraffedly^  from  whom  all  the  mifchief  ever  did,  and 
ever  wiil  proceed-  Thus  we  have  a  crime,  in  wliich 
no  one  is  concerned,  an  cffeft  without  a  caufe,  bo- 
dies corporate  without  individuals  ;  and  thus,  of 
courfe,  we  fight,  in  all  refpedts,  as  one>  that  bcatetb 
the  air  J  and  woundcth  no  man. 

Being  inclined  to  favour  our  antagoTiIfls,  as  much 
as  pofiible,  we  cannot  but  add  a  few  obfervations, 
which  to  us  feem  well-founded,  and  may  perhaps 
elucidate  the  cafe  in  a  more  fatisfa(5lory  manner.  They 
were  the  refult  at  lead  of  long  experience,  as  well 
as  confummate  wifdom.  *'  No  civil  affembly  can 
*'  be  under  fuch  natural  impulfes  to  honor  and  juf- 
"  tice  as  fingle  perfons;  for  politick  members  meet 

**  with 
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by  no  means  view  with  indifference  fuch 
icenes  of  general,  complicated,  wanton, 
^  nor  even  witliout  making  fome  ef- 
forts to  put  a  flop  to  them.  Much  lefs 
could  I  refifh  the  temptation  of  bringing 
good  out  of  evil,  and  correcting  at  the  fame 
time  the  evil  itfelf,  both  of  which  I  fhall 
hope  to  accomplifh  through  your  means. 
Should  this  be  the  cafe ;  fhould  the  Board 
adopt  any  of  the  fuggedions,  which  I  have 

**  with   neither  encouragement  nor  reproaches  for 

"  what  was  the  eiFe6l  of  number  only.    For  a  majority 

"  is  nobody,  when  that  majority  is  feparated,  and  a  col- 

*♦  ledlive  body  can  have  no  fynterells  or  divine  ray, 

^*  which    is   in  the  eye  of  every  man,  never  ajjenting 

^'  to  evil,  but  upraiding  and  tormenting  him,  when 

*'  he  does  it.     But  tlie   honor  and  confcience,  that 

**  lies  in  the  majority  is  too  thin  and  diffufive  j  for 

**  a  number  can  do  a  great  wrong  and  call  it  right  y  and 

*'  not  one  of  that  majority  blufb  for  it.      Hence  It   is, 

**  that   though    a  public  aifembly  may  lie  under  great 

f*  ccnfurcs,  yet  each  mcrabcr  looks  upon  himfelf  as  little 

*'  concerned."    See  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  Difc.  p.  229. 

But  however  individuals  may  complain,  np  one 
can  even  furpe6l  tlie  writer  of  acting  from  felf-inte- 
refted  motives  or  a  fpirit  of  partv,  the  very  appear- 
ance of  v^hich  would  upon  fuch  an  occafion  have 
diftrefled  him  beyond  meafure. 

I  ventured 
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ventured  to  propofe  as  necelTary  to  their  ge- 
neral defign,  though  not  immediately  rela- 
tive to  the  queries  ;  fliould  thofe  fuggeftions 
but  draw  their  attention  only  to  fueh  very 
interefling  matters,  that,  it  is  prefumed, 
will  alone  apologize  for  every  impropriety. 
At  all  events,  you,  I  am  fure,  from  your 
well-known  character,  will  view  them  in 
the  mofl  favourable  light. 

As  to  the  performance  in  general,  we  fhall 
juft  obferve  with  a  much-admired  writer, 
**  that  in  difquifitions  of  this  fort,  where 
*'  the  evidence  hangs  fo  clofely  together, 
*  *  that  fcarce  any  one  part  of  it  can  be  treated 
**  feparate  from  the  reft,  a  few  repetitions 
'*  will  be  pardoned,  becaufe  it  is  not  eafy 
**  to  avoid  them,"  See  Dr.  Beattie*s  Evi- 
dences, vol.  ii.  p.  2. 

Nor  was  it,  we  may  add,  among  the 
multiplicity  of  articles,  which,  in  order  to 
anfwer  fo  many  different  ends,  it  hath  been 
found  neceffary  to  introduce,  more  eafy  to 
avoid  prolixity  likewife,  as  well  as  confu- 
fion.  But  in  a  cafe,  fuch  as  this,  we  may 
furely  hope  for  ^y^ry  indulgence  from   the 

humane 
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humane  and  benevolent  reader,  and  we  fhall 
with  that  indulgence  reft  perfedly  fatisfied. 

P.  S.  The  following  propofal,  which 
was  prefented  but  a  few  days  fince,  will  in 
fome  degree  enable  the  reader  to  judge  of  the. 
nature  as  well  as  importance  of  this  bequeft, 
and  we  have  the  fatisfac^lion  to  find,'  that  our 
conjediure  (page  53)  is  fufficiently  con- 
firmed even  by  experience.  The  revenue, 
which  may  arife  from  it,  however  great,  is 
in  fadt  to  be  coniidered  as  profits,  and  diftri- 
buted  without  any  more  favings,  without 
the  leaft  referve  of  any  kind.  This  hath 
been  already  determined  at  their  more  pri- 
vate meetings.  How  rapidly  will  the  fines 
of  admiffion  be  advanced  ?  Or  fhall  we 
not  alas !  fee  the  worfhipful  companies  re- 
duced, reduced  each  of  them  to  an  indivi- 
dual only,  and  an  exclujive  right  of  the  moji 
-perfect  kind  clearly  eftablifhed  ?  The  cafe 
of  the  Fifhmongers,  ftrange  as  it  was,  will 
foon  become  the  cafe  of  every  other  com- 
pany. 

1 2  sr* 
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*'  To  the  Alderman^  Stevjardsy  and  Companies 
«<  oj ,  in  the  city  of  C r. 

''  WILLIAM  Wilkinfon    Efquire   and 
**   Mr.  Robert  Burton  propofe  to  the  mayor 

"  and  fheriffs  of  C r,  and  twenty-five* 

**  companies  there,  to  take  a  leafe  of  the 
'*  mines  in   the  lands  of  Mr.  O — n  J — s 

**  at  Minera   in fliire,  for  the  term  of 

**  twenty-one  years  from  the  25th  day  of 
**  March  next  at  i/.  ioj.  a  ton  for  lead  ore» 
**  i/.  a  ton  for  calamine,  and  zs.  6d.  a  ton 
"  for  blackjack. 

**   They  will  engage  to  bring  up  the^eep 
**  level   formerly   begun   by  the  late   Mr. 

**  V rs,    and  to   carry  it  through   the 

**  land,  and  alfo  to  ered:  a  water-engine,  to 
* '  lift  up  the  water  from  the  mines  into  the 
**  level,  and  in  every  other  refpe6t  to  profe- 
**  cute  the  mines  eff equally ^  which,  as  they 
**  conceive,  will  be  attended  with  an  expence 
**  of  8000/.  at  leajl. 

*  Twenty-four  it  fhould  be,  but  fo  it  was  in  the  ma- 
nufcript  delivered  in. 

3  **  The 
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**  The  mines  were  worked  fome  years 
ago  to  a  great  depth  and  were  then  aban- 
doned as  unprofitable,  fo  that  the  prefent 
propofal  is  made  under  very  difadvantage- 
ous  circumflances,  on  which  account  the 
farm  ought  to  be  lefs  than  what  was  of- 
fered, but  the  farm  prupofed  being  agreed 

to  be  paid  to  Lord for  the  mines 

in  the  adjoining  lands,  the  fame  is  now 
offered, 

**  It  is  requeued,  that  this  propofal  may 
*'  be  taken  into  immediate  conlideration, 
**  and  the  anfwer  of  the  company  commu- 
*'  nicated  to  Mr.  D.  F.  J — s. 

"  Fei.  lo,  1796." 
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"  He  muft  be  allowed,"  faith  Dr.  Middleton,  «  ro  aft  like  a  generous  ad* 
•'«  vei  fary,  who  refers  the  merit  of  liis  argument  to  the  trial  of  the  prcfs ;  which 
*i  in  all  countries,  where  it  can  have  its  free  coiirfe,  will  ever  be  found  the  fureft 
"  guardian  of  right  and  truth." — See  the  Dedkation  to  hh  Letter  from  Rtmtf 
V,  5.  p  4. 

*<  Ad  ilia  mihi  pro  fe  quifque  acriter  intendaf  animum,  quae  vitn,  qui 
"  mores  fuerint :  per  quos  viros,  qiiibufque  artibus,  domi  miiiriaque,  eC 
"  partum  et  au>5>um  impcrium  fit.  Labcnte  dcinde  paulatim  difciplin3,  velut 
*<  defldcntes  piinip  mores  fequatur  animo  :  deindc  ut  magis  magifquc  lapfi 
**  fint ;  turn  ire  cceperint  pr:£cipitcs;  donee  ad  hjec  tempora,  quibus  ncc 
<»  vitia  nojira,  nee  remedin  pari  polTumus,  perventum  eft.— Z./v.  Praf. 

"  Impendent  fatales  pcense  generi  humano,  quas  ut  Deos  mitigeC,  oremus— • 
*'  Clamemus  ad  Deum,  ut  propheta,  cum  irafceris,  Deus,  recordare  miferU 
**  cordiae  tux." — Me/anffhen — Efijtla  Clarorum  Firorum,  p.  88. 


iLontion: 

fRlNTED  FOR  JOHN   STOCKDALE,    PICCADILLY. 
1797. 
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An  occajional  Suppleffient  to  the  Appendix 
chiefly  of  Plain  Reasons  for  a  gene* 
ral  Reform  of  our  Charities, 


npHE  following  particulars,  that  would 
otherwiie  have  been  fuppreiTed,  are  now 
added  as  indifputable  proofs  of  what  the 
writer  fcrupled  not  to  alTert,  with  refpe<5l  to 
perfons  as  well  as  things ;  and  as  a  necef- 
fary  vindication  alfo  of  himfelf  from  fome 
late  unexpeded  cenfures.  His  attempt  be- 
iides,  though  not  altogether  ineffedtual, 
hath  hitherto  by  no  means  anfwered  the 
great  ends  propofed.  It  behoves  him  there- 
fore to  perfevere  in  the  purfuit  of  one  of 
them  at  leaf!:,  and  perfevere  he  lliall  with 
medical  caution,  until  the  evil  is  either 
totally  eradicated  or  becomes  defperate  in- 
deed. To  the  former  articles  he  hath  here 
alfo  added  a  fev/,  which  v/ere  omitted  in  the 
Appendix  for  the  fake  of  brevity  i  but  may,  he 
prefunies,  be  of  fome  ufe  in  cafe  of  a  reform. 


The  writer  laments,  that,  upon  many  ac- 
counts, he  was  obliged  to  draw  up  thefe  re- 
marks in  fo  detached  and  defultory   a  man- 
K  2  ner, 
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ner,  fince,  imperfeifl  as  they  are,  it  muft 
render  them  ftill  more  fo  to  thofe,  who  have 
not  attentively  read  the  Plain  Reafons,  and  are 
grangers  likewife  to  the  matter  in  queftion. 
The  parties  however  concerned  cannot  be  at 
a  lofs  in  any  refpedt,  and  for  their  ufe  this 
fupplement  is  principally  intended. 

Had  he  indeed  purfued  a  different  plan,  it 
might  perhaps  have  been  even  lefs  accommo- 
dated to  the  reader *s,  as  well  as  his  own 
eafe,  and  would,  of  courfc,  have  occafioned 
no  fmall  degree  of  tautology.  Each  fed:ion, 
in  its  prefent  form,  diflinclly  elucidates  a 
matter  of  real  importance,  or  adds,  at  leaft, 
no  fniall  weight  to  thofe,  which  have  in 
fome  degree  been  already  conlidered  ;  and 
their  connection,  if  the  pages  referred  to  are 
but  ccnfulted,  will  at  once  be  fufficiently 
obvious.  Should  any  doubts  then  arife  in 
the  reader *s  mind,  he  will,  it  is  hoped, 
efkem  that  an  indulgence  due  to  one,  who 
is  contending  pro  bono  publico  and  pro  bono 
publico  only. 

The  arguments  in  flavour  of  a  general  re- 
form of  our  charities,  many  of  them  at  lead, 
are  totally  independent  of  thofe  in  Flain 
^eafons^ 

SECTION 


(    s    ) 


SECTION     I. 

In    page    29  of  P/ai/t    Reafons    &c.    after 
tlie  following  fentences ; 

*'  Men,  in  fliort,  who  have  been  long 
•'  acciiftomcd  to  fpare  not  the  nnofl  facred 
*'  even  of  all  treafurcs,  that  treafure,  which 
**  hath  been  devoted  to  mifery  and  want, 
*'  are  fit  for  little  clfe  but 

**  Tnafons,  JiratagemSf  and /polls.  ^' 

**  If  fuch  practices  remain  uncorredled,  wc 
**  may  bid  adieu  to  all  focial  comfort." — » 
In  confirmation  of  this  it  hath  juflly  been 
obferved, 

**  Exit  IS  anim't  tenor  in  rigorem  quendam  iorvitatemque 
*•  naturae  duram  et  injiexitilem,  affeiluja^ue  humanos  ad^ 
<*  OT/V."  Tacit. 

•'  The  influence,"  faith  one  of  our  own 
hiftorians,  *'  of  any  cuflom,  both  on  the 
**  underlfanding  and  on  the  heart,  and  how 
**  flir  it  may  go  towards  perverting  or 
*'  extinguifliing  moral  principles  of  the 
*'  greateft  importance,  is  remarkable."  See 
K   3  Robertfon's 
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Robertfon*s  Hiftory  of  Scotland,  vol.  i. 
p.  314,  4to.  j  where  this  obfervation  is  finely 
illuftrated  by  a  feries  of  the  mofh  atrocious 
deeds,  as  well  as  other  circum (lances  not 
lefs  extraordinary.  The  very  perufal  of 
thetti,  in  fiiort,  muil  fill  the  mind  with 
horror.  What  then  have  we  not  to  appre- 
hend from  fuch  proceedings,  proceedings, 
&c.  &,c.  ?  Doth  not  a  little  leaven  leaven  the 
whole  lump  f 


SECTION  II. 

In  pag6  35,  as  a  note  to  bonds,  canals^  (ffc. 
iJL'e  by  no  means  approve  of. 

Even  to  corporation  fccuritics,  where  the 
body  corporate  themfelves  are  truftees  to  the 
charity,  ftrong  obje<5j:ions  might  be  made. 
The   mortgager*    and    mortgagee    are,     in 

effed, 

*  The  following  remarks,  as  well  as  thofe  in  the 
Appendix,  relate  chiefly  to  the  more  extraoidinary  con- 
duct of  a  fct  of  men  in  their  corporate  capacity,  and 
will,  it  is  hoped,  be  confidered  in  that  light. — /\s  fuch 
we  have  even  ventured  to  account  for  it,  and  upon  no 

Icfs 


(    7    ) 

cffe(fl,  the  very  fame  perfon;  and  their 
deeds,  thofe,  at  leaft,  which  we  have  feen, 
of  too  vague  a  nature. — But  what  is   ftill 

more 

lefs  authority,  than  that  of  the  great  Si rWalter  Raleigh.^ 
— With  refpedl  to  the  individuals  themfelves,  of  which 
it  confifts,  a  few  there  are,  we  devoutly  wifh,  there  had 
been  more,  in  whofe  praife  too  much  cannot  be  faid.—- 
Such  we  fhall  think  it  incumbent  on  us  to  aimounce, 
as  rare  examples  of  public  virtue,  as  faithful,  a£live 
citizens  in  the  midft  of  trial  and  under  every  difcou* 
ragement.  But  this,  the  only  circumflance,  from  which 
we  might  derive  any  immediate  pleafure,muft,of  courfe> 
be  referved,  until  \\\c  dramatis  perfona  are  chara<5lerized 
at  large. 

Here  we  cannot  omit  to  prefent  the  reader  with  an 
anecdote  of  a  fingular  kind,  as  it  will  in  the  mean  time 
enable  him  to  form  a  general  idea  of  our  antagonifts, 
and  teach  them  perhaps  to  behave  with  more  caution 
for  the  future. 

At  one  of  their  fplendid  entertainments,  Undeferving 
as  he  is  of  fuch  a  compliment,  it  was  propofed,  arrong 
other  toafts,  to  drink  the  writer's  health.— A^c?,  he  is  no 
friend  to  us,  no  friend  to  the  body  corporate^  zve  will  not 
drink  it^  was,  to  the  great  aftdnifhment  of  every  gen* 
tleman,  inftantly  proclaimed  from  all  quarters  of  the 
room,  without  the  leaft  regard  to  his  profeffion,  &c» 
—A  more  tumultuous  fcene  there  could  not  be,  nor 
indeed  more  heavy  charges.     Such  guilt  was  deferving 

*  Sec  the  Appendix, 

K4  < 
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mftrc  tremendous,    the  power  even  of  the 
body  itfelf  muft  be  fupported,  fupported  at 

all 

tt{  fuch  a  punifhmcnf,  deferving  even  of  a  greater,  if  a 
greater  there  could  have  been. 

But  why  confound  no  friend  to  us  with  no  friend 
t6  the  body  corporate,  as  if  there  were  not  the  lead  dif- 
tindion  between  them  ? — Muft  thofe,  who  approve 
of  fuch  inftitutions,  necefTarily  approve  of  all  the  pro- 
ceedings of  all  their  prefent  members  ?  Muft  they,  in 
ihort,  fupport  them  per  fas  nefajque  in  every  cafe  right 
of  wrong  f'  Is  that  the  criterion  of  friendOiip  r — Are  fuch 
the  only  terms,  upon  which  we  are  to  hope  for  their's?  )r 
But  when  even  Its  prefent  members  are  extinguilhed^ 
the  body  corporate  will  furely  furvive,  and,  we  hope, 
with  undimlnifhed  hiftre.  Survive  it  will,  as  long  as 
it  anfwers  the  fubordlnate  purpofcs  of  government,  but 
iio  longer.  For  as  Mr.  Burke  obferves,  (fee  his  two  laft 
lettersj  p.  119.)  '*  all  thofe  moltculs  united  form  the 
**  great  mafs  of  wliat  is  truly  the  body  politic  in  all  coun- 
*<  tries.  They  are  fo  many  depoiits  and  receptacles 
**  of  juftice,  becaufe  they  can  only  exiji  by  jujiice."  How 
necelTary  then,  that  perfons,  fo  diftinguiflied,  fhould 
be  diftinguilhed  likcwife  by  their  exemplary  conduct  ; 
Ihould  at  all  times,  even  in  thtir  convivial  hours, 
refleiS  that  honour  upon  our  more  public  offices,  which 
they  derive  from  them;  fhould  at  Icaft,  when  amongft 
gentlemen,  in  forae  degree  affume  the  manner  of 
gentlemen  ? 


It 
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tf//  eventSy  as  their  fupreme  objedl.     This 
will  neceflarily  be  the  cafe,  whenever  that 

power 

It  is  thus  only,  that  the  Influence,  the  rerpe£lability 
of  Aich  bodies,  however  diftinguinitd  on  other  accounts, 
can  at  all  be  fupported — Even  a  mere  negative  character 
in  a  fituation  of  that  kind  is  highly  culpable.  They 
are  mlnijlers  for  good  -^nd  muft  be  fo  in  reality,  or  give 
up  all  pretentions  to  public  efleem.  But  vv'hen  with 
their  robes  they  even  throw  afide  the  magillrate  him- 
felf,  and  at  the  expenfe  of  the  public  &c.  &:c.  ^cc. 

The  writer,  in  fhort,  neither  is,  nc.r  ever  was, 
under  any  apprehenfion  of  being  cenfured  by  a  fmglc 
individual  of  the  leaft  difcernment,  as  an  enemy  even 
to  the  prefent  members  of  the  body  corporate.  Every 
ftep,  he  takes,  is  a  proof  at  leaft  of  his  tendcrnefs 
for  them ;  and  their  particular  friend  he  certainly 
Tvas  at  a  moft  critical  junfture ;  *  their  particular 
friend  in  every  fenfe  of  the  words  he  fliould  have  con- 
tinued to  be,  had  they  fulfilled  their  engagements  with 

him,  had  they  not .     But  was  he  to  fubinit  to 

fuch  treatment  under  any  fuppofition  ?  Were  his 
fcrvices  to  be  thus  rewarded  ?  Was  he  even  to  fee 
the  oppreffed  perilling  as  it  were  for  want,  that  they 
might  indulge  in  every  article  of  folly,  claret,  madeira, 
vax  candles,  gold  watches,  he.  See. 

This  ever-memorable  outrage,  we  muft  likewife 
obfcrve,  was  by  no  means  the  unfortunate  efFed  of  too 

*  Sumofuperbiam  qu«fitatn  mcrilis. 

much 
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power  is  lodged  in  the  hands  of  men,  who 
have  not  the  leafl:  pretenfions  to  any  other. '•^ 
Even  in  our  own,  which  one  fhould  fup- 

much  wine  ;  but  even  under  that  fuppofition  it  would 
have  been  unpardonable  (till.  The  magiftrate,  who 
cannot  reftrain  himftlf  within  the  bounds  of  decency, 
is  a  public  nuifance  of  the  very  worft  kind,  is  of  all 
perfcns,  in  fadl,  the  mofl  truly  contemptible.  But  this, 
we  doubt  not,  was  the  firft  outrage  of  the  fort,  and  furely 
it  will  be  the  laft,  drunk  orjober.  He,  who  prefumed  to 
facrificc  to  Bacchus,  was  from  that  moment,  in  one  of  the 
Grecian  republics,  deemed  unfit  for  any  civil  office.  A 
■word  more,  and  we  drop  the  fubjed.  Suppofe,  that  in  a 
town,  where  the  body  corporate  may  fomelimes  de* 
fervedly  be  given  as  a  public  toaft,  an  individual  were 
to  interrupt  the  harmony  of  a  refpeftable  meeting, 
public  or  even  private,  and  cry.  No,  the  mayor  himfelf 
is  not  in  any  7-efpe£l  a  friend  of  m'lney  he  even  deals  luitij 
others,  I  will  neither  driitk  him,  nor  the  body  corporate^ 
nor  any  man,  in  Jhort,  that  belongs  to  it,  whoever  Jhall 
propofe  him. — What,  I  pray.  Would  be  the  confequence  ? 
— Kick  him  out— -1  he  wretch  is  not  fit  for  human  inters 
courfe — Let  Ncbuchadnexzar  s  lot  be  his. — And  yet  this 
outrage  is  by  our  antagonifts  theaifelves  ftill  reprc- 
fented  as  a  peculiar  indignity  to  the  writer. — A  pecu- 
liar indignity  it  certainly  was  ;  but  to  whom,  that  is 
the  queftion  ? 

*  Power,  wherever  it  is,  will  degenerate,  and  in  fuch 
cafes  efpecialiy. 

pofc, 
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pofe,  was  happily  under  the  direcflion  of 
certain    individuals,*     high    in    rank    and 

*  In  matters  at  lead  of  this  forf,  which  depend 
Upon  the  mod  obvious  pt-inciples  of  equity,  and  are  at 
once  adjufted  bet%Yeen  individuals  of  every  denomination; 
where  the  honour,  in  fliort,  of  the  body  itfelf,  which 
they  compofe,  their  own  private  reputation  as  well  as  the 
happinefs  of  their  poor  brethren,  are  fo  efTentially  con- 
cerned ;  and  above  all,  where,  llriiSily  fpeaking  and 
fuppofing  them  to  be  even  proper  objects,  each  indivi- 
dual ought  only  to  receive ,    and  that  but  once  in 

twenty-four  years,  with  his  refpedVive  company,— 
Amongfl  other  expedients  it  was  propofed  fome  time  ago, 
to  recover  one  charity  by  means  of  another  ;  to  have  in 
fliort  a  charitable  alTetnbly,  fuch  as  ve  are  accuf- 
tomed  to,  for  difcovering  the  m.oney,  whether  fiolen 
or  Jlrayedy  as  our  firft  and  principal  objc^l.  This, 
we  acknowledge,  would  in  every  view  be  a  moft 
fmgular  inftance  of  charity,  and  as  fuch,  of  courfe, 
reflect  a  fingular  honour  on  one  of  the  parties  cfpecially. 
But  we  have  uniformly  declined  every  offer  of  pe- 
cuniary alfidance,  liberal  as  they  have  been  fr'.;in  x 
few;  and  mull  think,  that  where  reafon  and  argument 
fail,  the  public  in  general  Oiould  fight  their  own  battle?, 
fliould  put  a  Hop  to  fuch  proceedings  not  in  one  cafe 
only,  but  in  all.  To  f  ght  in  tnafs  cannot  bur  be  the 
molt  efFe£lual  and  fpeedy  wayof  fubduing  an  internal  fc;- 
however  formidable.  It  '.vould  befides  h?.ppily  prevent 
numbcrlefs  evils,  which  naifl:  attend  a  purfiiit  otthis  kind 
in  particular,  when  under  the  management  even  of  the 
molt  cautious  individuaL     We  fpeak  iVom  experici;ce.. 

peculiurh 
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peculiarly  attentive  to  the  real  intcrcfc  ^/ their 
brethren,  is  not  the  example  before  us,  this 
one  example  a  fufficient  monitor*  ? — What 
gentlem/n,  of  their  refpedlability  at  leaft, 
could  encourage  or  even  fuffer  fuch  proceed- 
ings, if  it  was   in   their   power  to    prevent 

them  ?   One  of  thefe,  at  leaft,  a  noble  P r, 

Hrenuoufiy  contended  for  a  general  reform  in 
this  and  every  other  refpeit,   nnd  tha'  a  ge-^ 

neral  refonn  there  Jloould  be ^  \\t  even  [ re 

in  the  mo]l:  folemn  and  explicit  xz\\\:-,'i^  pub- 
iickly  as  well  as  privately,  ugnin  and  again. 
Such  is  the  vanity  of  human  hopes  !  Such 
the  difappointments,  to   which  we  are  for 

ever  fuVjed.  1 

/' 

To  fecurities  of  this  kind  other  objec- 
tions-f- might  be  urged,  but  we  fliall  only 

*  Tlie  late  R d r  T ,  though  againfl  the 

rfiforin  piopofed,  by  no  means  approved  of  their  con* 
dud  in  this  refped,  and  fcrupled  not  to  fay,  fomc 
years  a^o,  t'.^at  the  money  (that  is  the  accumulated  fum) 
was,  where  neither  he  nor  the  writer  would  vvifh  to  have 
a  fhilling.  This  obfervation  fcems  now  to  be  tully 
confirmed.  But  wherever  it  is,  there  are  thofc,  who 
ir.uft  account  for  the  intcreft  as  v^ell  as  principal  ;  and 
upon  fuch  an  occafion  their  prefent  invincible  obflinacy 
will  by  no  means  be  the  moft  palliating  circumftance. 

ir  Oneinparticular.of  thedemonftrativekind,  but  we 
forbear  to  mention  it  upon  fo  public  an  occafion. 

I  obferve. 


^  ^     /^' 
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obfcrvc,  lliat  circumilanced  as  the  cafe  Is 
at  prefcnt,  the  parties  concerned  rnuft  be 
content  wifh  what  they  can  ge^  either  of 
the  interefl  or  principal.  It  would  be  for 
them  dangerous  indeed,  to  enter  into  any 
litigation  with  each  other.  And  of  this,  if 
we  are  to  judge  from  appearances  at  lea  ft, 
they  themfelves  have  long  been  thoroughly 
fenfible.  Such  matters  cannot  well  be  ad- 
jufted  but  by  public  authority.* 

We  are  happy  therefore  to  find,  tliat  our 
labourmg  poor  will  foon  become  the  object 
of  parliamentary  attention,  and  are  under 
all  circumftances  taught  even  to  expedl  a 
comfortable  fupport,  as  their  property. 
Such  in  facfl  was  the  language  of  our  Pre- 
mier— May  we  not  then  julllv  hope,  that 
the  legiflature  itfelf  will,  of  courfe,  foon 
extend  its  paternal  care  to  the  charities  aUo, 

*  Amongft  the  parties  concerned^  in  the  body  corpo- 
rate as  well  as  companies,  fome  at  leaft  there  arc, 
who  even  anxioufly  wifh  for  a  complete  reform,  but 
have  by  no  means  the  refolution  to  attempt  it.  Dif- 
trelTing  as  this  muft  be,  they  are  ftill,  like  the  French, 
more  fearful  of  internal  commotions,  and  know  not 
therefore  how  to  a(£t.  But  when  life  itfelf  i'^  in  imme- 
diate danger,  every  operation  becomes  ueceifary.^r 

which 
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which  in  every  view,  in  every  fenfe  of  the 
word,  may  firi(ftly  be  considered  as  the  pro- 
perty Hkewife  of  the  poorcjl  of  the  poor,  of 
thofe,  alas  !  who  arc  unable  to  work.  Is  it 
not  indeed  an  elTential  part  of  the  bufinefs  ? 
For  the  more  we  recover  from  the  rapacious 
in  the  one  cafe,  the  more  hberal  may  we  be 
to  the  honeil:,  the  induflrious,  the  truly 
deferving  in  the  other. — And  what  better 
way  is  there  of  reconciling  the  publick  to  a 
new  incumbrance,  if  an  incumbrance  it  may 
be  efleemcd,  than  by  taking  off  an  old  one 
of  the  moft  odious,  the  moll:  deteftablc 
kind  ?  For  why  fliould  the  publick  fupport 
fuch  of  the  poor,  as  arc  amply  provided  for 
already,  wxre  they  but  to  enjoy  their  ownf^ 
This  too  would  be  a  manifeft  and  certairi 
advantage  to  the  kingdom  in  general  without 
injuring  any  one,  without  even  the  leafl  dan- 
ger from  expenfive  and  perhaps  fruitlefs  eX' 
periments. 

May  we  not  at  the  fame  time  and  as  a 
nccciiary  confcquence  too,  even  hope  to  fee 
our  poor-rates  in  general  reduced  within 
their  proper  bounds  ?    For,    in  iadt,    how 

♦  Or  rather,  why  fliould  the  publick  fuffcr  it  ? 

is 
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is  the  ftate  of  the  labouring  poor  to  be  im- 
proved, if  that  vortex,  that  enormoujiy  in- 
creafed  and  c?iormouJJy  increajing  evil,  muft 
fwallow  up  every  thing?*  This  would 
complete  the  bufinefs,  and  leave  no  room 
for  any  finifter,  unfavourable  interpretation 
of  fo  meritorious  a  deed.  This  would 
juftly  entitle  our  Premier  to  that  nobleft  of  all 
fublunary  diftindions,  i\\Q  real  pater  patri^^^ 
the  man  not  of  the  people  only,  but  of  the 
community  at  large. 


SECTION  IIL 

In  page  6i,  as  a  note  to  bear  ih^kajl  //j- 
Jinuation  of  that  kind. 

IN  a    cafe   like   this    efpecially. For, 

**  the  defcent,"  as  Dr.  Ogden  juftly  ob- 
ferves,  **  is  gradual  through  the  feveral  fta- 
**  tions  of  life. — There  is  a  continual  fuc- 

*  This,  like  the  abufe  of  our  charities,  tends  to  cor- 
rupt the  morals  of  the  people  beyond  expreflion.  In 
both  cafes  fpecial  laws  of  the  moft  rigorous  as  well  a« 
explicit  kind  fccm  to  be  wanting, 

♦*  ceflioii 


C     .6    ) 

**  ceffion  and  chain  of  pre-eminence  and 
**  fubje(^lion  down  to  the  very  lowefl,  and 
**  when  we  abufe  our  fuperiority  of  whatever 
•*  fpecies  or  degree,  and  have  retourfe  to 
**  our  ovjn  little  greatnefs  to  fupport  us  in 
**  doing  wrongs  we  commit  the  double  of- 
**  fence  of  diflionefly  and  oppreflion ;  and 
*'  if  we  take  advantage  in  any  cafe  of  a  per- 
**  fons  necejjitits,  we  fwell  the  account  yet 
**  farther  by  adding  cruelty  to  the  number 
**■  of  our  tranfgrellions. — If  magijlrates  per" 
**  vert  or  refufe  or  delay  juji ice  ;  if  they  fell 
*'  or  load  it  with  unnecelTary  cxpenfes  or 
**  difficulties,  when  it  is  already yc>  ^r/ri'- 
**  oujly  overcharged  with  them^  their  in- 
*'  juflice  is  worfe  than  that  of  others,^  in  as 
*'  much  as  it  is  aggravated  by  breach  of 
*•  trujl  and  treachery, — It  is  a  robbery  com- 
**  ?nittcd  by  a  guardian,''  Ogden's  Sermons, 
V.  ii.  p.  242,  243. 

Charity  therefore,  which  hopcth  all  things^ 
will  by  no  means  admit  of  fuch  an  unfavour- 
abk  fuppofition. 


SECTION 
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SECTION  IV. 

In  page  64  after  T C ,  infen, 

AGAINST  the  charity  too  itfelf,  if  wc 
are  to  regard  general  and  pubHc  alTertions, 
that  were  never   contradicted,  the  late  Mr. 

B made  a  demand  at   one  time  of 

more  than  eight  hundred  pounds,  in  which 
two  per  cent,  were  charged  for  placing  out 
the  accumulated  fum  only  at  four  per 
cent,  intereft,  though  the  bell  fecurities  were 
to  have  been  had  even  with  four  and  an 
half. — No  wonder,  that  he  required  a  deed 
of  rcleafe  from  the  truftees  and  companies, 
before  he  would  fettle  his  accounts  with 
them.  No  wonder  that  fuch  accounts 
&c.  &c. 


SECTION  V. 

In  page  68    as  a  note  to  a  principal  caufe  of 
their  continuance, 

AT  a  private  interview  I  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  ihewing  our  late  r — d — r  T 

L  two 
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two  letters,  with  which  I  had  jufl  been  ho« 
noured,  relative  to  the  biifinefs,  from  pre- 
lates even  highly  diflinguilhed  by  their  learn- 
ing, as  well  as  piety.  The  letters  he  con- 
defcended  to  read  and  obferved,  that  the 
charity  might  indeed  be  reformed,  but  ?iei~ 
ther  I  nor  the  prelates^  he  thought,  would 
be  at  a  thovfand  pounds  expcnje*  to  do   it ; 

adding, 

*  From  this  prefumption  alone  our  antagonifts  have 
all  along  perfevered  in  their  error  ;   nor  was  R — d — r 

T ,  we  fhould  imagine,  in  the  leaft  apprehenfive  of 

danger  from  a  more  formidable  enemy. — But  others 
there  were,  one  even  of  high  authority,  an  authority 
by  no  means  to  be  trifled  with,  and  both  eminent  in 
their  profellion,  that  viewed  the  matter  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent, in  a  very  ferious  light  indeed ;  and  never  fo 
much  as  mentioned  chancery  on  the  occafion.-f-Upon 
this  account  they  took  tjncommon  pains  Ip  corrcfl  the 
evil  themfelves,  fo  as  not  to  endanger  individuals,  with 
all  pbiTible  expedition  ;  and  had  from  the  truftees  for 
the  time  being  every  aiTurance,.  that  it  fhould  be  done, 
before  their  year  was  expired One  of  thefe  gentle- 
men, the  gentleman  in  authority,  to  his  honour  be  it 
mentioned,  declined  the  acceptance  of  five  guineas  at 
our  firft  interview,  and  in  terms  fuch  as  could  not  but 
convince  us,  that,  like  the  well-known  Vicar  of  Wake- 
field, he  always  felt  a  fee  ret  pleafure  in  doing  his  duty 
without  reward. 

Here 
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adding,  that  it  would  be  time  enough  for 
him,  in  fhort,  to  take  the  matter  into  con- 
fideration,  when  formally  called  upon  to  put 

in  his  anfwer ;  that  is,  when .    No  penny, 

wo  pater  Jiojier,  is,  it  feems,  a  degree  of  felf- 
iflmefs,  not  at  all  peculiar  to  a  certain  pro- 
iellion. — In  this  inftance  at  leafl  we  may  do 

Here  we  fhall  by  no  means  intrude  our  own  private 
opinion,  nor  even  touch  upon  ex  officio  proceedings  ; 
but  it  is  found  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  in  whatever 
light,  or  under  whatever  predicament  fuch  offences  are 
confidercd,  our  companies,  of  courfe,  muft  be  efteemed 
principals  and  principals  only.— -For  by  whom  have 
the  poor  been  excluded  from  their  fpeclfic  qualijication, 
and  with  what  view?  Who  have  confpired  &:c.  &c.r  So 
that  in  fail  according  to  the  donor's  will  itfelf,  there  hatii 
been  a  double  forfeiture  of  the  charity,  a  forfeiture  through 
the  mifcondudl  of  the  companies  as  well  as  truflecs. 
Upon  the  whole  then  we  are  aftonilhed  beyond  expref- 
fion,  that  a  leading  company  fhould,  but  a  fhort  time 
ago,  even  fince  the  publication  oi  Plain  ReaJonsScc,  IHll 
prefume  to  partake,  as  ufual,  in  every  refpedl.  For  this, 
at  leaft,  we  have  no  fmall  degree  of  authority;  but 
know,  and  it  allonidies  us  the  more,  that  they  vvers 
not  without  a  mod  refpe£lable  example  from  one,  who 
having  read  that  performance  and  being  convinced 
of  their  error,  told  the  body  corporate,  that  he  him- 
felf  would  have  no  concern,  no  concern  at  all  with 
it.  Was  there  ever  then  fuch  infatuation,  fuch  pre- 
fumption  !  See  the  poftfcript  to  the  appendix — Will  not 
that  in  fome  degree  account  for  it  ? 

L  2  more 


(     20     ) 

more  than  retaliate.  How  unlike  was  fuch 
condud:  to  that  of  the  gentleman  alluded  to 
in  the  preceding  note  ! 


SECTION  VI. 

In   page  Si   as  a  note  to,    To  w/jom  rnuft  a 
furplufage  gof 

IN  the  cafe  furely  before  us,  not  to  ele- 
vate or  enrich  the  poor  brethren,  but  only  to 
relieve  'y  to  relieve  them,  even  like  drops  of 
rain  in  the  time  of  drought  ;  that  is  in  a  way, 
which  fliall  be  judged,  upon  the  whole, 
more  generally  as  well  as  more  ejfentially 
ufeful.  to  the  objecfts,  and,  of  courfe,  more 
conformable  to  the  donor's  intention.  Ab- 
folutc\    not   relative    poverty,   as  fome  have 

ridiculouiiy  fuppofed,  was  what  Mr.  O n 

J s   had   in  view. — For  he  could  never 

mean,  that  the  very  pooreil  brethren  lliould 
at  once  become  richer  even  than  the  richefl:, 
w^hich  mufl:  be  the  cafe,  in  fome  inHances  at 
leaft,  if  it  were  otherwife.  In  the  fupcrior 
companies  the  very  pooreft  brother  alfo  is 
generally  richer  than  the  richefh  of  an  inferior 

one. 
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pne. — Shall  the  latter,  the  pooreft  of  the  two 
then,  be  excluded,  and  for  no  other  reafon, 
but  becaufe  he  is  not  of  the  fame  company  ? 
And  may  not,  in  fhort,  every  member  of  a 
company  be  rich  indeed,  richer  at  lea  ft  than 

Mr.  O n  J s  was  himfelf,  and  yet  poor 

with  refped:  to  fome  of  his  brethren  ?  Relative 
poverty  therefore  alone  is  by  no  means  the 
principle,  upon  which  this  charity  fliould  be 
difpofed  of.  It  was  given,  in  fadf,  only  to 
relieve,  and,  of  courfe,  where  that  can  be 
done  confiftently,  to  relieve  fuch  in  parti- 
cular, as  are  ready  to  perifi.—¥ox  this,  for 
every  purpofe,  which  the  nature  of  the  cafe 
may  in  any  way  require,  the  plan  of  an 
afylum  is,  above  all  others,  evidently 
adapted. 


SECTION  VII. 

In  page  89  after fubfervi en t,  add, 

*'  ANCIENT  politicians,''  faith  a  writer 

of  the  greateft  difcernment,   **  were  always 

**  talking  of  morals  and  virtue;  Our*s  fpeak 

**  of  nothing  elfe  but  commerce  and  money. 

L  3  **  No 
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**  No  one,  it  feems,  is  worth  more  to  the 
**  ftate,  than  in  proportion  of  his  wealth 
*'  or  rather  his  confumption,  and  a  Sybarite, 
**  of  courfe,  muft  be,  at  leafl,  equivalent  to 
•*  thirty  Lacedaemonians."  Thus  it  is,  we 
may  add,  that  even  individuals,  the  knowing 
ones  at  leafl,  eflimate  themfelves,  as  well  as 
others  m  a  private  view.*     What  can  he 

fpend  ? 

*  According  to  this  mode  of  eftimation  we  abound 
%vith  great  examples,  and  even  may  foon  hope  to  be- 
come a  nation  of  Sybarites. — Steep  and  difficult,  in  the 
opinion  of  all  the  ancient  philofophers,  was  the  afcent 
to  virtue  and  honour  ;  but  how  delightful,  how  eafy  is 
it  now  !  h  fafhionabley^^'yo/r  vivre  profufion  fupplies  at 
once  the  want  of  every  excellence  of  mindas  well  asbedy, 
every  virtue  under  heaven. — Socrates  and  Cato  knew  not 
liow  to  live,  were  mere  felf-tormentors. — Such  are  the 
noble  effecls  of  commerce  and  money  !  Such  our  refine- 
ments, for  fo  they  are  efleemed  !  But  if  with  our  other 
evils  this  profufion  fhould  increafe,  and  increafe  it  cer- 
tainly will,  muft  not  the  greater,  the  happieft  part  of  the 
community,  bid  adieu  to  thofe  rational  gratifications, 
thofe  comforts  of  life,  to  which  they  have  always  been 
accuftomed?  Muft  they  not  fubmit  to  live  in  every 
refpeft  like  the  poor,  and  the  poor  like  camelions? 
How  ineftimable  then  are  fuch  members  of  focietyj 
fuch  choice  fpirits  !     How  much  to  be  ador'd  ! 

Here   we   cannot    but    mention   another  grievance 
Jikewlfe  of  the  moft  alarming  kind;  a  grievance  pe- 
culiarly 
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Cpend  ?  is  -their  firfl,  their  only  queftion. 
Whether  even  a  man,  a  monkey,  or  a  bear, 
it  matters  not. 

But  if  modern  pohtics  are  altogether 
founded  upon  thefe  Mandevillian  principles, 
will  it  not  at  once  account  for  that  inundation 
of  grievances,  which  we  fo  often  complain 
of?  Commerce,  however  ufcful,  however 
necefTary  in  a  certain  degree  and  under  par- 
ticular circumlfances,  ii  not  retrained  within 
its  due  bounds,  evidently  becomes  the  fource 
of  the  greatefl  and  moil  fatal  evils ;  and 
who  or  what  nation  can  fay,  hitherto  Jhak 

euliarly  the  offspring  of  commerce  and  money,  and 
which  muft  foon,  if  not  reftrained,  very  foon  realize 
all  fuch  apprehenfions.  Have  w^e  not,  in  fliort,  feen 
a  whole  nation  diftrelfed  by  a  few  infatiable  miibreants 
only  of  the  fpeculating  tribe,  diftrelfed  even  for  the 
very  neceffaries  of  life  r  In  vain  doth  the  common 
father  of  us  all  provide  amply  for  all.  Thus  it  is, 
that  commerce  improves  our  morals  and  refines  our 
manners.  Thus  may  we  even  ftarve  in  the  midft  of 
plenty.  How  different  from  the  example  of  the 
primitive  Chriftians !  How  diametrically  oppofite  to 
the  indifpenfable,  the  pure,  the  exalted  precepts  of  the 
Gofpel !  If  riches  fo  acquired  are  not  the  wages  of  fniy 
what  is  ? 

L  4  thou 
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thou  go  and  no  farther.*    To  pafs  over  many 
others,  hath  it  not  long  been,  in  general,  the 

very 

*  Extremes  of  every  kind,  of  the  beft  things  efpe- 
cially,  are,  if  poflible,  to  be  avoided.  The  well- 
known  and  learned  Monf.  Sorbiere  even  expatiates 
on  the  many  evils,  which  attend  too  much  wifdom,  and 
fcrnples  not  to  fay,  that  he  himfelf  had  often  experienc- 
ed them.  SeeSorberiana,  p.  127.  This  however  is  a  mis- 
fortune, of  which  few  do  complain,  few  can  with  reafon. 
But  the  extremes  of  commerce  and  money,  in  particu- 
lar, if  not  regulated  by  a  fuperior  degree  of  virtue,  are, 
like  Pandora's  box,  fraught  with  every  evil.  And  yet, 
in  the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  we  can  by  no  means  do 
well  either  with  or  without  them. 

But  fince  we  have  been  fo  particularly  diflinguifhed 
by  a  vaft  influx  of  wealth,  and  commerce  hath  ^ven 
thrown  too  much  of  it  into  the  hands  of  a  few,  what  is 
become  of  our  old  Englifh  character,  that  noble,  that 
upright  fimplicity  of  manners  ?  The  rich  glory,  glory 
only  in  their  excefs,  and  though  feemingly  opprelled 
with  wealth,  are  often  really  or  in  effect  poor,  having 
at  leaft  numberlefs  imaginary  wants  of  the  mod  ex- 
cruciating kind  ;  whillt  the  poor,  on  the  other  hand, 
imitating,  alas!  their  vices,  have  for  ever  recourfc  to  the 
mofl  fliameful  and  indiredl  means,  to  fupport  their  ex- 
travagance. Hence  arife  thofe  exorbitant  demands  for 
trifles,  that  univerfal  circumvention,  that  inhnite  variety 
of  frauds  in  our  weights,  our  meafures,  &c.  And  well 
may  they  continue  to  increafe,  if  even  the  moft  flagrant, 
the  'more  general  violations  of  the  great  and  weightier 

mattcr2 
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yery  worfl  fpecies  of  gaming;   and  gamin^!;, 
according  to  the  celeb  rated  Montefquieu,  muft 

iiiatters  of  the  law,  the  nhufe  of  our  charities,  &cc.  &c. 
arc  to  pafs  altogether  unnoticed.  Yet  ftill  laws  alone 
can  by  no  means  eradicate  fuch  evils. /I^  The  bad 
example  of  the  rich  hath  been  the  remote  caufe  of  them : 
From  their  good  example  therefore,  of  courfe,  we  are 
principally  to  hope  for  an  effedlual  remedy  at  leaft^if  an 
effedlual  remedy  there  can  be.  A  writer  of  diftinguifhed 
eminence,  fpeakjng  of  luxury  or  excefs,  very  judici- 
oufly  obferves,  that  *'  Les  fpiriiuels  out  toujours  compte 
**  pour  le  vice  qu'il  falloit  coimbattre  le  premier,  comma 
<*  etant  la  fource  de  la  plupart  des  autres.  Les  Philo- 
**  fophes  Socratiques  ont  fort  prefche  la  fobriete,  jufques 
**  la  que  Platon  ne  croyoit  pas  qu'il  y  euft  rien  a  fairc 
**  en  Sicile  pour  la  corredion  deS  moeurs,  tant  qu'on  y 
**  feroit  tous  les  jours  deux  grands  repas,  &  on  croit 
**  que  le  but  de  rendre  abjiinence  de  Pythagore  etoit  de 
*'  rendre  les  hommes  jujies  et  difmterejjez,  en  les  accoutu- 
"  mantvivredepeu."  Fleury's  Les  Moeurs 4es  Ifraelites, 
p.  70.  Trifling  as  the  negledt  of  fuch  a  caution  may 
feem,  it  is  in  its  confequences  far  otherwife.  Hce 
nugce^  alas  !  injerin  ducunt.  Hath  it  not,  in  iacl,  been 
the  grand  fource  even  of  all  our  diftrcfs  ?  So  incon- 
fiftent  with  experience,  as  well  as  the  very  firfl:  au- 
thorities, is  Mandeville's  ftrange  fuppofition  ;  a  fup- 
pofition,  which  had  it  not  been  fo  ingenioufly,  f.  plau- 
libly  defended,  would  at  once  have  funk  into  that  ob- 
livion, where  all  fuch  extravagancies  of  the  human 
mind  ftiould  be.^^o  fee  the  fatal  efFeds  of  luxury  we 
fhould,  in  fhort,  trace  the  French  revolution,  and  read 
alfo  the  treatife  on  the  police  of  the  metropolis. 

ia 
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in  the  end  be  the  rain  of  Europe*  Wliat 
reafon  then  have  we  to  be  alarmed  ?  How  ra- 
pidly does  it  increafe  in  every  corner  of  this 
kingdom  ?  But 

*  For  one,  who  is  ruined  in  the  common  way  of  gam- 
ing, thoufandsfall  by  this  new,  this  fecret  modR  of  con- 
dueling  it ;  and  not  only  fall  themfelves,  but  with  every 
circumftance  of  cruelty  involve  numberlefs  others, 
their  deareft  friends  perhaps,  in  irreparable  mifery.  The 
manoeuvres  too  of  the  latter  infinitely  furpafs  thofe  of 
the  former  in  number,  &c.  &c.  and  would  even  be 
cfteemed  the  very  utmoft  efforts  of  human  invention,  if 
ftill  more  wonderful  wonders  of  the  fame  kind  did  not 
continually  occur.  It  was,  we  may  prefume,  from 
fuch  refledlions  and  their  confequent  evils,  that  our 
venerable  fage  formed  his  opinion. — "  Gaming  (fee 
'*  Warton's  Life  of  Pope,  v.  ii.)  more  than  any  other 
"  vice  hardens  the  heart  by  imprefling  and  keeping 
<*  up  habits  of  felfifhnefs.  I  forefee,  faid  Montefquieu 
*'  to  a  friend  vifiting  him  at  Breda,  that  gaming  will  be 
**  the  ruin  of  Europe.  During  play  the  body  is  in  a 
**  ftate  of  indolence,  and  the  mind  in  a  flate  of  vicious 
*'  adlivity."  What,  in  fliort,  is  the  root  of  thofe 
manifold  evils,  which  we  are  fo  anxious  to  corred  ; 
■what  even  of  almoft  every  other,  but  extreme  fel- 
fifhnefs ? 

Here  we  cannot  but  obferve,  to  the  great  diflionour 
of  our  laws  and  manifefl  encouragement  of  fuch 
pradices,  that  thefe  commercial  aventuriers  or  rather 
harpies  of  fociety.  Phoenix-like,  not  unfrequently  rife 
out  of  their  own  afhes  with  aflonifliing  fplendor  ;  and 
in  the  midfl  of  defolation  even  proudly  lord  it  over  the 

vidims, 
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But  tlie  fallacy  of  fuch  principles  and 
that  infeparable  connc6tion,  which  there 
is  and  ever  hath  been  between  morals 
and  virtue,  the  welfare,  the  profperity  of 
every  flate,  may  eafily  be  colleded  from 
experience  itfelf,  from  the  flighteft  view, 
in  fhort,  of  the  hiftories  of  Athens,  Rome,* 

vidims,  they  themfelves  have  occafioned. — This  is  the 
height,  the  very  acme,  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  human  in- 
folence,  if  human  it  may  be  called. 

*  See  the  extradl  from  the  great  Roman  hi  dorian  in 
the  title-page. — A  more  interefting,  a  more  compre- 
henfive  paffage  there  can  not  be  in  any  profane 
writer,  nor  one,  in  fadl,  fo  applicable  to  the  Britifh 
empire  in  all  its  ftages.  The  feveral  gradations  vi'e  have 
indifputably  palled  through,  and  are,  like  the  Romans,  <r £  c-y^^^^ 
advanced  to  that  fatal  period,  wherein,  as  he  fays,  they 
could  neither  hear  their  vices,  nor  their  remedies.  Of  this 
what  farther  proof  can  be  wanting,  if  amid  fo  many 
political  phantoms  the  morals  of  the  people,  that 
grand  foundation  of  all  true  policy,  be  totally  difre- 
garded,   and  a  reform  only  of  our  charities   folicited        ,  y 

for  in   vain?      From   the   example  of    the   Romans^y>^-r».    /-^ 
we  may  at  once  learn  the  dreadful  cataftrophe,  which  ''^  ^    XV, 
is  the   neceffary  confequence    of   fuch   a   flatc ;    for  ^'^j,  ^   ^ 
fimilar  caufes   even    in   the    political   fyftem    produce 
fimilar  efFeds  ;  and,  in  general,  empires  fall,  as  well  as 
rife  in  an  uniform  manner. yUpon  the  morals,  in  fhort, 
of  the  people  obedience  to  government,  and,  of  courfe, 
every  focial  comfort,   mud  chiefly  depend,  that  true 
obedience,  an  obedience  for  conjcience  Jake. 

Car- 
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Carthage,  and  Holland,  in  particular. — ' 
RoufTeau,  the  writer  alluded  to  above, 
fmartly  but  with  truth  obferves,  **  that 
**  confumption  ox  luxury,  &c.  6cc.  ferve 
*'  only,  in  fad,  to  the  fupport  of  a  ftate,  as 
*'  the  beams  made  ufe  of  to  prop  decayed 
**  houfes,  which  even  frequently  complete 
'*  their  downfall* 


SECTION  vm. 

In  page  91,  as  a  note  to  apology, 

AMONGST  other  authorities  in  favour 
of  an  afylum,  we  muft  upon  no  account 
omit  that  of  the  very  humane  Dr.  Johnfon. 
**  Charity,"  he  fays,  *'  or  tendernefs  for  the 
*'  poor,  which  is  now  juftly  confidered  by  a 
**  great  part  of  mankind  as  infeparable 
**  from  piety,  and  in  which  almoft  all  the 
**  goodnefs  of  the  prefent  age  confifls,  is,  \ 
*'  think,  known  only  to  thofe,  who  enjoy 
•*  either  immediately  or  by  tranfmifTion  the 
•*  light  of  revelation.  Thofe  ancient  na- 
**  tions,  who  have  given  us  the  wifefl 
*'  models  of  government  and  the  brightefl 

**  exam- 
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**  examples  of  patriotifm,  whofe  inftitutions 
**  have  been  tranlcribed  by  all  fucceeding 
*'  legiflators,  and  whofe  hiftory  is  Ihidied 
"  by  every  candidate  for  political  or  mili- 
*•  tary  reputation,  have  yet  left  behind  them 
**  no  mention  of  alms-houfes  or  hofpitals, 
**  of  places,  where  age  might  repofe,  or  Jick- 
**  nefs  be  relieved, ^^ — See  the  Idler,  v.  i. 
p.  14. 

But  why  all  this  ?  If  an  alms-houfe  of  the 
very  meaneft  fort  becomes  vacant,  the  cries 
even  of  Bethefda  are  heard  from  every  quarter. 
What  competitors !  What  anxiety !  Wliat 
(applications  !  And  have  not  the  very  firft, 
the  mofl  refped:able  companies  in  the  king- 
dom, their  feveral  afylums,  as  a  necelTary,  an 
honourable  appendage  ?  Why  not  fo  here  ? 
Why  not  prevent  their  brethren,  at  lead, 
their  poor  unfortunate  brethren^  from  being 
an  in/:umbrance  to  others  ?  This  would  be 
delicacy  indeed,  the  delicacy  of  a  liberal 
mind.* 

SEC- 

*  Contemptible  as  an  afylum  may  feem  to  our 
worthy  antagonifts,  there  is  in  the  diocefe  of  Salifbury 
one  for  the  reception  of  clergymen's  widows,  over  the 
gate  of  which  the  following  infcription  was  placed  by 
the  founder  himfelf  ia  letters  of  gold  : 

To 
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SECTION  IX. 

In  page  92,  as  a  note  to  humiliat'nig  Truth, 

FROM  fuch  inftances  we  may  learn  their 
abfolute  dependance  upon  the  great  governor 
of  the  world  in  common  with  the  meaneft 
mortals,  that  they  are  equally  fubjedl  to  the 
faddeft  reverfes  of  fortune,  &c.  The  rich 
brethren  therefore  themfelves  might  thus 
become  partakers  of  the  bequeft  even  in  the 

To  the  Honour  of  Almighty  God,   . 

This  College  of  Matrons  ^ 

TVas  nioji  humbly  dedicated 
By   Sethy    Bijhop    of  Salijhuryy 
In  the  Tear  of  our  Lord, 
1682.  >- 

That  truly  primitive  hi  (hop  founded  alfo  another  at 
Buntingford,  the  place  of  his  nativity,  for  ten  poor  aged 
men,  allowing  each  of  them  ten  pounds  per  annum, 
which  too  is  a  noble  ftru£lure.  See  his  Life  by  Dr. 
Pope,  p.  81.  Many,  we  prefume,  many  unfortunate 
beings  have  entered  thefe  facred  manfions  with  pious 
gratitude,  with  tears  of  heart -felt  joy.  But  with  fomc 
the  fpirit  of  a  Judas  prevails  beyond  every  thing  elfe. 
The  ready  cadi  is  all  in  all. 
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mofl:  feniible  degree.*  An  afylum  alfo 
would  at  once  remove  every  obftrudlion,  that 
might  occur  in  anv  other  ftate  of  the  charity. 
Were  there,  for  inilance,  no  poor  in  a  com- 
pany, that  company  might  refume  or  take  its 
turn,  as  foon  as  there  was,  Sec.  dec.  5cc.^ 


SECTION  X. 

in  page  lOi,  -Ali^x  'preventing  much  evil,  &c, 

CAN  it  then  be  neceifary  to  add  the  fol- 
lowing fuggeftions  from  a  cafuifl:  of  the  fni\: 
authority  ?  **  What  is  got  by  evi/,  unjujl, 
*•  and  unwarrantable  means,  is  in  God's 
'*  fight  or  eftimation  no  better  than  ^^oAv;. 
•'  Now  ftolen  goods,  whatever  hands  they 
**  may  have  paffed  through,  that  man  is 
*'  anfvverable  lor  them,  in  whofe  hands  they 
*•  are  found.  T^he  Jins  of  the  fathers  are 
"  often  vifited  upon  the  children,  as  pojfef- 
'•'■  fors  of  fomething,  which  their  fathers 
**  left  them  with  God's  curfe  cleaving  unto  it. 

*  Two  inftances  there  are,  if  not  more,  in  which 
even  the  founders  themfelves  were  obliged  to  end  tlieir 
days  in  alms-houfes  of  their  own  eftablifhmcnt.  See 
the  Appendix.  ,\-  . 

2  '*  For 
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**  For  this  there  is  tio  remedy  but  one,  and 
*'  that  is  free  and  fpeedy  rejfitution*  In 
**  the  cafe  of  Naboth's  vineyard,  Ahab  got 
*'  it  without  juftice,  Jehoram,  the  fon,  held 
**  it  without  fcruple.  There  was  but  this 
*'  difference;  the  father  was  the  thief,  and 
*'  he  the  receiver,  which  the  law  fevereth 
"  not  either  irt  guilt  or  punidiment.  I 
**  will  bring  the  evil  on  his  houfe,  are  the 
'*  cxpreffions  of  God  himfef  in  another 
*'  cafe.'* — See  Bifliop  Saunderfon's  Ser- 
mons, page  195,  6. 

For  a  proof  even  of  this  from  certain 
well-known  fadls,  where  unhappy  mortals 
have  experienced  the  fate  of  the  eagle,  who 
by  a  coal  ftolen  from  the  altar  fet  her  nell 
on  fire  and  was  kerfcif  "with  both  her 
young  ones  eonfumcd  in  it — fee  Walton's  ex- 
cellent Life  of  Hooker,  and  Saunderfon's 
Sermon  on  the  third  chapter  of  Kings. f  Thus 

*  We  are  not  only  forbid  to  take  the  property  of  ano- 
ther, but  under  the  flridieft  injundions  to  reftore  that, 
which  hath  been  unjuftly  obtained,  and  to  reftore  it, 
of  courfe,  as  foon  as  poffible.  To  keep  it  is  tanta- 
mount with  taking  it  over  again.  In  the  eye  of  hea- 
ven there  can  be  no  diftindion  between  them.  The  in- 
jury, the  injuftice  is  the  fame, 

it 
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il^  is  even  in  the  more  common  cafes,*  but 
U'hen,  iiiftead  of  feeding  the  hungry,  \\t 
take  their  bread  out  of  their  mouths, 
&c.  &c.  ! 

*  How  happy  then  may  thofe  amongft  tis  efleem 
themft.lves,  who  are  the  r«prefentatives  of  fuch,  as 
might  with  Samuel  have  faid  before  God  and  all  the 
people,  *'  Behold,  here  I  am,  witnefs  againft  me 
**  before  the  Lord,  and  before  his  anointed,  whofe 
**  ox  have  I  taken  ?  or  whofe  afs  have  I  taken  ?  or 
*•  whom  have  I  defrauded?  whom  have  I  opprefled? 
**  or  of  whofe  hand  have  I  received  any  bribe  to  blind 
**  mine  eyes  therewith  ?  and  /  ivHl  rejlore  ?V  you.  And 
**  they  faid  unto  him,  thou  haft  not  defrauded  us^  nor 
*'  Qpprefj'ed  us,  neither  haji  thou  taken  ought  of  any  man's 
"  hand.'"'  We  are  by  no  means  inclined  to  compare  the 
conduclof  our  antagonifts  with  that  of  Samuel;  We  only 
wifli  to  render  them  equally  fearful  of  retaining  ought  in 
their  hand.  For  what  is  it,  but  to  treafure  up  evil, 
which  may  perhaps  affecSl  their  poflerity  as  well  as  them- 
felves,  their  children,  their  children's  children,  in  a 
lamentable  manner  ?  Bifhop  Prideaux  exprefled  to  his 
family  a  particular  fatisfadion,  that  amidft  all  his  mis- 
fortunes he  could  leave  them  pious  poverty  and  a  good 
example  \  infinuating  of  courfe,  that  it  "would  be  their 
own  fault,  if  the  blelTing  of  heaven  did  not  attend  them- 
Need  we  to  obfeiVe,  that  fuch  a  bequeft,  invaluable  as 
it  is,  may  be  expeded  from  all,  even  the  meaneft  in- 
dividual ?  From  the  meaneft  individual  it  may  become 
the  foundation  of  every  thing,  that  is  either  truly 
great  or  truly  good  here,  as  well  as  hejrtafter. 

M  We 
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We  mufl  not  omit  to  refer  the  reader  like- 
wife  to  Dr.  Delaney*s  Sermon  on  Avarice, 
from  which  we  fliall  tranfcribe  a  few  very 
jufl  as  well  as  ftriking  obfervations,  relative 
to  the  fubjed:  in  general.  Such  extracts 
from  writers  of  the  firft  clafs  and  unpreju- 
diced as  they  neceffarily  muft  be,  will 
perhaps  in  fome  inftances  at  leaft  have  a 
much  happier  effed:,  than  if  they  had  been 
drawn  up  to  ferve  only  a  particular  pur- 
pofe.  How  far  they  may  be  applicable  to 
individuals,  every  individual  mufl  judge  for 
himfelf. 


**  He,  that  withholds  his  bounty  or  be* 
neficence  from  me,  is  unjuft  to  his  maker 
and  cruel  to  his  own  foul,  as  well  as  ta 
me  j  and  he  that  withholds  my  jufl  right 
from  me,  or  opprefleth  me  in  the  purfuit 
of  it,  is  a  villain  and  a  robber,  is  in  the 
eye  of  God  and  juftice  a  much  viler 
wretch  than  the  robber  upon  the  high- 
way.— He  robs  in  the  fpirit  of  cabn  cru- 
elty, from  the  fulnefs  of  pride  and  the  in^ 
jolence  of  power, — Want  and  necefli ty 
carry  their  excufe  with  them,  and  there- 
fore the  poor  robber  is  to  be  pitied,  even 
when  he  is  punilhed,  but  the  rich  robber 

**  is 
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it 


is  altogether  inexcufable^  is  utterly  detejl^ 
able, — And  however  their  power  and  their 
numbers  may  prote(5l  them  in  this  world, 
(for  God  knows,  tliey  are  but  too  nume- 
rous) the  time  will  come,  when  they  will 
be  the  fcorn  and  deriHon  of  men  and  angels, 
•*  when  even  thofe,  whom  they  now  opprefs, 
**  will  have  but  too  much  reafon  to  pity 
them,  when  everlafling  mifery  in  another 
world  fhall  be  the  reward  of  their  cruelty 
and  iniquity  in  this." 


<( 


(< 


SECTION  XI. 

In  page  113,   after  beyond  f?ieafure,  add, 

BUT  there  is  flill  another  charge,  to 
which  the  writer  muft  reply. — He  could,  it 
feems,  have  no  right  to  interfere,  and  there- 
fore, of  courfe,  hath  adted  the  part  of  a  bufy^ 
body  at  leaji, — What  obligations  he  might 
in  any  refpe(ft  be  under  to  the  community 

at  large  or  as  a  citizen  of in  particular, 

it  is  needlefs  to  inquire ;  Homofum  et  humani 
nihil  a  me  alienum  puto,  muft  alone  in  a  cafe, 
like  this,  be  a  fufficient  apology. — To  of- 

M  2  fer 
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fer  any  other  were  an  indignity  'ta  huniart 
nature  itfelf.  And  ftt  that,  we  fee,  was 
noihing  more  than  pagan  virtue.  The  full 
extent  of  our  duty  upon  fuch  an  occafion, 
we  fliould  learn  from  Lacflantius,  that  line 
teacher,     as    well    as     example     of    true 

religion. S/    vita    eji    optanda^    nullam 

aliam  ob  caufam  vivere  opfaverim^  quafif 
iit  aliqiad  ejfficidm^  quod  vita  di^num  Jit, 
et  quod  utilitatem  legentibus  etfi  non  ad 
eloquent i am,  quia  tenuts  in  nobis  j<icun- 
dice  rivus  eft,  ad  vivendu?n  tamen  afferat^ 
quod  ejl  maxime  neccjfariiun. — ^lo  perfeBo 
fatis  me  vixijfe  arbitrabor  et  oJiciu?7i  hominis 
implejfc^  Ji  labor  meus  aliquos  homines  ab  er- 
roribus  Uberatos  ad  iter  ccelejie  direxerit, — 
La(5tan.  de  Opificio  Dei,  p.  496.  This  is 
the  juft,  the  real  Chriflian  eftimate  of  life^ 
and  how  bufy  muft  they  be,  who  ad:  ac- 
cording to  it,  in  a  place  efpecially,  where 
fuch  havock  is  made  of  charitable  funds  ! 

But  whatever  oflPence  the  writer  may  have 
given  in  this  or  any  other  refped:,  his  anta- 
gonists,  he  prefumes,  will,  at  leafl,  allow 
him  to  be  a  generous  adverfary.  For  the 
more  prefumptuous  they  are,  the  more  likely 
Ihall  he  be  to  fucceed  in  his  great,  his  principal 

object  > 
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objet^  J  the  more  likely  to  become  the  happy 
inilrument  perhaps  infome  degree,  of  a  general 
reform  of  all  our  charities,  and  confequently  of 
theirs.  Yet  ftill  being  determined  to  do  as  little 
mifchief  as  poflible,  to  individuals  efpecially, 
he  returns  good  for  evil,  and  omits  no  oppor- 
tunity* of  reminding  them  at  leaft  of  their 
danger.  Happy  would  it  have  been  for 
himfelf  as   well  as  them,   if  his  more  early 

*  This  fupplement  was  drawn  up  fooner  than  it 
would  otherwife  have  been,  in  confequence  of  Mr. 
P— t's  notice,  that  he  (hould  move  the  houfe  in  behalf 
of  the  labouring  poor.— Upon  fuch  an  occafion  it  be- 
came neceflary  on  feveral  accounts  to  repeat  our  attempt 
even  in  terms  ftill  more  urgent  and  without  the  leail  de- 
lay. A  reform  of  the  charities  cannot  be  far  diftant ; 
nor  will  our  antagonifts  perhaps  in  this  particular 
inftance  be  the  only  fufFerers  from  it.  The  matter  then 
before  us  is  of  the  mofl:  ferious  nature,  and  demands  even 
immediate  attention  from  others,  as  well  as  them. — It 
is  not  the  charity  of  a  day,  but  a  charity  of  the  firft  im- 
portance in  many  refpeds,  great  at  prefent,  bound- 
lefs  in  expedlation,  and,  if  properly  applied,  might 
foon  become  the  glory  of  our  city,  the  perpetual 
fource  of  comfort  to  numbers  of  its  more  unfor- 
tunate inhabit atits,  and  a  monument,  a  monument  of 
the  nobleft  kind,  to  their  truly  good  and  pious 
founder  from  generation  to  generation.  It  is,  in  Ihort, 
fuch  a  one,  as  neither  we  nor  our  pofterity  can  even 
hope  for  from  any  other  quarter.  See  our  Appendix, 
^c.   See  alfo  the  note,  p.  19. 
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ana  private  remonflrances  had  been  attended 
with  their  proper  effccft. — For  in  that  cafe, 
it  muft  be  granted,  there  could  have  been  no 
foundation  for  any  grievance  whatfoever. 
As  it  is,  there  are  two  evils,  both  of  which 
cannot  be  avoided,  and  of  the  two  a  volun- 
tary reform,  great  as  it  may  feem,  is  evidently 
the  leaf!:.  The  inference,  we  prefume,  is 
as  evident.  But  under  any  fuppofition, 
whofo  is  wife,  thofe  that  know,  in  Ihort,  arid 
attend  at  all  to  their  own  real  intereft,  will 
no  longer  trifle  with  God  as  well  as  man. 
A  voluntary,  ingenuous,  immediate  reform  is 
the  only  one,  that  can  be  acceptable  to  him ; 
and  without  it  where  is  their  humanity,  where 
their  religion,  where  their  hopes  &c.  &c.  \ 

**  Impendent, ^^  as  it  hath  been  already  ob-^ 
ferved  in  the  title-page,  ''^  fataies  pcena 
**  gcneri  humano^  quas  ut  Deus  mitiget^ 
*'  or  emus  j  Clamemus  ad  Deum,  ut  propheta, 
•*  cumirafceris^  D^us,  recordare  mifericordidc 
**  tuce.^'  There  never  was  a  time,  in  which 
this  pious  exhortation  could  have  been  more 
feafonably  urged,  than  at  theprcfent  alarming 
crifis.  Delenda  cjl  Carthago,  The  writer 
therefore  is  anxious  beyond  meafure  to  fup- 
prefs  every  evil  of  this  fort.    For  as  long  as 
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\ve  perfevere  in  an  acknowledged  violation  of 
the  great  moral  duties,  and  offend  not  only 
as  individuals  but  colle6iively^  how  can  we 
hope,  how  prefume-to  implore  for  divine 
mercy  !  But  that  is  required  from  us ;  and 
it  would  be  unpardonable  indeed  not  to 
acknowledge  the  particular  attention  of  our 
county-magiftrates,  in  preparing  the  public 
mind  for  it  to  the  utmofl  of  their  power. 
Such  conduB  it  is,  which  renders  them 
worthy  of  double  honour^  and  cannot  fail  of 
having  a  proper  effedt  in  every  view,   efpe- 

cially .    Then  Ihall  we  all,  the  people  as 

wellas  magifl:rates,y^^/"  God  zx\^  honour  the 
King,  and  having  put  on  the  whole  armour 
of  righteoufnefs ,  be  ready  to  meet  the  enemy 
in  the  gate,  and  fay  with  confidence,  the 
Lord,  the  Lord  himfelf  is  on  our  fide  ^  we  will 
not  fear  what  man  can  do  unto  us.  Other 
expedients,  in  fliort,  we  may  have  reccurfe 
to,  but  this  and  this  alone,  as  it  hath  been 
el fe where  obferved,  can  render  them  fuc- 
cefsfuL 

We  muft  ft  ill  add,   that  thofe,  who  have 

read  the  Plain  Reafons,  cannot  fufped:  us  of 

the  leafl  wilful  exaggeration  in  either  of  our 

performances.  The  parties  themfelves  have,  to 

M  4  the 
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the  ailonifliment  of  every  one,  by  their  printed 
hand-bills,  their  non-compliance  with  them, 
their  long  and  objlinate  perfeverance  in  it,  ren- 
dered any  thing  of  that  fort  altogether  neecilefs, 
and  in  fad:  prefented  to  the  world  a  cafe  ajio^ 
nijhing  even  beyond  example,  a  phcenomenon  of 
&c,  &c.  Had  the  writer  been  actuated  by  a 
defire  to  exaggerate  rather  than  fupprefs,  many 
of  the  preceding  fadls  would  by  no  means 
have  been  omitted  in  the  Appendix.  And 
he  refrains  even  upon  this  occafion  from  a 
detail  of  particulars  in  a  very  aggravating 
part  of  the  bufinefs,  the  violation  of  not  ^ 
few  private  engagemeiits  in  a  manner  ^c,  6cc, 


POSTSCRIPT, 

WE  have  jiift  had  the  fatisfa(5lion  to 
meet  with  a,  paragraph  in  Mr.  Erfkine*s 
**  View"^  &c.  publiflied  but  a  few  wcek^ 
ago,  which  adds  the  greateft  weight  not 
only  to  our  principal  defign,  but  to  fome 
obfervations  likewife,  that  it  was  found  necef^ 
fary  to  make  in  the  purfuit  jof  it.  Speaking 
of  our  uMioTicildefderata,  he  in  effect  ardently 
cxprefTeth  his  wilhcs,  **  that  a  fund  might 
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'*  be  formed  to  bring  juilice  within  tlic 
**  reach  and  to  the  very  doors  of  the  poor, 
*'  and  by  a  large  public  revenue  at  the 
•'  command  of  the  magi ftracy,  to  ward  oflF 
'*  the  miferies,  the  retiec^ion  of  which, 
*'  imder  the  beft  fy flem  of  laws  in  the  world, 
*'  and  under  their  pureftadminidration,  have 
**  wrung  with  frequeni:  forrow  the  heart  of 
'*   the  writer/'     P.  66-7. 

Something  therefore  of  this  kind  we  may 
reafonably  begin  to  hope  for-^A  fuggeftioii 
fo  contrary  to  profeffional  intereft,  fo  hu- 
mane in  itfelf,  and  fo  earneftly  recommended 
by  a  perfon  of  his  fuperior  abilities,  his  ex- 
perience and  character,  though  not  without 
fome  political  difad vantages,  cannot  but  be 
properly  attended  to  in  due  time.  Nothing  in 
fad:  would  be  even  of  greater  ufc  in  a  moral 
view.  Had  there  been  fuch  an  inftitution  forty 
years  ago,  we  fliould  never  have  experienced 
the  evils  complained  of  in  the  inftance  before 
us.  It  would  doubtlefs  have  operated  in  ter^ 
rorem,  great  as  the  temptation  might  be. 
Even  at  prefent,  fuggefled  only  as  it  is,  and 
fupported,  of  courfe,  as  it  will  be,  by  the 
xnighty  Jove  himfelf,  the  very  -pprehenfion 
pf  fuch  a  fcheme  mufl,  we  doubt  net,  pro- 
4  duce 


(      43      ) 

diice  wonderful  effecfts.  It  is,  to  all  intents 
and  purpofes,  the  expedient  recommended 
in  Flain  Reafons  &c.  by  way  of  procuring 
a  prefent,  temporary  relief  for  the  poor 
under  their  late  diftrefs. 

But  though,  as  this  gentleman  obferves, 
we  have  the  happinefs  to  live  under  the  beil 
fyfl:em  of  laws  in  the  world  and  under  their 
purefl:  adminiftration,  yet  in  that  fyftem 
there  are  ftill  many  obvious,  efTential  defed:s 
befide  thofe  inveterate  ones,  which  we  have 
had  occafion  to  point  out. — Many  fuch  de- 
feds  have,  alas !  been  jufl  fubmitted  to  the 
confideration  of  the  public.  See  a  Treat ife 
on  the  Police  of  the  Metropolis.  ,r  The  writer 
of  that  very  interefting  performance,  having 
expatiated  upon  them,  and  unveiled  at  the 
fame  time  an  immenfe,  complicated  fcene  of 
■wretchednejs  and  depravity,  fuch  as  we 
could  not  otherwife  have  conceived,  im- 
putes it  chiefly  to  a  ix'^^z/  alone  of  pre- 
caution^  that  true  cffoice  of  police,  or^ 
in  other  words,  to  the  very  imperfcB  fiate 
of  our  penal  laws.  "  The  depredations 
**  committed  there  will,"  he  fays  in  his 
concluding  page,  **  ceafe  to  be  a  matter  of 
'•  aflonilhment,  when  compared  with  the 

*•  vafl 
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*  vaft   property,  that  is  conftantly  afloat; 

*  and  the  evils  perhaps   are  not  to  be  im- 

*  puted  fo  much  to  the  increafed  or  general 

*  depravity  of  the  human  characfter,  as  to  the 

*  deficiency  of  tJje  laws,  in  not  advancing 

*  progrcffively  in  the  means  of  prevention, 

*  in  proportion  to  the  introdutiion  of  luxury 

*  and    the   additional    temptations,    which 

*  the  influx  of  weahh  and  the  intercourfe 

*  of  commerce  occafion  in  every  country/** 
And  he  feehngly,  as  well  as  moil  judicioufly 
adds;  **  Let  it  never  be  forgotten,  that 
**  thofe,  who  have  been  exhibited  in  this 
"  treatife,  as  the  moji  deformed  part  of  the 
**  human  fpccies,  lioere  once  innocent^  and 
*'  ma?2y  of  them  at  leaf  became  vi5ii?ns  to 
**  the  defciency^  which  has  been  fliewn  to 

*  Every  page  of  this  truly  alarming  performance 
recalled  to  our  mind  Bifhop  Berkeley's  beautiful  dc- 
fcription  cf  the  ifland  of  Inarime  or  Ifchia  in  the  hay 
of  Naples,  where  amongfl  other  things  he  obferves, 
'*  The  inhabitants  of  that  delicious  fpot,  as  they  are 
**  without  riches  and  honours,  fo  are  they  without  the 
**  vices  and  follies,  which  attend  them  ;  and  were  they 
**  but  as  much  ftjrangers  to  revenge  as  to  avarice  and 
"  ambition,  they  would  in  fa6l  anfwer  the  poetical 
'*  notions  of  the  golden  age."  But  an  alloy  to  human 
happinefs  there  ever  was,  there  ever  will  be.  See  his 
piuch-admired  Letter  to  Mr.  Pope. 

**  pervade 
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*'  pervade  the  fyftem  with  refped:  to  the 
**  prevention  of  crimes;  recommending 
* '  flrongly  an  early  adoption  of  proper  mea- 
*'  fures,  that  while  thofe^  who  are  innorcenty 
**  but  ready  to  rujh  into  the  fame  gulf  of 
**  viifery  and  crimes,  are  arrefted  in  their 
**  progrefs  and  faved  to  the  community  ; 
**  the  more  depraved,  who  are  already  com- 
*'  pletely  abandoned  to  criminality,  may  be 
**  difpofed  of  in  fiich  a  manner,  as  to  guard 
**  the  public  againfl:  their  reiterated  aBs  of 
^•^  fraud,  violence,  and  depredation!" — ■ 
Thefe,  and  thefe  alone,  as  the  reader  may  fee 
in  our  advertifement  to  Flain  Reafons,  were 
exprefsly  the  two  principal  objed:s,  which 
induced  us  at  firfi:  to  enter  upon  this  ^moft 
arduous  undertaking,  and  in  both  furely  we 
fhall  not  be  difappointed.  He,  who  after 
fuch  a  plain  remonflrance  can  partake,  as 
ufual,  mufl  have  little  of  human  nature  but 
its  form,  mull  in  reality  be  fit  for 

"  Treafons,  Jiratagemsj  and  ffolls.^ 

Nor  will  thofe,  we  fhould  imagine,  who 
refund  not,  be  ever  diflinguiflied  amongfl 
the  more  amiable,  the  more  upright  part  of 
their  fellow -citizens. 


But 
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But  whilfl:  **  this  great,  benevolent,  and 
**  enlightened  nation,"  as  Mr.  Erilvine  ob-^ 
fcrvds,  "  is  advancing  in  its  glorious  career 
'*  of  humanizing  the  world,  and  fpreading 
**  the  hghts  of  the  gofpel  to  the  uttermofl 
"  corners  of  the  earth,'*  that  other  great  and 
truly  noble  purpofe,  for  which  he  hopes  to  fee 
flich  a  fund  eflabiifhed ;  fliould  we  not  contend 
like  wife  earnejlly  in  the  fupport  of  its  credit, 
its  influence  at  home,  and  humanize  thofeat 
ieaft,  who  feem  to  want  it  in  no  fmall  degree? 
This  might  be  done,  juftice  might,  in  the  ar- 
ticle of  our  charities,  their  principal  concern, 
be  brought  to  the  doors  of  the  poor  without 
any  fuch  fund**  The  fiat-f-  only  of  fome  in-- 

dividual^ 

*  See  the  Appendix. 

"I*  Upon  fuch  an  occafion  we  cannot  but  avail  our- 
fclves  of  the  following  reflexions  from  a  truly  inef* 
titnable  writer  : 

"  With  what  cafe  might  a  fagacious  legiflator  pre- 
**  vent  the  greateft  part  of  fraudulent  bankruptcies, 
<'  and  remedy  the  misfortunes,  that  befall  the  honeft 
**  and  induftrious  !  A  public  regifter  of  all  contradts 
**  with  the  liberty  of  confulting  it  allowed  to  every 
*'  citizen  ,  a  public  fund  formed  by  a  contribution  of 
*•  the  opulent  merchants  for  the  timely  affiftance  of  un- 
*<  fortunate  induftry  ,  were  eftablifhments,  that  could 
"  produce  no  real    'mcon-venlences   and  many   advantages. 

•*  JBut 
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dividuals  would,  we  apprehend,  be  fufficicnt 
to  remove  every  cbllruc^lion  ;  would,  in 
fa6t,  corre(5l  a  grievance  of  all  others  the 
moil  offeniive,  the  moll:  inconlillent  with 
the  ch^radcr  of  a  g^cat,  a  benevolent^  an 
enlightened  nation.  But  fuch  as  the  writer 
can  only  found  the  alarm.  This  is  by  no 
means  the  age  of  principle,  if  of  reafon.* 
His  lot  is  fevere  indeed.  Whenever  he 
refumes  the  fubjc(!^.t   of  a  general  reform  of 

*'  But  unhappily,  the  mofl  fimple,  the  eafieil,  yet  the 
**  wife  ft  laws,  that  wait  only  for  ihc  nod  of  the  legijlator^ 
**  to  difFufe  through  nations  wealth,  powei,  and  feli- 
*<  city,  laws,  which  would  be  regarded  by  future  ge- 
**  nerarions  with  eternal  gratitude,  are  either  unl^nown 
*'  or  rejefled.  A  reftlefs  and  trilling  fpirit,  the  timi4 
"  prudence  of  the  prefent  moment,  a  diihuft  and  aver- 
*'  fion  to  the  rnoft  ufeful  novelties,  poflefsihe  minds  of 
^'  thofe,  •i^'ho  are  empowered  to  regulate  the  adions  of 
*'  mankind." — The  Marnuis  Bcccaria  s  Efj'ay  on  Crimes 
and  PiDv foments^  p.  146,   2d  edit. 

As  tliat  performance  is  one  of  ihofe  very  few  efforts 
of  the  human  mind, which  will  always  be  admired,  it 
is  a  pity,  fuch  excellence  fnould  be  obfcured  by  any  ble- 
mifli.  The  trandation  therefore,  v/e  hope,  whenever 
it  is  reprinted,  will  in.  fome  refpe£ls  be  improved  ; 
will,  at  leaii,  be  free  from  all  errors  of  the  fame  nature 
with  that  in  the  pafTage  before  us. 

*  They  feem  to  be  divorced  h  la  mo/le^ 

J  -  pur 
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our  charities,  he  fancies  himfeif  at  ieaft 
in  the  fame  dreadful  Situation  with  St,  Paul 
at  Ephefus,  and  yet  defpairs  not.  But 
liipiild  he  even  be  reduced  to  the  fad  n^cel-,, 
iity  of  crying  put  with  him.  What  advan* 
tagcth  it  me^  if  I  have  fought  ^c,  ^c* 
Should  th4t  be  the  refult  of  all,  it  js  iliU  an 
cflcntial  part  of  the  chriftian  warfare;  it  is 
Alii  not  lefs  his  duty,  as  a  man,  a  citizen, 
and  a  chriltian.  Great  then  will  be  the 
comfort  of  having  difcharged  it  to  the  ut- 
inoft  of  his  power,  without  tempotizijig^ 
•without  guile t  ^c.  &c.  He  is  not  even  a 
tnariy  to  ufe  Mr.  Burke*s  exprellions,  v>ho  doth 
not  feel  indignation  and  horror  on  fuch  opca-, 
jions,  He  does  not  defrve  the  name  of  a 
freeman,  who  will  not  exfrefs  them.  See 
his  Refiedipns,  p,  171. 

May  it  not  be  faid,  in  language  of  the 
moil  facred  and  alarming  nature,  he  that  is 
not  with  us,  is  againji  us^ 

*  Whitby  and  the  reft  of  our  commentators  agr^, 
that  they  were  metaphorical  b — ts,  "with  which  he 
fought ;  and  fuch,  even  non-defcripts,  multiply  amongft 
us  at  a  ftrange.  rate  in  the  country,  as  well  as  metro- 
polis. But  the  legiflature,  we  hope,  will  foon  tak« 
proper  meafure^  to  cleanfe  the  Augxan  liable. 

FINIS. 


A  free  Tranjlation  of  the  Latin  and  French 
Rotations  in  the  occafional  Supplement  for 
the  ufe  of  our  Antagonifis. 


'^-^r*— 


TITLE-PAGE. 


1.  Ad  ilia  &c. 

jf  A/"  Livy's  preface  to  the  Roman  hijlory  the  reader  is  de~ 
Jired  to  be  particularly  attentive  to  the  account  he  gives 
of  their  life,  their  manners,  their  policy  in  every  refpeSl, 
the  men,  to  whom  that  empire  was  indebted  for  it's  foun- 
dation and  advancetnent :  then  carefully  to  obferve'^how, 
upon  a  gradual  relaxation  of  difcipline,  thofc  manners  be- 
came feeble  or  unenterprizing  at  firjl,  in  time  more  and 
more  degenerate ;  till  at  lajl  we  funk,  he  fays,  precipi- 
tately info  our  prefent  ftatc,  the  vices  of  which  we  can 
by  no  means  bear,  nor  even  their  remedies. — Liv.  Pref. 

2.   Impendent  &c. 

Punifhments  of  the  mojlfdal  kind  hang  over  the  hu- 
man race,  for  the  mitigation  of  which  let  us  implore  the 
great  Sovereign  of  the  Univerfe  :  Let  us  cry  aloud,  as 
the  prophet  did,  in  the  midfl  of  wrath,  O  God,  re- 
member mercy. — Melandlhon. 

PACE 
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>AGE    5, 
5.    Exit  &C. 

Sucb  a  difpofitio7i  or  ratb:r  babit  of  mind  terminates 
in  a  certain  hardend,  ungovernable  ferocity,  and  totally 
dejtroys    or  cxtinguijjjetb  every  humane  qffeSiion, — Taeit  t 

PAGE    9. 

4.  Sumo  &c. 

He  plumes  bimfcif  uponfuch  deferts.-^Hor : 

PAGE    25. 

5.  Les  Spirituels  &c. 

Luxury  is  a  vice,  wbicb  moralijls  have  ever  been  par- 
ticularly  anxious  to  correct,  as  the  fource  of  almojl  all 
otbers.  The  Svcrulic  pbilofopbers  were  great  advocates 
for  moderation  ;  infomucb  that  Plato  thought,  it  would 
be  ridiculous  to  attempt  a  reform  of  maimers  in  Sicily,  as 
long  as  it's  inhabitants  indulg'd  tbemfelves  with  two  fub^ 
Jlantial  meals  every  day :  nor  cou'd  Pythagoras,  it  isfup- 
pofed,  have  any  other  view  in  his  fcheme  of  abjlinence, 
but  to  render  menjuft  and  difinterefled  by  accuflom- 
ing  them  to  live  upon  a  little. — Abbe  Fleury's  manners 
of  the  Ifraelites. 

PAGE    25. 

6.  Hae  nugae  &c. 

Such  trifles  arc  produSlive  offerious  confequences, 

PAGE    35. 

7.  Homo  &c. 

I  am  a  man,  and  as  fuch  think,  that  no  a6t  of  huma" 

nity  can  be  at  all  improper  or  unbecoming, — Ter: 

PAGB 
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PAGE    36. 

8.  Si  vita  &c. 

If  life  be  defirable  to  a  wife  man,  truly  I  cou'd  wifl)  to 
live  for  no  other  end,  but  to  do  fomething  worthy  of  life, 
fomething,  that  may  enable  the  reader  not  to  be  more 
learned  and  eloquent,  for  thofc  are  advantages,  to  which 
J  have  liitle  or  no  prctenfions  myfelf  but  to  be  a  good  man, 
the  chief  thing  of  all. — And  if  I  can  accomplifl)  this,  if 
by  any  labours  of  mine  fome  few  only  may  be  convinced  of 
their  error,  and  diredted  into  the  road  to  heaven,  I  Jhall 
have  difcharg'd  my  duty,  and  not  liv'din  vain. — Ladtantius, 

PAGE   33. 

9.  The  old  Roman  menace,  Delenda  eft  Carthago, 

Carthage  is  to  be  dcjlroyed  and  not  a  vejtigc  of  her  left. 
So  it  is  to  be  wilb  jts, 

PAGE    40. 

10.  J>*^j:'erata,  things  much  wunttd. 


This  fupplement  fjjou' d  have  made  it's  appearance  before 
the  late  general  fajl,  but  from  private  reafons,  as  well  as 
the  diJlraBed  fiate  of  our  great  national  concerns,  it  was 
thought  proper  to  fufpend  it's  publication. ^-It  won' d  jlill 
have  been  fufpended,  had  not  circiimflances  of 'the  mojl 
urgent^  local  nature  call'd  for  it  without  any  further  delay. 


AN 

OCCASIONAL  ADDRESS 

for  the  mojl  ferloiis  confideration  of  the  truf- 
tees  to  Mr.  Owen  Joneses  charity,  paji,  pre- 
fent  and  future,  thofe  efpecially,  who  are  en^ 
gaged  in  the  very  important  enquiry  into  our 
city-finances,  ^c,  ^c. 


JrJLoW  far  we  have  a6le<i  a  becoming  part,  you  will 
now  be  enabled  to  judge  from  the  following  fketch  of 
a  fociety,  inflituted  but  a  few  months  ago  under  the 
patrona^  even  of  thfe  king  himfelf.  A  Society  for  Bat- 
tering tire  condition  and  increajing  the  comforts  of  the 
poor.  That  is  the  profefs'd,  the  primary  objeft ;  but 
we  muft  at  the  fame  time  obferve,  it  will  in  various 
refpefts  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  community  in 
^neral :  *  The  fociety  confifts  of  ladies  as  well  as  gen- 
tlemen, and  their  firft  report  either  hath  been,  or  will 
be  lent  to  all  the  refident  clergy,  "  in  the  hope,  as  t}>ey 
tbemf elves  fay  y  that  if  there  is  any  faB,  or  information^ 
that  may  be  ufcfd  in  promoting  the  objects  of  the  fociety  f 
tbey  will  befo  kind  as  to  communicate  it," 

A  TilElR 

•  See  the  report  Uf«If: 
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Their  general  committee  exhibits  a  mod  brilliant 
conftellation,  Lord  Wincheifea,  Lord  Carrington,  Mr. 
Wilberforce,  &c.  &c.  &c.  and  the  Bifnop  of  Durham, 
who  hath  long  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  the  moft  adtive 
benevolence,  is  their  prefident. 

Thkir  preliminary  addrefs  begins  thus—"  The  in- 
"  terefls  of  the  poorer  clafles  of  fociety  are  fo  inter- 
*'  woven  with  thofe  of  every  part  of  the  community, 
"  that  there  is  no  fubjeft  more  deferving  of  general  at- 
"  tention,  nor  any  knowledge  more  entitl'd  to  the 
"  exalted  name  of  fcience,  than  that,  in  which  their 
"  well-being  is  concern'd ;  than  that,  the  tendency  of 
*'  which  is  to  carry  domeilic  comfort  into  the  recefles 
*'  of  every  cottage,  and  to  add  to  the  virtue  and  mo- 
*'  rality  of  a  nation  by  increafing  it's  happinefs.  The 
*'  noblefl  and  moil  elevated  employments  of  the  hii- 
"  man  mind  lofe  their  importance,  when  plac'd  in  com- 
*'  petition  with  refearches,  on  which  the  welfare  and 
"  good  conduft  of  millions  may  depend ;  and  ther  rp- 
"  fult  whereof  may  add  as  much  to  national  profpe- 
"  rity,  as  to  individual    benefit, 

"  Let  us  therefore  make  the  enquiry  into  all  that 
"  concerns  the  poor  and  the  promotion  of  their  hap- 
"'  pinefs,  a  fcience — let  us  invelligate  praBically,  and 
*'  upon  Jyjlcm,  it's  nature  and  confequences ;  and  let 
*'  us  unite  in  the  extenfion  and  improvement  of  thpfe 
*'  things,  which  experience  hath  afcertained  to  be 
*'  beneficial  to  the  poor — Let  the  labours  of  the  in- 
"  duflrious,  the  talents  of  the  wife,  the  influence  of 
*J  the  powerful,  and  the  leifure   of  tiie  many,  be  di- 

«  refted 
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"  re6led  to  this  Important  fubje6l,  and  let  us  be  alTured, 
"  that  united  and  patient  indujlry  will  not  fail  offuccefs, 
*'  p.  2.  —  Let  us  fearch  after  what  has  really  aug- 
*'  mented  their  bappinefs  and  virtue — after  what  uje  and 
*'  experience  have  given  their  fandlion  to — an  invefti- 
*'  gdtion  of  fa<5ls  and  exijling  circumjlances — this  has 
"  never  yet  been  fairly  and  fully  made.  p.  3. — Let  us 
"  then  give  effeft  to  that  mafter-fpring  of  a6lion,  that 
"  on  which  equally  depends  the  profperity  of  indivi- 
*'  duals  and  of  empires — The  dejire  implanted  in  the  hu- 
"  man  breajl  of  bettering  it's  condition.  Let  it  be  our 
*'  endeavour  to  give  that  principle  it's  full  efFeft  among 
*'  the  lower  claffes  of  fociety.  Our  duty  to  the  poor  is 
*'  a  perjonal  fervice  enjoin  d  by  the  bigbejl  authority  and 
*'  cannot  be  commuted.  It  is  a  work,  in  which  no  man 
'*  has  a  right  to  be  idle.  Where  is  it,  that  in  fuch  a 
"  world  as  this  the  benevolence  of  Chriflians  can  want 
"  employment  ?  p.  4,  S. 

"  Three  committees  of  correfpondence  have  been 
"  already  formed  for  the  furtherance  of  the  objedls  of 
*'  the  fociety  in  particular  diflri6ls.  App,  p.  2. 

"  All  communications  to  confifl  of  ifl.  a  concife, 

"  corredt  Hate  of  the  fai5l ;  and  2dly.  pradtical  obfer- 

"  vations  and  deductions  arifing  out  of  that  fa6t,  and 

*'  applicable  to  the  particular  obje6t  or  the  poor  gene- 
•'  rally,  p.  4. 

"  Such  are  to  be  fent  to  their  office,  No.  3,  Par- 
*'  liament-ftreet,  where  the  fecretary,  Matthew  Mar- 
*'  tin,  Efq.  (who  is  one  of  the  members  of  the  com- 
"  mittee,  and  afts  without  any  falar^^)  will  be  refident. 

"  p.  6. 

«  Every 
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'i  Every  fubfcriber  to  the  fociety,  is  to  be  fupplied 
"  with  two  copies  of  the  printed  reports,  and  other 
"  printed  papers  of  the  fociety,  for  every  guinea  annu- 
"  ally  fubfcribed  by  him  or  her  to  the  fociety.  p.  4," 

Such  an  inflitution,  ciraimjlanc  d  efpecially  as  things 
are,  cannot  fail  of  meeting  with  all  proper  encourage- 
ment from  the  well-difpofed  of  every  denomination ; 
and  a  general  rpfnrm  of  Our  charities  muftofcourfe 
foon  take  place.*  We  even  hope,  that  it  will  agree- 
ably to  Mr.  Erikine's  wifhes  be  the  means  of  bringing- 
jujlice  to  the  very  t  doors  of  the  poor  in  all  refbeSts.  % 

His  Majefty,  when  he  became  acquainted  with  the 
plan  and  objed,  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  declare  him- 
felf  the  Patron  of  it.  Godfave  the  King.  Such  con- 
defcenfion,  &c.  &c.  calls  for  every  mark  of  gratitude 
from  the  poor  in  particular. 

Who  then,  that  refleds  but  for  a  moment,  -iliall 
prefume  — — 


*  This  feems  to  be  the  leailing  oh]cA  of  fuch  a  fociety  for  pecu- 
liar reaf  ns.— To  the  charities  they  have  a  ftri61;  claim,  and  whatever 
may  be  done  for  them  in  other  refpedls,  the  poor,  we  apprehend,  will 
never  be  content,  as  long  as  they  are  injur'd.— Individuals  too  can 
not  but  efteem  themfelves  difcharg'd  from  any  further  attempts  of 
this  kind.  From  united  and  fat  tent  indujiry  there  can  be  no  doubt  of 
fuccefs;  but  without  them,  if  we  may  juJge  from  thie  cafe  belore  us, 
little  is  to  be  experfted. 

f  This  furcly  wou'd  be  one  way  at  leaft  of  carrying  domejlic  cm' , 
fort  into  the  recejfei  of  the  cottage, 

I  See  the  fupf  lement,  p.  41. 
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5^^  the  appendix  to  Plain  Reafons  <ffc,  pages  38, 
g6,  gy,  106,  107,  with  refped  to  the  Lot- 
gowns, 

We  miifl  not  omit  to  take  this  opportunity  of  ac- 
quainting the  reader,  that  one  of  them  is  now  in  our 
workhoufe,  and  fuch  beyond  a  doubt  will  be  the  fate 
of  many  others.  The  fcantinefs  of  their  income  is 
but  too  evident.  A  defign  of  enlarging  it  was  indeed 
announced  by  the  truflees  themfelves  even  in  the  year 
1786,  and  with  a  circumftancc  of  the  mofl  flattering 
nature.  *  Why  then  hath  it  not  been  done  in  fome 
v.ay  or  other  ?  How  were  the  advanc'd  rents  dif- 
pofed  of  before  that  time,  or  what  becomes  of  them 
now  ?  Surely  an  afylum,  an  afylum  of  the  humbleft 
fort,  wou'd  be  more  plealing  to  the  objedls,  than  a 
wcrkhoufe  at  lead.  Attendants  furely  from  a  work- 
houfe  can  by  no  means  add  to  the  refpeftability  of  our 
b — y  CO — p— te,  which  is,  what  their  benefadbors  for 
hiany  reafons  muft  principally  have  had  in  view.  Ma- 
giftrates,  like  them,  were  always  diflinguifh'd  as  guardi- 
ans of  the  poor,  and  whenever  they  make  their  public  ap- 
pearance, 

*  Lot-gcwns  enlarg'J  in  particular  are  the  expreffions  of  the 
printed  hand-bill.  The  pradicability  therefore  as  well  as  necef- 
iity  of  doing  it  is  in  effed  acknowledg'd.  Why  then  fhoud  they 
not  enjoy  the  full  benefit  of  their  own  foundation  ?  Wliy  fuffer 
alas  !  from  difputes  peculiar  to  another  ?  Is  it  necefTary  upon  fuch 
an  occafion  to  preferve  the  mofl  perfect  confiftency  of  character  ? 
Mufl  they,  that  offend  in  one  point,  offend  even  in  all .'  The  cafe, 
•we  fiiou'd  imagine,  of  Alderman  V/oolridge,  leferr'd  to  in  Plain 
Reafons,  is  alone  fufficient  to  correft  every  propenfity  ot  this  kind. 
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pearance,  the  fword  of  juflice  leads  the  procefliorij  and 
emblems  of  mercy  clofe  it. 

The  truftees  then,  it  is  hop'd,  will  no  longer  dif- 
appoint  the  anxious  wiiaes  of  their  fellow-citizens  in 
this  inflance  alfo,  will  even  from  a  regard  to  decency- 
alone  better  the  condition  and  increafe  the  comforts  of  our 
Lot-gowns  in  particular.  Age,  humanity  and  juflice 
plead  loudly  for  them,  and  there  can  be  no  obftrudlion, 
but  fuch,  as  will  render  the  offence  inexcufable  indeed. 

How  far  our  parnchial  rates  jire  and  might  be  re- 
duc'd  by  a  proper  application  of  fuch  endowmepts, 
the  reader  will  eafily  judge  from  this  cafe  only. 


The  LANDS  In  MINERA,  bequeathed  to  the  fede- 
ral Companies  of  this  City,  by  the  late  Owen 
Jones,  by  his  Will,  dated  Feb.  14,  1G.5R,  contaia 
nearly  58  Statute  Acres,  in  the  following  Holdings  : 

TA.    R.    P. 
HOMAS  ROBERTS, 14     o     i6 

JOHN  ROGERS, 3     2     n 

ELIZABETH  WILLIAMS, 03       9 

JOHN  WILLIAMS, 351       4 

ANTHONY  OLDFIELD, 4025 

57     3     25 


o£.     i.  d. 

Rent  of  the  Lands, 170  o 

The  Intereft  of  the  accumulated  Sum  of  10,260!. 

6s.  at  four  per  Cent.    ■■ 410     8  o 

The  Intereft  of  200I,  fecured  on  the  Toll  of  the 

Bridge  Gate  outwards, 120  o 

439     8  o 


Paid  to  the  Mayor  and  Sheriffs,  as  per  Will,     .    .       500 

To  the  Companies  yearly, 407    10       0 

To  Balance  unaccounted  for  to  the  Companies,     .      26   18       o 

43  9      8        o 

N.B.  The  Intereft  of  250I.  from  Sir  Tliomas  Stanley,   15I. 
per  Year,  lost. 


From  thefe  particulars,  which  were  circulated  by  primed  hand- 
bills, we  may  in  fome  degree  learn,  how  far  the  annual  revenue 
is  capable  of  being  miprov'd  luithout  even  the  leajl  apprehen- 
fions  for  the  principal;  and  that  it  wou'd  be  fo  improv'd,  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  if  it  were  the  property  of  a  truftec.  Whether 
the  two  thoufand  pounds  loft  in  the  canal  with  intereft  for 
more  than  twenty  years  paft  lliou'd  be  added  to  this  account, 
let  the  reader  judge  for  himfclf.  f  We  fhall  only  fay,  that  it 
wou'd  make  a  better  figure  there,  than  balances  unaccoioited 
for,  however  great  or  Jmall.  \  What  may  in  future  arife  either 
from  the  old  mine  §  or  frefli  adventures,  time  alone  muft  dif- 
cover.  But  if  we  are  to  hope  for  thefe  more  extraordinary  blef- 
lings  of  Providence,  let  us  not  abufe  them ;  let  us  ceaje  to  do 
evil  and  learn  to  do  ivell. 

*  How  far  truftees  are  refponfible  for  fuch  a  deficiency  of  intereft 
in  any  cafe,  but  efpecially  where  they  themfelves  may  be  faid  to  have 
the  benefit  of  the  principal,  is  a  matter  perhaps  deferving  of  feme  at- 
tention.—See  pages  37,  8a  of  Plain  Reafons. 

f  See  page  36  of  Plain  Reajons. 
\  Upon  this  occafion  we  can  not  but  be  again  ftruck  with  the  fate 
of  Alderman  Wooliidge  from  the  very  expreflions  themfelves. 
§  See  page  136  of  Ditto. 


A  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  bifliop  of  Durham, 
prefident  of  the  fociety  lately  iiifntuted 
under  the  patronage  of  the  king-,  for  bet- 
lering  the  co?2ditio?i  and  incrcafing  the  com- 
forts of  the  poor. 

MY    LORD, 

JL  HE  fociety  for  hdicring  the  cond'iUon  and  increafing 
the  comforts  of  the  poor,  can  not  but  be  of  infinite  ufe 
in  a  political  as  well   as   moral    view,  and  under  your 
Lordfliip's  direftion   will,  doubtlefs,  anfwer  the  mofl 
fanguine   expectations   of  the   public.      No   effurt,   we 
prefume,  of  any  kind  will  be  wanting,  and  too  much, 
my  Lord,  can    not    be    done.     "    Let   us,   faith   the 
report,    make    the   enquiry  Mo  all,  that   concerns   the 
"  poor  and  the  promotion  of  their  happincfs,  a  fcience. 
*'  The  interefts    of  the  poorer  claffes  of  fociety  are  fo 
"  interwoven   with  thofe  of  every  part   of  the  com- 
"  munity,  that  there  is  no  fubje6t  more  deferving  of 
"  general  attention.     The  noblefl  and  moft  elevated 
**  employments  of  the  human  mind  lo(e  their  iinport- 
"  ance,  when   plac'd  in   competition  with  refearches, 
"  on  which  the  welfare  and  good  conduft  of  millions 
*'  maj'  depend,    and   the   refult  whereof  may   add  as 
*'  much  to  national  profperity,  as  to  individual  benefit. 
**  Our  duty  to  the  poor  is  a  perfonal  fervice  enjoin  d  by 
*'  the  highefl  authority,  and  can  not  he  commuted.     It  is 
*'  a  work,  in  which  no  man  hath  a  right  to  be  idle.— 
*'  Where  is  it,  that  in  fuch  a  world  as  this,  the  bene- 
*'  volence  of  chriftians   can  want  emploj^ment  ?      Let 
"  us  then  unite  in   the  extenfion  and  improvement  of 
*'  thofe  things,  which    experience  hath  afcertain'd  to 
"  be  beneficial  to  them.     Let  tiie  labours  of  the  in- 
"  duflrious,    the   talents  of  the  wife,  the  influence  of 
"  the  powcr/'d  and  the  leifure  of  the  many  be  directed 
*'  to  this  important  fiibjeft,  and  let  us  be  aflured,  that 
"  united  and  patient  indufiry  will  not  fail  of  fuccefs."— 
Thefe,  my  Lord,  are  the  flattering,  the  judicious,  the 
folemn  admonitions  of  your  preliminary  addrefs. 
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May  we  not  then  confider  it  as  a  fociety  form'd  on 
a  general  principle,  and  which  includes  the  different, 
the  peculiar  objedls  of  many  others  ;  every  thing,  in 
fliort,  that  can  better  the  condition  and  increafe  the  cojn- 
forts  of  the  poor.  A  reform,  at  leaf!;,  of  our  charities 
muft  fall  within  their  plan,  or  rather  be  a  leading  cir- 
cumftance  of  it.  For  the  poor,  my  Lord,  however 
benefited  in  other  refpefts,  can  not  be  content,  as  long 
as  they  are  iryiired.  Such  abufes  will  always  furnifli 
them  with  a  juft  foundation  for  complaints  ;  *  whereas 
if  they  were  refornl'd,  it  wou'd  be  the  happieft  pre- 
fage  even  of  better  times,  and  render  any  -bciety  at 
once  truly  i'lufuior.s  The  good  condudl  of  many,  in 
the  language  of  your  addrcfs,  depends  upon  it,  and  the 
rejjilt  will  add  as  much  to  national  profperity,  as  to  indi~ 
vidual  benefit.  We  are  to  love  mercy,  but  upon  no 
occafion  to  forget  juflice.  And  v/here  can  be  the 
hopes  of  future  benefa(5lion?,  if  we  protedl  not  thofe, 
with  which  Providence  hath  blefs'd  us,  but  year  after 
year  fiiffer  them  to  be  violated  in  the  fight  even  of  all 
men  ?  —  Whaifoever  ye  woii'd  that  menjhou'd  do  unto  you, 
even  Jo  do  unto  them,  is  the  fupreme  law  in  fhort,  by 
which  every  rational  being  ought  to  be  govern'd  with- 
out diflin6lion. 

Under  thefe  impreflions  I  fliou'd  have  fent  my  pa- 
pers direftly  to  the  board,  had  they  been  at  all  calcu- 
lated for  it.  But  that  was  by  no  m.eans  the  cafe.  A 
fenfe  therefore  of  duty  obliges  me  to  trouble  your 
Lordfliip  with  them,  and  fliou'd  you  think,  that  they 
are  in  any  way  deferving  of  the  leafl  notice,  it  will 
make  me  happy  beyond  meafure.  This,  my  Lord,  I 
mull  look  upon  as  a  kind  of  dernier  refort,  having  al- 
ready tried,  what  the  mojl  patient  induflry  of  an  obfcure 
individual  can  do  without  the  aid  of  flich  a  fociety ; 
and  if  inch  a  fociety,  all-powerful  as  it  is,  fliou'd  not 
move  on  fb  remarkable  an  occafion,  what  individual 
will  again  enter  the  lifts  .''   what  mull  become  of  all  our 

*  See  the  focicty's  iirft  report,  p.  5. 
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charities  ?  Tiie  manifefl  violation  of  them  is  even  at 
prefent  treated  by  ibme,  as  not  in  the  leaft  criminal  or 
unbecoming.  Take  axvay  the  tablets,  we  arj  obUg'd  to 
■fupport  the  poor,  the  charities  of  courje  belong  to  i4s,  will 
foon  be  a  prevailing  argument.  *  Thofe  facred  me- 
morials will  all  foon  be  deftroyed,  and  the  bounty  of 
our  anceflors  fink  into  oblivion.  Thefe,  my  Lord, 
are  in  reality  dangerous  fymptoms,  nor  can  any  tiling 
but  the  influence  of  the  powerful  correct  tiiem.  What 
alas  !  are  even  the  labours  of  the  induftrious,  the  ta- 
lents of  the  wife,  and  the  leifure  of  the  many  ?  They 
glory,  my  Lord,  in  their Jlmme. 

But  under  any  fuppofition  the  papers,  which  attend 
this,  may  ferve  as  a  Handing  memorial  of  facts,  of  the 
arguments  &c.  and  I  fliou'd  hope,  will  be  a  fufficient 
vindication  of  their  writers  conduft  at  leaft  in  every 
refpeft.  Thefe  are  effential,  thefe  were  profelfedly 
parts  of  his  defign,  when  he  engag'd  in  the  bufinefs. 
He  could  not  therefore  comprefs  them  more.  The  fafts 
alone  or  a  proper  ftatement  of  the  cafe  cou'd  not  well 
be  reduc'd  within  a  fmall  compafs,  efpecially  as  they 
are,  he  apprehends,  the  flrongeft,  the  mofl  unequivo- 
cal plea  in  favour  of  his  attempt  for  a  general  reform 
of  the  charities. 

The  Ihorter  papers  aunex'd  to  the  fupplement  were 
drawn  up  pro  re  nata  fince  its  publication,  and  we 
fliall,  it  is  feared,  be  obliged  to  add  another  of  a  flill 
more  extraordinarj"  nature. 

If  through  the  courfe  of  this  bufinefs  I  have  tranf- 
grefs'd  in  any  refpeft,  I  am  by  no  means  confcious  of 
it  myfelf,  and  fhall  therefore  hope  for  every  indulgence 
from  your  Lordihip.  I  honour  you,  believe  me,  on 
many  accounts,  but  efpecially  as  prefident  of  fo  hu- 
mane, fo  diflinguifh'd  a  fociety  ;  and  am  with  all  due 
deference,  j'our  very  obedient,   humble  fervant, 

W.  MASSEY,  Cl. 

'  This  was  in  fadl  the  fpeech  of  a  certain  member  of  — , 

and  his  diicdlions  have  fince  been  religiouily  obftivcd. 
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p.  S.  Miluike  me  not. — Anxious  as  I  have  long 
been  for  a  general  reform  of  our  charities,  it  is,  I  think, 
by  no  means  a  proper  time  for  fuch  an  undertaking.  * 
]Jiit  there  are  cafes,  my  Lord,  which  admit  not  of  de- 
lay. This  is  one  under  every  view.  Might  it  not 
then,  might  it  not  without  any  impropriety,  be  made 
known  by  fome  means  or  other,  that  the  board  having 
with  concern  receiv'd  a  complaint  of  this  kind,  mufl 
interfere,  if  not  prevented  by  the  prudent  conduft  of 
the  truflees  tliemfelves  for  the  time  being.  Pardon 
me,  m}'^  Lord ;  I  mean  well.  Such  an  infinuation 
from  a  powerful  individual  only  wou'd,  we  prefume, 
put  an  end  to  all  thofe  difputes,  in  vvhich  we  have 
been  fo  long  and  fo  relu6lantly  engag'd.  f  This  per- 
haps makes  us  more  anxious,  than  we  ought  to  be, 
for  fomething  of  that  kind,  fomething  at  leaft,  which, 
according  to  appearances,  may  reafonr.bly  be  expefted 
from  every  principle  of  public,  as  well  as  private  virtue. 

If  you  wifli  to  make  any  enquiries  concerning  me, 
I  muil  refer  you  to  the  bifhop  of  London  or  Lord 
Barrington,  the  former  of  whom  was  particularly 
obliging  in  the  early  part  of  this  contefl  and  refident 
amongfl  us. 

Chester,  Dee  Bank,  Dec.  1797. 

*  At  a  nioie  convenient  juntSlure  is  all,  we  even  filicit  for  in 
Plain  Reafons,  &c.  and  we  are  n^t  yet,  it  is  iinp'J,  altos^ether  in 
the  ftatc,  which  the  Roman  hiilotian  defcribes  p.  2j,oi  the  fup- 
plenicnt. 

f  As  it  is,  inflend  of  dccreafiiig  they  mukiply  upon  us.  The  laft 
year's  revenue,  which  fhou'd  have  been  difpos'd  of,  before  the  year 
expired,  is  ftill,  we  are  told,  a  matter  of  warm  contention.  The  poor 
freemen,  who  have  been  kept  out  of  the  company,  can  no  longer 
fuhmit  to  fuih  treatment,  but  from  the  fevcrity  of  the  times  are  be- 
come clamorous  indeed. — Yet,  my  Lord,  all  they  require,  is  but  to 
partake,  alas  I  with  the  rich.  Nor  arc  we,  fince  the  unfiniflied  en- 
quiry began,  Icfs  alarni'd  in  other  refpefts.  Our  fulpicions  indeed 
fecni  to  have  been  but  too  well  founded.  Regular  in  fhort  and 
vifible  fccurities  are,  what  every  individual  wou'd  require  in  a  cafe 
of  his  own,  and  why  fnould  not  charitable  funds  be  equally  guaran- 
teed ?  Why  Ihou'd  any  patt  of  them  remain  flatu  quo  for  thirty  or 
forty  ytars  \vith('Ut  any  iecurity  at  all  ? 


The  following  obfervatlons,  though  from  a 
motive  of  delicacy  omitted  in  the  printed 
copies,  were,  it  is  prefum'd,  an  eifential 
part  of  the  manufcript  letter  to  the  BiOiop 
of  Durham,  and  infected  there,  in  fubftance 
at  leafl,  after  private  virtue.  They  are  now 
committed  to  the  prefs  for  the  fatisfaclion 
only  of  a  few  friends. 


JL^ORD  Eelgrave  perhaps  is  a  fubfcriber  to  the  fo- 
ciety.  But  if  not,  a  remonftrance  of  any  fort,  either 
from  the  board  or  any  of  it's  members,  might,  we 
fhou'd  fuppofe,  prevail  with  him  to  interfere.  For 
what  is  it,  but  to  a6l  the  part  only  of  a  confcientious 
truflee  in  matters  of  the  verj''  firft  importance  ?  It 
behoves  his  Lordfliip  indeed  to  be  particularly  af- 
Ilduous  on  the  occafion  for  particular  reafons  ;  nor  do 
we  fee,  how  he  cou'd  give  offence  by  it.  Wou'd  he 
not  thus  be  under  a  neccfHty  of  calling  upon  the  truf- 
tees  in  general  to  fulfil  their  quondam  engagements,  to 
pay  a  due  regard  to  his,  as  well  as  their  own  honouri 
to  extricate  themfelves,  if  poflible,  &c.  &c.  ;  and  how 
can  he  be  more  amiably  or  ufefuHy  employ 'd  as  a  friend 
even  to  the  public  at  large,  were  there  no  other  in- 
ducement ?  * 

Such  a  fandion,  in  fact,  cou'd  not  but  be  highly 
plealing  to  his  Lordfhip.  For  if  he  departs  from  the 
uniform  example  of  his  predeceflbrs  without  any  au- 

thorit} 
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thority  of  this  kind,  great  indeed  will  be  the  ofTence ; 
and  depart  froin  it  he  nuift,  of  courfe,  as  one  of  the 
adting  taiftces,  in  his  approaching  mayoralty.  He  raufl 
then  at  leaft/cc,  that  the  bequeft  is  difpofed  of  for  the 
ufe  of  it  s  real  and  proper  objefts,  or  altogether  de- 
cline the  trull.  In  either  cafe  his  Lordfiiip  will  pay 
them  no  great  compliment.  And  he  can  not  be  igno- 
rant, that  whatever  a  man  may  do  by  another,  is  ac- 
cording to  an  univerfal  principle  of  law,  as  well  as 
foro  confcietiti^,  done  by  himfelf.  His  Lorddiip's  con- 
duit will  doubtlefs  be  fcrutinizd  in  every  particular,  and 
it  is  by  no  means  a  time  for  fuch  perfons  to  trifle,  in 
matters  efpeciall,'  of  the  moil  ferious,  publick  nature  * 
Why  fhou'd  he  trifle  ?  Why  facrifice  the  efiential  in- 
terefts  of  the  publick,  of  the  town  in  general,  of  the  poor 
freemen  of  our  companies  in  particular,  the  good  opiniorj 
of  all,  &c.  &c.  to  the  rapacity  of  a  few  individuals ;  of 
individuals,  who  render  themfelves  in  fa.61  unferviceahle 
id  him,  as  well  as  obnoxious  &c.  &c.  ?  A  conte{ledelec-» 
tion  wou'd  at  once  fettle  the  whole  bulinefs,  the  hid- 
den  things  of  darknefs  being  now  brought  to  light. 
But  that  is  a  remedy,  my  Lord,  which  under  it's  pre- 
fent  unfortunate  circumftances,  no  or.e  even  of  the 
leaft  fenfibility  and  difcernment  can  think  of  v.ithout 
horror. 

The  poor  in  fliort,  will  never  be  convinc'd,  that  we 
have  their  interefl  at  heart  and  are  anxious  to  better 
their  condition,  if  upon  occafions  like  thi$,  they  fee, 
they  feel  the  very  reverfe  ;  if  my  Lord,  we  forget  our 
duty,  our  indifpenfabie  duty  as  citizens  in  particular, 
and  endeavour  not  to  refcue  them  by  fome  means  or 
other  from  injuflice,  from  opprefhon,  &c.  &c.     Muft 

not 
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not  the  mtenlion  even  of  the  fociety  itfelf  be  thus  de- 
feated in  it's  general,  it's  more  cfFential  objefts  ?  I  can 
not  forbear  to  add,  that  pufiUanimity  is  too  often  the 
fatal  caufe  of  general  evils,  evils  of  the  very  word 
kind;  and  when  we  are,  by  i'uch  noble,  truly  chriftian- 
iike  exertions,  llriving  to  encreafe  the  comforts  of  the 
poor  in  all  other  refpefts,  how  or  with  what  propriety 
can  we  fuffer  them  to  be  fo  dillrefs'd  in  this.  *  But 
I  hare  done,  and  fliall  now  be  perfe6lly  latisfied,  my 
Lord,  with  having  omitted  no  flep  myfelf,  upon  this 
or  any  other  occafion,  which  was  at  all  likely  to  anfwer 
the  great  ends  propos'd  ;  for  magnis  excidit  aujis  it  mull 
be  faid.  In  (hort  from  experience  itfelf,  from  particu- 
lar inftances,  we  have  prov'd  the  neceffity  of  adopting 
Bifliop  Stillingfleet's  advice  in  a  fimilar  cafe,  who  hath 
juftly  obferv'd,  "  that  fince  the  befl  religion  in  the 
"  world  can  not  keep  fome  men  from  committing  fiich 
"  faults,  it  wou'd  be  wifdom  in  the  government  to 
"  make  fuch  laws,  as  may  reform  fuch  abufes  in  the 
"  mofl  effeftual  manner."  What  government  indeed 
can  fubfifl  without  them  ? 

Elt,  my  Lord,  had  the  fociety  meant  not  to  better 
the  condition  of  the  poor  by  redreffing  grievances  of  tliis 
fort  in  particular,  they  wou'd,  we  flatter  ourfelves, 
have  been  more  explicit.     The  injur'd  poor,  are  furely 

the 

*  During  the  courfe  of  our  attempt  and  from  Mr.  Erfkine's 
profeflional  account  in  particular,  we  have  been  often  led  to  reflc6l 
on  the  ftate,  in  which  the  Roman  flaves  were  before  the  time  of 
Adrian.  They  had  been  always  thought  too  mean  to  enjoy  even 
the  benefit  of  common  juftice,  but  that  Emperor  extended  the  le- 
rity  of  his  laws  to  them  in  every  refpedl.  Such  an  example,  had 
he  done  nothing  more,  was  fufficient  to  render  him  for  ever  dear  to 
mankind.  Shall  not  Chriftian  virtue  even  in  the  mofl  degenerate 
times  fliine  forth  with  e^ual  ^m»m»{  /*  t^r-r-t-  -^ 
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the  greateft,  the  firfl  objciSls  of  our  compaflion,  and 
without  a  due  regard  to  them,  fuch  an  undertaking 
feems  at  lead  prima  facie  to  be  very  imperfedl.  May- 
it  not  alas  !  retard  or  prevent  even  a  feparate  inflitu- 
tion  for  tha.t'|jnrpore,  than  which  nothing  could  be  more 
entitled  to  the  benevolent  affiflance  of  the  publick,  of 
make  a  (Ironger,  a  more  favourable  impreffion,  upon 
the  minds  of  all  the  poor  in  general  ?  Under  a  moral 
view  it  wou'd  evidently  operate  in  different  direftions 
at  the  fame  time  : — Many  of  the  poor,  being  thus  ren- 
der'd  happy,  wou'd  of  courfe  be  lefs  vicious  ;  and  not 
a  few  of  the  rich  &c.  &c. 
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TO  JOHN  BOWDLER,  ESQ^ 

AUTHOR     OF     REFORM     OR    RUIN. 

Chcfier  Dec-Eai-.k  Jiau  i-c,\ 


I 


Sir, 


take  the  liberty  of  troubling  you  with  fome  papers,  wliich 
will  in  no  finall  degree  confirm  your  account  of  the  wretched 
ftate  of  morals  in  this  kingdom,  and  at  the  fame  time  are  a  me- 
lancholy but  flriking  proof,  how  difficult  it  is  to  corredl  them  in 
a  fingle  inflance  only.  Hie  Labor,  Hoc  Opus,  to  an  oblcure  in- 
dividual at  leaf}.  Here  the  conflift  in  fa6l,  here  the  expence 
begins.  You  have  Ibunded  the  alarm  with  a  kind  of  prophetick 
folemnity ;  and  if  by  the  happy  union  of  reafon  and  argument 
with  many  other  advanUiges  a  general  reform  cou  d  be  accom- 
plifli'd ;  what  do  we  want  for  more?  Your  exliortations  will 
alone  aufwer  the  purpofe  :  You  will  preferve  us  from  ruin.  But 
I  freely  confefs,  I  am  one  of  thofe,  Sir,  who  expeft  little,  where 
nuich  is  wanted.  Few,  in  the  language  of  your  poftfcript,  con- 
fider,  wliat  the  reigning  vices  are,  though  they  have  brought  m 
to  the  bruik  of  deflrudion;  and  very  few  indeed  reflesSl  ferioudv, 
how  they  can  anfwer  to  God,  how  they  can  anfwer  to  their 
country,  for  fitting  tamely  by  as  fpeclators,  without  endeavouring 
even  to  reprefs  tliem.  Do  we  not  in  fhort  fefemble  the  Romans, 
who,  according  to  Livy  in  his  preface,  became  fo  degenerate, 
that  they  cou'd  neither  bear  their  vices,  nor  their  remedies.  This, 
you  will  recollecl,  was  the  cafe  alfo  with  the  Athenians  end  in  a 
flill  more  remarkable  degree. ,|^  Vv'ith  them  to  propofe  only  the 
application  of  immenfe  fums,  which  were  annually  fquander'd 
away  in  public  amu&nients,  to  t!ie  more  immediate  exigencies  of 
the  {late  itfelf,  was  by  a  fpecial  law  cooly  and  deliberately  ren- 
dered capital.  To  tliefe  misfortunes  I  mull  add  a  lOther,  which 
is  worfe  than  all  the  rell.  How  apt  are  we  to  apply,  what  is 
'aid  upon  fuch  an  occafion  to  every  one  elfe  but  ourlelves,  and 
ilill  to  go  on  as  ufual  .-*  This,  I  fear,  will  be  too  much  the  caie 
of  Reform  or  Rinn  with  all  it's  excellencies. 

That  I  am  right  in  my  local  coutell,  there  can  be  no  doubt. 
My  antagonills  thenifelves  have  long  llnce  publjckly  acknow- 
ledge it.  And  yet  for  tv/enty  years  pall  (fhange  to  tell)  Mine 
liath  been  little  elfe,  but  the  labour  of  Silyphus.  The  opprefibr 
ceafeth  not  to  opprels,  to  opprefs  even  thofi?,  who  have  in  ot.  er 
refpeds  been  peculiar!}'  unfortunate,  and  they  have  none,  Sir,  to 
help  them.  Where  is  Britifii  honor,  Britifh  wifdom  !  Wh(?r{^ 
ihall  we  find  the  true  amor  patriae,  *  that  uniform,  that  pure,  that 
warm,  a6tive  zeal  for  public  welfare  !  What  cou'd  either  the 
Romans  or  Athenians  Ji;  their  very  worfl  ftate  have  done  more  ?t 

BLf 

*  Omnes  omnium  CiJtitata  patt'm  una  coinpkxa  cji.  Such  accordi.ng  to  Ciccio  is 
rc*^,  fuch  was  ai'.tici'.t  j-arriotifm.     How  (Irangcly  revtrs'd  ! 

f  It  muft  however  be  obkrv'ii,  that  the  Athenians  in  tlioir  purer  da)^  never  fuf- 
Tct'd  (hetrr.  .u  lawsof  |)uhli(k  ju  (lice  to  bt  violated,  'ihcniiftocks  hav!r.J;fou^ethinJi: 
'  ':  gieai  advantage  to  difcovcr,  I'uid,  he  ccii'd  nut  inform  them,  what  it  was  with- 
out 


(  ^  ) 

TAt  I  nieuu  not  to  difcour.ige  you,  nor  will  I  del'pair.  Yoiii 
produftlon,  your  example  have  rekindled  it's  dying  embers,  and 
^vejbull  hope  even  ugainjl  bope.  One  thing  I  am  certain  of,  a 
fironger  vindication  of  my  condacl  in  general  there  cou'd  not  be, 
tlian  Riprm  or  Ruin.  Upon  that  account  I  feel  myfelf  more 
f'articuiarly  indebted  to  you,  and  am,  Sir,  in  the  llriclelt  lenfe 
cf  the  word^  Yours, 

WM.  MASSEY,  Cl. 

P.  S.  I  ardently  wifli,  that  the  abufe  of  oUr  charities  had  been 
fpecified  amongll  the  reigning  vices  in  Reform  or  Ruin,  bi.t  the 
more  flagrant  inftances  of  it  can  not  have  fallen  within  your 
knowledge.  You,  I  am  perfuaded,  wou'd  lofe  no  opportunity 
either  of>  expofing  or  correfting  them.  For  a  general  reform. 
Sir,  is  neither  more  nor  lels,  than  a  reform  of  particulais  ;  and 
fomewhere  we  mufl  begin,  or  have  no  reform  at  all.  Why  not 
with  our  charities,  however  embaraffing  it  may  be  in  fome  re- 
fpfcis,  with  the  grofs  abufes  of  them  at  leafl  ?  What  can  be 
more  inconliftent  with  that  true  fpirit  of  chriftianity,  which  you 
are  fo  anxious^  to  revive,  as  the  only  means  of  pieferving  us  ; 
with  thofe  found  principles,  in  fhort,  and  pure  morals,  without 
which  human  laws  and  human  power  avail  but  little  ?^lt  is  not 
our  own  arm,  w!  ich  mufl  or  can  faveus.  It  is  the  favour  only  and 
protecT:ion  of  chat  Almighty  Sovereign,  who  ruhth  over  all,  ivho 
pulleib  (luvJn  one  nation  and  fetLtb  up  anoibcr.  To  lecure  thefe, 
as  you  juflly  obfcrve,  every  individual,  to  whom  the  executive 
power  of  government  is  in  any  degree  committed,  fhoiid  bend 
the  rvhole  force  of  bis  talents,  and  zvitbout  even  the  Itajl  delay. 
Is  it  not  for  our  offences,  our  enormous  offences,  that  the  wrath 
of  Heaven  difplays  itfelf  in  a  manner  the  moli:  dreadfifl  and  un- 
expected ?  'FUe  whole  bead  is  in  reality  fick,  the  whole  heart 
fain*.  But  v.'hatever  may  be  the  event,  what  our  fate  as  a_^ na- 
tion, it  behoves'us  to  remember,  that,  when  nations  are  no  more, 
Blejfed  will  be  the  merciful,  f.r  Ibcyfljall  obtain  m  rcy  ;  to  remem- 
ber above  all,  that  lie  and  he  only  fljull  have  judgement  without 
mercy,  who  h:i.\\\flse-w'd  no  mercy. 

A  fingle  note  in  anv  future  edition  of  Reform  or  Ruin,  or  a 
fe^v  lines,  exprefTive  onlv  of  your  fentiments  upon  the  occafion, 
might,  it  is  prcfum'd,  fubdue  at  leaR  the  evil  fpirit,  which  pre- 
vails here  In  it's  prefent  flate  indeed  the  moft  gentle  rebuke  from 
one,  fb  highly  and  fo  juftly  dillinguifird,  Vv'ou'd  furely  be  fuf- 
ficient  for  th.e  purpofe;  and  is  it  not  you.r  caufe,  as  well  as  mine  ? 
Without  a  reform  of  our  charities  every  thing,  which  you  have 
?o  happily  fbggefted,  and  which  are  all  effential  to  the  grand  de- 
fign,  will,  in  a  national  view,  be  but  as  founding  hr.fs  or  a  tink- 
ling cymbal.  'I  hat  is  ernincntlv,  Sir,  the  one,  fupreme,  indif- 
pcnfable  point,  without  which  it  were  a  ftrange  folecifm  to  talk 
of  a  general  reform,  or  a  reform  indeed  of  any  kind  whatfoever. 

If 

*nit  deff.itinjT  lii?  purpofe.  The  people  or,«}ti 'J  him  to  comnmn-ca'c  it  to  Aril'- 
tiflcs.  Uv  him  they  were  told,  it  wa-*  ajlva  itat^tinis,  hiir  uujiift.  Tt.c-y  immedi- 
ateiy  re-jrdcd  the  propofal,  chociiii;;  railK-r  to  fiitiiiicc  theit  iiuertU,  than  their 
j/itegrity. 
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If,  iii  lliort,  fuch  offences  are  ilill  to  pafs  without  fue  ieafi  re- 
ferve  orcone6lion,  and  our  m— g--tes  themft-lves  perfevere  in 
them  ;  what  can  it  avail  to  rebuke  vice  boldly,  who  amongfl  the 
clergv,  (and  hy  their  means,  you  Jay,  wc  are  to  be  preferved,  if  at 
iili)  amoiigft  the  inferior  clergy  in  particular,  will  even  think  of, 
who  preliune  to  contend  for  a  general  reform  ?  Ruin  miill  be 
the  confequence,  and  defervedly  too.  Hcl()  then  or  we  perijfj. 
You  have  laid  the  foundation :  Other  foundation  can  no  man  lav. 
But  in  your  own  expre//ons,  what  Jball  we  be  the  better  for  all 
this,  what  end  Vvill  it  anfwer.  S  we  proceed  not  accordingly,  and 
by  degrees  raife  the  mighty  fiibrick  ?  Yxom  this  inftance  at  leaft 
you  will  in  many  relpeO-ts  be  enabled  to  judge,  how  far  fuch  a  re- 
form is  prafticable,  and  by  what  means  it  wou'd  be  mofl  pru- 
dent to  attempt  either  the  whole  or  any  part  of  it.  One  fic- 
celsful  experiment  from  you.  Sir,  at  leaft,  by  way  of  an  example, 
might  produce  wonders.  To  attack  vices  in  the  abftracl  only 
without  touching  nerfons,  as  Mr  Pope  obferves,  is  fafe  fighting 
indeed,  Imt  it  is  f.gliting  with  Hiadows  :  And  to  reform,  in  the 
prefent  degenerate  ftate  of  fociety,  without  cl'aftifing  is,  I  am 
afraid,  impoflible.  Befides  here  too  we  have  another  misfortune  ; 
that,  which  is  every  man's  bufinefs,  in  matters  efpecially  of  fo 
difagreeable  a  nature,  is  regarded  as  no  one's.  ISun  magna  lo- 
qnimur,  fcdfacimus  was  the  motto  of  that  truly  venprable  bilhop, 
Jeremy  Taylor;  and  forrT^'  I  am,  that  it  fliou'd  ever  be  revers'd 
by  our  more  public  focieties  in  particular.  A  dilplay  of  falfe 
colours,  from  whatever  caufe  it  may  proceed,  or  great  cry  and  little 
xvool  is  in  them  upon  many  accounts  a  fore  evil,  a  broken  reedy 
&c.  In  times  fuch  as  thefe,  what  can  be  worfe  ?  If  amidfl  the 
general  wreck  they  are  indifferent,  well  may  individuals  of  every 
rank  be  fo  too.     Go  on  then  and  profper. 

Lord  Monbocdo  in  the  preflice  to  his  (ketches  fays,  "  that 
even  a  laborious  calling,  which  left  him  not  many  leilure-hours, 
never  banifh'd  from  his  mind,  that  he  lliould  little  deferve  to  be 
of  the  human  fpecies,  were  he  indifferent  to  his  fellow-creatures  ; 
adding,  Homo  fum,  humani  nihil  a  me  alieman  puto."  It  is  upon  this 
principle  and  having  been  long  too  a  pioneer  in  the  fame  fervice, 
that  I  trouble  you  now  without  any  forrrial  apology.  But  why 
apologize  .''  Cou'd  there  be  a  ftronger,  a  more  convincing  proof 
in  favour  of  your  attempt,  than  the  fafts,  with  which  I  have  fur- 
nifh'd  you  ;  or  one,  that  will,  in  flrort,  more  ferioufly  engage 
the  attention  of  every  friend  to  publick,  as  well  as  private  hap- 
pinefs,  of  every  wife,  of  every  good,  ^  every  honeft  man  ? — 
To  you  at  leafl  it  wou'd  be  fufficienf  \o  apply  your  own  words 
and  example  "  I  have  a  right  to  think  and  fpeak  for  myfelf  and 
will  dofo  ;  and  I  call  upon  all  true  Britons  to  hear,  what  I  have 
to  fay,  and  then  judge  for  thetnfelves."  This  is  a  right,  which  I 
myfelf  fliall  not  fcrupTe  to  exertj  efpecially  at  a  time,  wlien  Up- 
form  or  Ruin  is  the  queftion. 

We 


We  take  this  opportunity  of  adding  a  few  remarks,  which  were 
through  accident  omitted  in  Plain  Rcajbns  and  it's  appendixes, 

Fliiin  Renfons  p.  50.  Is  there  a  finglc  inilauce  to  be  found,  where  the 
fame  individual  may  at  the  lame  tunc  be  a  truftee  and  obje6i:  of  the  very 
iame  charity,  or  a  trullee  in  Ihort  for  hin-ifclt  r  C.digula,  we  arc  told, 
when  he  had  built  and  dedicated  to  his  divinity  a  temple,  in  which  his  ftatue 
of  gold  was  placed,  admitted  his  wife  and  las  horfc,  which  he  held  m  ilill 
jiiglicr  efteem,  to  the  honour  of  the  priefthood  ;  and  by  \vay-rf  a  (iniflnng 
ftroke  tq  all  his  abfurduRS,  became,  as  the  hiftorian  obiepvcs,  a  pW'efi  e'vcn 
io.himjetf.  tJut  this,  however  ridiculous,  '(vas  by  \\o  .means^ja  >^.Ufal,  contina- 
cd'fraud  without  any  colour  of  eXcufc,  an  aft  of  oppreifior.  &c.  £:c.  &c. 

•  I^itto  8z.  The  Lord  Keeper  declared,  that  the  Icale  being  made  at  an 
under-value  was  a  breach  of>  tmfi  3.ni  fraud.  If  fti,  what  is  it  to  take  leis 
than  coiT>nion  i,r^tereft  for  a  charitable  endowment?  What  <'^.:c.  &c.  See 
CoUins's  cafe  in  the  Coventry  charities,  p.  205.  Upon  9II  occations  of  that 
fort  and  in  every  rcfoicft,  the. fuU  value  liatii  been  decreed  from  the  piaineft 
jvrrhcipics  of  equ'itv.'  It  was  not  only  fo  there,  but  by  order  of  the  court 
Itveniy-f'jur  neio  t^uflses  *vere  appointed  immediatelv. 

.  -Occanonai  appendix  p.  S.  Idem  'Vtlle,  uc  idem  nolle,  according  to  Cati- 
lii^e,  ca  di'jmim-arii'iciisci,  eft.  Of  this  we  have  frequent  initances.  It  is  the 
regulating  principle  of-  every  foul  confpiracy  ;  but  as  Cicero  ebfervcs,  true 
frie'ndfliip  proceeds  from  a  reciprocal  eftecn;  with  a  virtuous  relemblance  of 
manners  only.  , 

Ditto  15.  But  when  life  itfelf  is  in  immediate  danger,  every  operation 
becomes  neccPfafy. 

CunE]a  prius  tentjrJj,  Jed  imwedicaiile  vulnus 

Enfe  tcc^dcndatn  eft,   ne  pan  Jinctra  trabatur.        O-v,  Met, 

"Ditto  -18.  Neither  of  them  fo  much  as  mention'd  chancery  or  chancery 
proceedings  upon  the  occafion.  The  charity,  they  found,  had  noc  only  been 
irnfapplied  for  the  benefit  of  others,  but  in  a  great  degree  pucketted  by  the 
t-"^ — -t — s  themfelvcs,  in  a  manner  too  &c.  &c. 

Ditto  24.  Commerce  is  indeed  little  elfe  but  the  great  game  of  defar 
or  Nothing.  In  our  prefcnt  luxurious  times,  few  being  content  to  grow  rich 
by  patient  induftry  and  felf-denying  care,  every  branch  of  trade  in  Ihort, 
that  doth  not  elevate  at  once,  fcon  becomes  contemptible,  and  is  chiefly 
abandon'd  to  foreigners,  who  are  either  rot  in  the  fecrct  or  unwilKng  to  in- 
trufl  their  all,  their  o\ya  and  that  of  others,  to  the  uncertainties  of  capricious 
<  hancc.  What  is  this  but  the  true  fpirit  of  gaming  .-  And  what,  in  fatt,  con- 
tributes more  to  render  gaming,  in  the  common  acceptation  of  the  word,  lo 
aftonidihiglv  high  and  fo  univerfal,  as  it  is  r  May  it  not  be  confider'd  as  a 
parr  even  of  the  merchant's  occupation,  and,  with  very  few  exceptions,  the 
whole  i>ic.&ic.  X 

Ditto  zi;.  Depravity  of  manners  renders  even  the  moft  falutary  laws 
inci'fefttial.     Laws  therefore  alone  can  by  no  means  eradicate  fnch  evils. 

Ditto  31.  Two  inllances  there  are,  if  not  more,  in  which  even  the 
founders  themfelvcs  were  obliged  to  end  their  days  in  alras-houfes  of  their 
'uvn  eftabliihment.  Archbidiop  Abbot  after  his  well-known  misfortune  ap- 
}ilied  to  the  King  himfclf  for  leave  to  retire  into  his  own  alms-houfe  at 
CTiiildford,  the  place  of  his  birth.  Amongft  tliat  iniinite  variety  of  peti- 
tions prcfented  to  the  throne,  how  feldom  is  iNIajclly  troubled  with  fuch  a 
one  as  this, and  from  fuch  a  petitioner  cfpeciallyr  EpiUol^jHo — Eliana^p.  123. 
Ditto  32.  How  far  the  fins  of  t\\c  fathers  arc  I'ijited  upon  the  children 
as  poflllTors  of  fomc  thing,  which  their  fathers  left  them  ivith  God's  airfe 
rlcauing  jinto  it,  fee  Walton's  excellent  life  of  Hooker,  Saunderfon's  ler- 
mon  on  the  3d  chapter  of  Kings,  but  above  ail,  the  dcjccnding  aud  en- 
laiTd  curfe  cut  r)Jj\  amongft  the  fermons  of  the  cver-memorai^le  Jeremy 
Taylor.  It  was  one  of  tliofe  folemn  injun6lio!is,  which  were  left  lor  his 
fon  by  the  great  Earl  of  Strafford,  when  upon  the  fcaffokl.  tiiat  he  iliou'd 
on  no  account  gicddle  with  church  lands  in  particular,  for  they  wou'd 
prove  a  canker  to  his  crtatc.  If  fueh  are  the  confequences  of  robbing  the 
church  ;  to  deprive  the  poor  of  their  property,  however  ingcnioufly  it  may 
be  done,  and  though  they  are  our  poor  brethren  in  a  peculiar  lenle  ot  the 
wort!,  can  not  be  a  very  laughable  matter.     It  will  not  end  fo.  #'  ^  ■ 

Ditto  42.     Set  a  trcuife  on  the  Police  of  the   Metropolis.     See  the  pre- 


A  SECOND  LETTER    TO 

JOHN  BOWDLER,  ESq. 

Sir, 

J3!  OT  being  able  to  procure  your  addreft,  I  direiSled 
feme  papers  to  be  left  for  you  at  Mifs  Bowdler's  in 
Bath  about  two  months  ago.  That  they  were  deli- 
ver'd  there  by  my  friend,  I  have  no  doubt,  and  yet 
rnufl  think,  that  through  fome  accident  or  other  you 
yourfelf  have  not  receiv'd  them.  Should  it  be  fo, 
you  will,  I  hope,  have  the  goodnefs  to  acquaint  me  of 
it  by  return  of  pofl. 

I  am  anxious,  Sir,  beyond  mcafure  for  a  reform  of 
our  charities.  Their  abufe  is  now  become  a  very  feri- 
ous  matter  indeed,  if  we  confider  it  in  a  political  light 
only.  It  is  an  evil  too,  which  increafeth  every  day. 
—Have  we  not  reafon  then,  too  much  reafon  to  be 
alarm'd  ?  Will  not  the  poor  be  eafily  feduc'd,  will 
they  not  be  inclin'd  to  retaliate  ?  Let  us  but  iefleft  on 
a  late  infurreftion  ;  an  infurreiSlion,  that  even  broke 
out  at  once  in  all  its  fury,  without  any  rational  pretext, 
"without  any  powerful  leaders,  without  any  profpe6t  of 
fuccefs.     Such  is  the  fpirit  of  the  times.  ,♦■ 

Need  I  to  obferve,  that  by  redreffing  their  griev- 
ances, we  fliall  not  only  guard  againft  thefe  calamities, 
but  may  rationally  hope  for  the  divine  blefling  and  af- 
fiftance  in  all  our  undertakings,  in  thofe  efpecially,  by 
which  we  are  flriving  to  better  their  condition  and  in- 
creaf:  their  eomforts.     It  is  at  leaft  the  regular  courfe 

of  things.* 

Yours  fincerely 

W.  MASSEY. 
Cbejler  Dee  Bank, 
Aug.  179S. 

*  Such  evils  neither  can,  nor  Ihou'd  they  be  conccal'd.  Where 
an  immediate  Reform  or  Ruin  is  the  only  alternative,  a  reform  witli 
iefpe(5l  to  the  weightier  matters  of  the  law  becomes  neceiTary  indeed. 
The  leaft  fpark,  if  not  extinguift'd  in  time,  may  occafion  infinite 
Biifchicf. — The  cafe  however,  with  which  the  writer  is  more  im- 
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P.  S.  If  my  attempt  hatih  perchance  been  mention'd 
to  you,  as  a  public  and  general  reformer,  I  wifh.  Sir, 
to  know,  what  is  faid  of  it.     Am  I  not  now  confider'd 
in  the  odious  light  of  an  incendiary*  by  fome,  who 
are  flrangers  to  my  chara<5ler  P^K  From  you   I  fhall  be 
under  no  fuch  apprehenfioiis.     Nor  can  it,  I  think,  be 
efteem'd  an  improper  liberty  to  addrefs  a  noble  peer, 
fpiritual  or  temporal,  upon  fuch  an  occafion ;  efpeci- 
ally  when  he  is  addrefs'd  as  prefident  of  a  humane, 
general  fociety,  and  a  moft  a<5tive,  public  reformer  too 
himfelf.     Our  duty  to  the  poor  is  a  perfonal  Jervice  en- 
join d  by  the  highejl  authority,  nor  can  it  be  commuted. 
Jt  is  a  work,  in  which  no  man  hath  a  right  to  be  idle.— 
This  we  are  told  under  his  Lordfhip's  fan6lion,  and  with 
the  greateft  propriety.     The  writer  indeed  himfelf  hath 
been  much  influenc'd  by  thofe  fine  obfervations,  with 
which  the  preliminary  addrefs  abounds,  both  in  refpedl 
to  charity  and  charitable  exertions.     What  can  be  more 
ftimulating  ?     What  more  ftimulating  than  thofe  from 
the  prefident  of  another  fociety,  fome  of  which  he  hath 
fpecified  in  Plain  Reajons.     But  here  the  welfare  of 

mediately  concern'd,  hath  been  an  objed;  of  public  contention  for 
fourteen  years  at  leaft.  Who  then  can  fulpecSt  him  of  a  defign 
to  fow  the  feeds  &c.  ?  His  fifft  publication  of  Plain  Reafmt  was 
in  confequence  of  the  queries  circulated  by  the  Agriculture  fo- 
..icty  at  a  time  of  general  diftrefs,  and  before  the  rage  of  civil  dif- 
feufion  began  to  be  at  all  alarming.— According  to  our  apprehenfions, 
that  incleed  can  never  be  true  policyi/which  is  neither  confident  with 
charity,  with  honour,  or  with  hontfty.  Ii  can  mt  In  port  exalt  a  na- 
tion, hut  is  a  difgrace  to  any  ^eo/)/t.XReafons  however  of  ftatc,  thofe 
tnyfterious  reafons,  which  govern  the  univerfc,  muft  be  attended  to. 
But  why  did  not  a  reform  of  the  charities  take  place  long  ago  in  con- 
fequence of  Mr.  Gilbert's  a<£l:,  when  it  was  fo  obvioufly  ncccffary  and 
fo  llrongly  recommended  ? 

•  Where  intereft  or  the  fpirit  of  party  rules,  fuch  metamorphofes 
are  not  at  all  furprifirg.  In  either  cafe,  in  the  latter  efpecially,  we 
may  expeft  every  thing  but  truth.  Party.fpirit  confounds  all  diftinc- 
tion«,  and  is  in  general  totally  abforb'd  by  continual,  violent  ftrug- 
gles  for  power,  or  the  means  of  fupporting  it.  This  too  amongft 
others  is  manifeftly  a  principal  fource  of  the  prefent  corrupt  ftate  of 
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every  man,  of  our  countiy  in  general,  the  rich  as  well 
as  poor,  of  his  Lordfhip  himfelf,  is  deeply  concerned. 
Thus  private  vices  frequently  become  public  calamities. 


I  Ihall  jufl  recapitulate  the  principal  motives,  that 
have  induc'd  me  to  perfevere  in  this  bufinefs  as  well  as 
fo  undertake  it,  and  then  clofe  the  whole. 

111.  How  far  the  interefts  of  the  poor  in  general 
may  be  concern 'd,  the  humane  reader  mull  judge  for 
himfelf  and  from  his  ^wn  feelings.  What  they  fulFer 
in  particular  cafes,  is  to  be  conceiv'd  only  by  thofe 
who  fee,  but  can  not  defcribe  them. 

2.  It  is,  as  Mr.  Burke  expreffeth  it,  an  awful  time.* 
The  neceffity  of  Reform  or  Ruin  hath  long  been  too 
evident,  but  is  now  alas !  become  the  univerfal  cry, 
general  luxury  having  introduc'd  general  rapacity,  ge- 
neral rapacity  oppreffion,  oppreflion  difcontent,  &c.  &c. 
and  of  that  rapacity  the  abufe  of  our  charities,  as  we 
have  elfewhere  oblerv'd,  is  on  many  accounts  the  very 
worll,  the  moll  dangerous  fymptom.^'  From  fuch 
evils,  from  the  united  efforts  of  modern  philofophers 
what  can  fave  us  ?  What,  comparatively  fpeaking, 
are  the  united ,  thofe  Cerberean  monllers  ?f 

S.  As  mankind  are  govern'd  chiefly  by  example,  to 
expofe  vice  merely  and  without  fo  much  as  pretending 
to  correft  it,  mull  often  be  the  fource  of  inexpreflible 
milchief.  Wherever  found,  a  true  reformer,  moral  or 
political,  will  at  leall  endeavour  to  fupprefs  it,  to  fup- 

*  See  the  title-page  to  Plain  Reafons :  fee  Reform  or  Ruin. 

f  Let  us  eat  and  drink,  for  to-morrow  — — ,  is  not  only  the 
general  fentiment  but  refolution  alfo,  if  we  are  to  judge  from  ap- 
pearances. Keep  it  up  to  the  laft.  There  is  no  choice  left,  no  time 
to  think  of  a  retorm  or  reformers — Away  with  both.— See  the  pam- 
.{'hlet  entitled  Reform  or  Ruin^  take  your  jL:\:e. 
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prefs  it  as  vice;  in  cafes  more  efpecially  of  a  flagrant, 

jpiiblic,  general  nature,  of  annihilations   rather  of  elia- 

iities,  than  of  their  abufe.     Under  tliat  defcription  we 

cannot  but  include  one  of  thofe  inftances,   which 'have 

been  made  ufe  of  to  conffrm   our  arguments,  and  we 

Jiavemade  ufe  of  it  with  lefsi  el  usance,  hoping,  that 

-whilf;  ".their.,  evil   deeds   were  difcover'd,  the  d,ramatis 

ptnfoiiK  or  offenders   theinfelves  niJorht  be  conceard. 

'^  Reproof  fhou'd  not  exhauft  it's  power  upon  pettjr 

."^f.^iifiiflihgs;  let  it  watch  diligently  againft  the  incurfion 

•''^1  of  vice,  and   leave  foppery  and   futility  io  die  of 

^i^tBennfelves."-  Idler  No.  '25^-1  his  is  a  very  juft,  a 

v^y  interefting  remark.  A^y  • 

-  With  refpecl  to  individuals  the  writer  hath  been  uni- 
formly tender  upon  all  occafions,  and  in  a  degree 
perhaps,  which  may  be  thought  blameable  by  fome.— 
For  as  he  himfelf  obferves  in  tiie  advertifement  to 
Plain  ReajoHS,  "It  wou'd  at  any  rate  be  falfe  delicacy 
*'  indeed,  if  evils  fuch  as  thefe  were  permitted  to  go 
*'  down  from  geneiation  to  generation,  and  the  inno- 
"  cent,  for  the  fake  only  of  an  individual  or  indivi- 
"  duals,  to  fall  of  courfe  into  the  fnare  continually, 
"  and  of  courfe  to  be  involved  in  their  guilt,  as  well 
"  as  fubjedl  to  their  danger.  Vice  mufl  thus  deluge 
"  the  whole  earth,  and  be  triumpiiant  for  ever." 

It  was  always  indeed  a  veiy  ferious  and  principal 
objeft  With  hini,  to  preveiit  the  annual  increafe  of  of- 
fenders ;  not  being  able  to  bear  thofe  reflexions,  with 
which  a  v^riter  on  the  police  of  our  metropolis  hath 
mofl  judicioufly  concluded  his  treatife.  "  Let  it  never 
(faith  he)  be  forgotten,  that  thole,  who  have  been  ex- 
"  hibited  in  this  treatife,  as  the  mojl  deform' d  part  of  the 
*'  human  fpiC/L's,  were  once  innocent,  and  many  of  them 
"  at  It'ii/t  became  viSiims  to  the  dijiciency  of  the  laws 
"■  with  refpecl  to  i/je  prevention  of  crimes,  recommending 
*'  flrongly  an   caiiy  adoption  of  proper  meafurc?,  that 
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^.,-ei>bi.k  tb'jf<,-'who,^au  innoccnty  but. read)- to _  rnjb  into 

^' the  fume  gidpb  vf  m{f(^ry  and  crinuf,  are  arrejlcd.iu 

"  tbeir  pragrefs  and  fuvd  to  tbe  comimnjly,   the  more 

"  deprav'd,  who  are  already  completely  abandoned   to 

"  criminality',"  Sec.  &c.  &c.* 
/«  ■ 

-«.   'to  thefe  tiie  writer  mufl  add  a  few  pfovocafions 

cr  lather  difappolntments,'  wlilch  he  hath  been  fo  unfo'r- 

tunate  as  to  meet  v.ith,  in  his  local  conteft  particularly. 

The  very  year  wherein  the  leading  trnflee  had  j)rG- 
rais'd  to  adopt  the  reform  propos'd,  and  was  direftcd 
exprefsly  b3'recorder  T.'s  formal  opinion /o  di/tribuie 
to  none  apparently  fohenf,  hulto  tbcifc  and  tbofc  only, 
icho  were  apparently  poor,  the  Turn  total  was  in  fa(5l 
given  to  the  rich,  tb^  appaFcntly  Hch;  fbme  very  rich, 
and  a  bond  of  indemnity  taken  from  them  all.f  Fro-m 
tlie  non-Julvent  bonds  of  iTrdenri'riity  may  be  taken  :  By 
the  knowing-ones  they  ahva}'?  are  :  'But  who  is  to  pay 
ihe  piper  ? 

This  engagement,  fome  years  after,  was  agaifl  r-e- 
new'd  in  confeqiience  of  four  general,  weekly  meet- 
ings of  the  B ^y  C te  for  tiiat  purpofe.     Thefe 

meetiiigs  were  held  by  the  ipecial  dire'v'ition  of  Ld. 
G ,  one  of  its  members  ;  and  his  Lordfliip  at- 
tended them  all.  He  not  only  attended  them,  but 
f — re  in  the  moft   public  manner,  tliat  a  reform   there 

*  For  the  remaining  )Mrt  of  this  very  intcrefting  para;^raph,  as 
■well  as  many  oiher  obfervations,  much  in  point,'  we  rriull  refer  che 
reader  to  the  book  itfelf. 

•}•  That  the  truftees  know  not  to  whom  the  profirs  of  the  mine 
belong,  ij  the  (Irangc,  the  impudent  pretence  of  fome.  But  are 
they  not  wife  enough  to  know,  that  thofe  profits  lieither  do,  oor 
can  belong  to  thetufclves  or  the  rich.  Qthcr^  '"'^ye  flif fvvj^^  ,Qb- 
fcrv'd,  that  all  our  charities  are  abus'd.  What  kind  of  an  apology 
is  this  ?  Is  it  D'^t  a  plain  acknowledgjement,  that  all  our  cnaritie« 
fhou'd  l)e  reform'd  ;  or  are  they  all  to  be  annihilated  pro  htniapitfyluo  ? 
Surely  they  n''.i;^ht,  as  well  as  other  property,  be  fccurd  from 
fraud,  violence  &c. — Sec  Fieir  R<i'foBt.^ 
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muft,  a  reform  there  (liou'd  be  according  to  the  plair 
propos'd,  and  that  he  wou'd  not  on  any  account  leave 
Eaton  without  having  had  every  poffible  afTurance  of 
||]'-'  The  ground  for  an  afylum  was  in  a  manner  fix'd 
tipon,  and  the  long-wifli'd-for /?af  annpuiic'd  even  by 
printed  hand-bills :  His  Lordfliip's  firmnefs,  his  Lord- 
ftiip's  humanity,  his  Lordfliip's  eloquence  were  ad- 
m-ir'd  :  But  ftill  the  evil  fpirit  prevail'd.  His  Lordfhip 
himfelf 

Here  I  wou'd  willingly  drop  the  pen,  but  the  ob- 
ilinacy  of  my  antagonifts,  public  juftice  and  the  inte- 
refis  of  tlie  public  oblige  me  to  declare,  that  fome  time 
after  thefe  tranfa6tions,  the  evening  before  he  fet  out 
upon  a  vifit  to  his  friends   in  town,  the  late  recorder 

C intreated  the  B y  C— < te  by  letter  not  to 

depart  from  their  refolution,  but  to  reform  the  charity 
as  foon  as  poffible  upon  the  plan  propos'd.  This  he 
did  at  the  requeft  of  the  writer.  When  in  town,  he 
was  prefs'd  by  the  Att — r — y  General  himfelf  of  that 
time,  to  expedite  the  bufinefs  ;  and  the  Att — r^— y 
Getierat  affur'd  hiiifj,  that  he  wou'd  not  be  trifled  with 
any  longer.  All  this  was  communicated  to  the  truf- 
tees  for  the  year  immediately  after  Mr.  C.'s  return, 
nnd  the}'  engag'd  to  carry  the  fcheme  into  execution 
without  delay.  Other  circumftances  there  are,  there 
is  one  efpecially,  of  the  moft  aggravating  nature.  By 
the  advice  of  recorder  C.  thofe  truflees  begg'd^  that  1 
wou  d  take  the  firfl  opporturiity  of  acquainting  the 
Att — r— y  General,  that  whatever  might  be  expected, 
they  wou'd  certainly  comply  with.  I  on  the  other 
hand  begg'd,  that*  they  would  on  no  account  trifle  with 
him,  with  him  of  all  perfons  ;  for  tho'  he  loved  our  city, 
and  in  fome  refpefts  might  be  paiti.il  to  it,  &c.  &:c. 
I  reminded  them  even  of  Aldernrin  V/oolridge's  fate. 
Bi}t  notvvithftanding  thefe  reiterated,  formal  alfurances, 
thefe  cautions,  the  evil  fpirit  prevail'd  and  flill  prevaib. 
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We  fhaJl  not  detain  the  reader  with  a  melancholy 
profpe6l  of  our  city  finances,  tho'  in  more  refpefts  than 
one  an  eflential  part  of  the  bufinefs,  nor  even  toucii 
4ipon  the  feafonable,  the  written,  the  very  important 

advice  of  the   late   recorder~~T in  tiie  year  17C;8, 

•noW'in  our  pofTeflion.  The  following  neceirary  que- 
ries however  muft  by  no  means  be  omitted. 

If  thefe  matters  fhou'd  not  be  properly  regulated  by 

Ld.    B ,   when  mayor,   will    not   our  grievances, 

from  that  time  at  leaft,  be  for  ever  wholly  imputed 
to  him  ? 

\Y^i[l  he  not  in  £tort  lofe  the  fairefl  opportunity  of 
promoting  the  honour,  the  happinefs  of  a  town,  t& 
which  he  and  his  family  have  long  been  and  flill  ave 
under  the  greateft  obligations  ?* 

•  The  public  career  of  a  man  in  power  fliou'd  be  mark'd  by  fuch 
deeds;  or  the  more  elevated  he  is,  the  more  contemptible  he  be- 
comes. Like  a  comet,  he  ihou'd  excite  univerfal  atci^ntion,  or  be 
inter  flillas  Jlcut  Luna  mingres.—'A.  Reform  or  Ruin,  whatever  it  may 
be  ill  a  general  view,  is  certainly  our  cafe.     As  a  citizen  then  of  no 

mean   city  I  now  call  upon  Ld.  B himfelf  for  that  reform; 

not  doubting,  but  he  both  can  and  will  accomplifii  it ;  or  if  iie  can 
not,  that  he  will,  from  a  regard  to  his  own  honor,  as  well  as  the 
fatisfaftion  of  his  conflituents  in  general,  be  at  leaft  in  all  refpedls 
very  explicit  with  them  ;  v%'ill  by  fome  means  or  other,  as  a  member 
of  the  B — y  C — rp — te,  particularly  inform  them,  what  connexion 
there  is  between  law-expences  for  this  or  that,  for'every  other  purpofe, 
charitable  funds,  murage-money,  &c.  What  fecurities  are,  what  fecu- 
rities  can  be  given  for  both.  Why  not  fecur'd  and  augmented  in 
the  funds.  Whether  fuch  large  fums  (hou'd  be  at  the  mercy  of 
a  T— n  C — k,  fo  that  he  may  help  himfelf  on  all  occafions. — 
Whether  by  fuch  imprudence  (the  Iiifti  duty  being  much  upon 
the  decline  and  likciy  to  be  more  fo)  our  city-walls,  as  well  as 
charities  are  not  in  continual  imminent  d£nger.  I'hat  he  will 
likcwife  inform  them,  how  long  and  for  what  good  and  fubftan- 
tial  reafons  their  city-accounts  have  been  in  a  dormant  ftate,  undif- 
turb'd  by  any  rude,  any  officious  truftce — and  whether,  after  all,  the 
ex.imination  of  them,  which  commenc'd  formally  in  the  fummer  of 
1797,  is  in  ftiort  to  be  everlalHng  and  without  end.  In  all  thefe  mat- 
ters liisconftituent3ai^««^t  a  Urtli?  concern'd;  and  to  liberal  minds  the 
honour  of  an  antient  city  is  a  facred  thing.    The  honour  of  its  repte 
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fei.titivcs,  the  honour  of  it's  botiy  corjiorate,  of  all  it's  ihhal1i3YU;, 
in  f©;nc  degree  depend  upon  it.  To  the  writer  fuch  an  cr claircifTc- 
n:eDt  wou'd  be  higiily  pkaGng,  as  it  mull  enable  him  torctrafl,  what- 
ever errors  may  in  any  way  have  fallen  from  his  pen  amongfl  fuch 
a  tni'.Itiplicity  of  cirtumftances,  if  error?;  there  are,  truth,  juflicc,  public 
welfare,  the  facrcd  iiiterefts  of  morality  and  religion,  being  his  grpat, 
his  only  objetSls.*  Complex  or  general  accounts,  efpecially  whye  the 
revcinics  are  under  the  managcmes'.t  of  particular  ofiicers,  chojen yearly 
for  that purpofi^  (hou'd,  if  not  yearly, be,  once  in  f.xteen  yeais  at  kafV', 
examin'd  and  fettlcdJ^^  In  private  tranfadlions,  we  prefumc,  this  wou'd 
Ec  thought  nothing  more,  than  a  necefTary  adt  of  prudence.  May  we 
nnt  flatter  ourfelvcs,  that  in  the  prefcnt  grand  fettlement  of  all  thing's 
the  accounts  relative  to  the  muragc-moncy,  as  well  as  the  money  be- 
longing to  the  charities,  will  by  no  means  be  forgotten.  If  they  are» 
it  will  be  unfortunate  indeed.  May  we  not  rather  hope,  that  our 
charities  will  no  longer  be  eclips'd,  but  fhine  forth  with  their  full 
l;iflrc,  and  form  a  memorable  xra  in  ourBrviclc  annals.  ,.'''.^V. 

*  "  It  is,  in  the  expreflions  of  Rouffcau,  the  caufe  of  God  and  i>f 
•'  humanity  ;  but  who  is  there,  fays  he,  concern:  but-Jelf  about  that?'' 
Sse  his  letter  to  the  Atchbifhop  of  Paris.  In  both  thefe  refpedts  we 
eftcem  it  a  matter  of  infinite  importance.  Can  we  at  fuch  a  time 
forget,  that  f c  r  the  fins  of  ManafTch  (figurat»-vf'y  for  the  fins  of  him 
and  his  people)  t/je  Lord  God  of  Ifiael  bmlelf^dechredj  BebcM,  I  am 
iringinfr  fucb  cvU  upon  Jerujalem  and  Judab,  that  iuibcfotver  hearetb  c/ 
rf,  hoih  b  s  ears  /ba'l  tingle — nor  cou'd  the  Jiercenejs  if  bis  great  noratby 
luhereivith  his  anger  leas  kindled  ugainji  'Judab,  becauje  of  all  the  fro- 
vocations,  that  ManaJJih  bad  frovoked  him  ivitbal,  be  turned  aivcy  ly 
'  the  ^iety  cf  good  jojiih  ;  hut  he  Jaid,  I  will  rerr.o^e  Judab  alfa  out  o) 
py  fight,  as  I  hat'e  retno'v'  d  Ifael,  and  ivill  cafi  cff  ibis  city  'J  erujalem, 
"wbirh  1  have  cbofen,  and  ibi  boi'fe  of  'which  I  [aid,  My  name  Ihal  be 
'kere.^.Jtr'^, 

rf  J*  Witli  the  following  extra(5l  from  our  celebrated  Ifaac  Walton 
I  fhall  take  my  leave  of  the  reader  : — "  In  the  epiftle  prefix'd  to  his 
"  lives  he  laments,  that  having  undertaken  to  collei5t  fome  notes  for 
"  Sir  Harry  Wotton's  writing  the  life  of  Dr.  Donne,  and  by  Sir 
"  Heoiy's  dying,  before  it  was  compleated,  he  became  himfclf  like 
"  ihoi'e  men,  that  enter  eafily  into  a  law-fuit  or  quarrel,  and  having 
"  begun  can  not  make  a  fair  letreat  and  be  quiet.  After  fuch  a 
*  '*  manner  (f.iys  he)  I  became  really  engag'd  into  a  neccffity  of  writ- 
•'  Ing  the  life  of  Dr.  Donne,  contrary  to  rr.y  fifft  intenfion. — And 
"  that  begot  a  like  neceffity  cf  writing  the  life  of  his  and  my  cvcr- 
"  honour'd  friend  Sir  Henry  Wotton." — Similar  to  this  hath  been 
the  cafe  of  the  writer  in  every  refpeiS.  But,  at  all  events,  it  will  bj 
no  means,  he  hopes,  be  eilcem'd  an  untardonable  crime  by  the  poor, 
viS  po(>r-feli!no-citix,er:s  in  particular.    /*',t'^'<«^-^  ^ 
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